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RFO found 
dead on road, 
friend missing

DGP lands in 
trouble over 
sleazy video

A video grab purportedly showing 
DGP K Ramachandra Rao with a 
woman inside his chamber 

E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Mysuru

A range forest officer 
(RFO) was found dead un-
der mysterious circum-
stances on the crossroad 
near a private lodge on 
Mother Teresa Road near 
KSRTC Suburban Bus-
stand here on 
M o n d a y 
morning.

The police 
said the de-
ceased, Kan-
tharaj Chau-
han (32), who 
hailed from Vijayapura, 
was serving at the Social 
Forestry Wing in T Nar-
asipura. Chauhan was 
transferred to T Narasipu-
ra just 15 days ago and had 
recently rented a house at 
Sardar Vallabhai Patel Na-
gar in the city.  � P4E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 

@ Bengaluru

The Karnataka police 
were left red-faced after a 
video of  a top cop in a com-
promising position with a 
woman in his office during 
duty hours went viral on 
Monday. 

Director General of  Po-
lice (DGP) K Ramachandra 
Rao, heading the Directo-
rate of  Civil Rights En-
forcement (DCRE), was 
caught on camera while al-
legedly engaging in an inti-
mate act with a woman 
while he was in uniform. 

As the video went viral, 
the senior IPS officer 
termed the video “fabricat-
ed” and rushed to the resi-
dence of  Home Minister Dr 
G Parameshwara. P7

It’s ballot papers for GBA polls
M o h a mme   d  Y a c o o b 
@ Bengaluru

In a big development on lo-
cal body elections to Ben-
galuru city, which is with-
out an elected body since 
September 11, 2020, State 
Election Commissioner GS 
Sangreshi stated that ballot 
papers will be used for the 
elections to the five city 
corporations under the 
Greater Bengaluru Author-
ity (GBA).

Releasing the draft vot-
ers’ list to the five city cor-
porations on Monday, he 

said the Supreme Court has 
upheld its decision to con-
duct elections through Elec-
tronic Voting Machines 
(EVMs). At the same time, 
the ruling has not gone 
against the ballot system.

He appealed to eligible, 
unregistered voters to reg-
ister themselves as there is 

a provision to do so till the 
last day of  filing nomina-
tion papers by candidates.

Sangreshi said the Elec-
tion Commission is an in-
dependent body and it is 
within its discretion to 
hold the elections under 
the ballot system. “I won’t 
undermine EVMs, which 
are used for Assembly and 
parliament elections. After 
discussions with all the 
stakeholders, we decided to 
go for the ballot system. 
Even developed countries 
like the US use ballot pa-
per,” he explained. P2

88 lakh voters in city
As per the ward-wise draft 
voters’ list for the five city 
corporations, released by the 
GBA on Monday, there are 
88,91,411 voters in the city.

TVK chief and actor Vijay leaves the CBI headquarters in New Delhi after the 
second round of questioning over the Karur stampede on Monday |  PTI |  P7

Forfeiture or Scotland in place of B’desh
n e x t  i c c  o p t i o n s

s w a r o o p  s w a m i n a t h a n 
@ Chennai

THE International Cricket 
Council (ICC) continues to 
juggle multiple T20 World 
Cup related issues even 
though the event is now 
less than three weeks away. 
It’s understood that multi-
ple stakeholders are deep 
in conversation with re-
spect to Bangladesh’s in-
sistence on not playing 
their games in India. If  in 
case the ICC doesn’t relent 
and Bangladesh withdraw, 

the world governing body 
has to consider the way for-
ward. And time is very lim-
ited before the first set of  
matches on February 7.

It’s understood 
that one of  the 
ways could be a last 
minute invitation 
to Scotland to fill 
the Bangladesh-
sized hole in Group 
C. Scotland, by virtue of  
being the highest-ranked 
team to not qualify for the 
event, will be one of  the 
first teams to get a call. 

What adds to the intrigue 
is that when contacted by 
this daily, a Cricket Scot-
land source said they 
‘aren’t commenting’ on the 

matter. But do re-
member that Jer-
sey finished higher 
than Scotland in 
the actual qualifi-
ers but they are 
not expected to be  

an option. 
The other option ICC has 

is a straightforward forfeit. 
That would mean that the 
other four teams in Group 

C essentially beginning the 
tournament with a win 
against their names. But 
that may not be palatable to 
the broadcasters who have 
spent a lot of  money to se-
cure the rights for this 
event. Lack of  four live 
games results in a loss of  
revenue. If  Scotland does 
come, the very lopsided na-
ture of  Group C — the oth-
er teams are England, West 
Indies, Nepal and Italy — 
could give a potential ad-
vantage to two of  the 
former champions.

Jaishankar warns poland

‘Don’t fuel terror in 
our neighbourhood’
J a y a nt  h  j a c o b  @ New Delhi

External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar on 
Monday delivered a 
blunt message to Poland, 
warning it not to take ac-
tions that help fuel ter-
rorist infrastruc-
ture in India’s 
neighbourhood.

 “You are no 
stranger to our 
region and are 
certainly familiar 
with the long-
standing chal-
lenge of  cross-border 
terrorism,” Jaishankar 
said in his televised 
opening remarks during 
talks with his Polish 
counterpart Radoslaw 
Sikorski in New Delhi. 
“Poland should display 

zero tolerance for terror-
ism and not help fuel the 
terrorist infrastructure 
in our neighbourhood.”

The remarks reflect 
New Delhi’s unease over 
a reference to Kashmir in 
a Poland-Pakistan joint 

statement, issued 
during Sikorski’s 
visit to Islamabad 
in October, which 
went against In-
dia’s position on 
the issue. 

Jaishankar also 
cri t icised  the 

West’s “selective target-
ing” of  India over New 
Delhi’s energy ties with 
Moscow. Sikorski’s three-
day visit to India comes 
days ahead of  a visit by 
the EU’s top leadership 
to New Delhi.

Nitin Nabin unopposed 
candidate for BJP prez
RA  J E SH   K U M AR   T HA  K U R 
@ New Delhi

NITIN Nabin, 45, on Mon-
day emerged as the unop-
posed candidate for the 
BJP national president. A 
formal announcement on 
his election will be made 
on Tuesday. A five-term Bi-
har MLA and currently the 
party‘s national working 
president, Nabin will be 
the youngest to occupy the 
top seat. He will succeed 
veteran leader J P Nadda. 

His candidature was 
backed by top leaders in-
cluding Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah. On 
Monday, in line with organ-
isational rules, outgoing 
party chief  Nadda and De-
fence Minister Rajnath 
Singh handed over Nabin’s 
nomination papers to K 
Laxman, the returning of-
ficer for the election, at the 
party’s central office. 
Thereafter, Arunachal CM 
Pema Khandu and BJP 
leaders from Bihar, And-
hra, Maharashtra, Assam, 

and Jharkhand submitted 
papers in his support. In 
all, 37 sets of  papers favour-
ing Nabin were filed, pav-
ing the way for his unop-
posed election as the BJP’s 
12th national president.

Nabin is taking over at a 
crucial time as he will have 
to lead the party through 
the Assembly elections in 
West Bengal, Assam, Tamil 
Nadu, and Kerala.

The first BJP chief  to 
hail from Bihar, Nabin has 
travelled extensively across 

states since becoming BJP 
working president on De-
cember 14, 2025. During his 
interactions with cadre, 
his common message has 
been to become full-time 
politicians and give their 
100% to serve people. 

He entered mainstream 
politics in 2006, when the 
BJP fielded him from the 
Patna West Assembly con-
stituency following the 
death of  his father Navin 
Kishore Sinha, who had 
close ties with the RSS.

The 45-year-old leader is youngest ever to take the hot seat

Outgoing BJP chief J  P Nadda, Union Ministers Amit Shah, Rajnath Singh, 
Nitin Gadkari  and Kiren Rij i ju, and other senior leaders proposing the 
name of Nitin Nabin for BJP National President during the nomination 
process, at the BJP headquarters in New Delhi on Monday |  PTI

Reveal logical 
discrepancy 
list in WB: SC
e x p r e s s  ne  w s  s e r v i c e 
@ New Delhi/Kolkata

THE Supreme Court on 
Monday directed the Elec-
tion Commission of  India 
to publicly display names 
of  1.25 crore voters flagged 
for “logical discrepancies” 
at gram panchayat offices, 
block headquarters, and 
ward offices in the state.

Logical discrepancies, 
linked to the 2002 voter list, 
include mismatches in par-
ents’ names and biologi-
cally implausible age gaps 
between voters and their 
parents (less than 15 years 
or exceeding 50 years).

A three-judge bench of  
Chief  Justice Surya Kant 
and justices Dipankar Dat-
ta and Joymalya Bagchi 
said those likely to be af-
fected by the ongoing Spe-
cial Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of  the electoral rolls 
in West Bengal should be 
allowed to submit their 
documents or objections.

Directing that the exer-
cise be conducted smoothly, 
the bench said, “Let us en-
sure that this exercise runs 
smoothly, it is timely com-
pleted by ensuring a trans-
parent measure giving fair 
opportunity to all those 
who feel because of  some 
discrepancy they are under 
unnecessary doubt.”

Speaking at a rally in 
Barasat, TMC leader Ab-
hishek Banerjee interpret-
ed the Supreme Court’s di-
rection to the Election 
Commission as “slaps on 
faces of  those who tried to 
deprive people of  the fun-
damental right to vote.”
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Forecast
Sunny

Max

290C
Min

140C
Sunrise	 06.46 am

Sunset	 06.15 pm

Moonrise	 07.51 am

Moonset	 07.40 pm

Almanac today
 Tuesday: 20.01.2026  Year: Vishwavasu  Ayana: Uttharayana

  Ritu: Sisira  Masa: Magha  Paksha: Sukla  Tithi: Dwitheeya 2.13 am
 Nakshatra: Shravana1.13 pm   Moon in Kumbha Rashi   Rahukaala: 03:00 am to 04:30 am

  Gulikakala: 12:00 pm to 01:30 pm   Yamaganda: 09:00 am to 10:30 am Weather

20-01-2026 CHENNAI & DElHI HorosCopEs

H O L I DAY  M AT H I S

20th January : Mercury Follows the Sun Mercury 
follows the sun into Aquarius, and communication 

is like a forward-thinking group chat where 
someone suddenly drops a brilliant idea that 

makes everyone start seeing the future. Big ideas, 
social change, technology and unconventional 

solutions will come together in the weeks ahead. 
Skip the sentiment in favor of insight or principle.

ARIES 
(Mar 21 - Apr. 20)

You’ve been a bit 
detached, which 
has served you 

well. Think of it as 
protection. But today, 
nothing feels stormy or 
overwhelming. The 
emotional climate is gentle 
enough to set your defenses 
down and experience things 
more directly.

TAURUS  
(Apr. 20 - May 20)

The majority 
won’t get it, 
and that’s 

actually a good thing. 
Relish your moment. 
Originality makes the 
world go round. Better 
to be truly seen as 
yourself by one person 
than to blend into the 
background.

GEMINI  
(May 21 - June 21)

Your high 
standards aren’t 
just about turning 

in good work or making 
lifestyle choices. You extend 
your expectations to 
matters of character and 
attitude. You seek the 
company of those who are 
considerate, fair and 
compassionate, like you.

CANCER  
(June 22 - July 22)

Even though 
you know 
intellectually 

that feelings are neutral 
-- not wrong, not right, 
just information -- you 
still judge yourself for 
having certain emotions. 
Instead of analyzing your 
process, just give yourself 
credit for having one.

LEO  
(July 23 - Aug. 22)

The one you care 
for could get 
attention from 

different directions, but 
there is no care quite like 
yours, and this will become 
increasingly obvious. Let it be 
a source of pride to you. You 
will keep the relationship in 
balance by never forgetting 
the value of your love.

VIRGO  
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 22)

Achievements 
will magically 
spill over from 

one domain to another 
because the way progress 
is made stays consistent. 
Skills grow through 
sequencing, patience and 
repetition. Break it into 
manageable pieces and 
build them one at a time.

LIBRA  
(Sept. 23 - Oct. 23)

Scorekeeping 
turns giving 
and receiving 

into an accounting job 
instead of a spiritual or 
pleasurable gesture. 
Share without 
worrying about who 
gave what. The real 
benefit happens inside 
your heart as you give.

SCORPIO  
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 21)

You’ll gather 
insight and 
construct a 

few stronger 
boundaries, not to keep 
people or experiences 
out of your life but to 
protect yourself from 
their effects the way a 
wetsuit allows the 
diver to explore depths.

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

You are loyal 
to the ones 
who are loyal 

to you. You are also 
loyal to the ones who 
are (SET ITAL)not(END 
ITAL) loyal to you. 
Because to you, loyalty 
is a value, and the rules 
do not change when 
circumstances do.

CAPRICORN  
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

It’s hard 
enough to 
resist the 

influence you can feel. 
But what about the 
influence that is so 
much a part of the 
culture, you don’t even 
notice it? Awareness 
keeps you in charge. Ask, 
“What am I missing?”

AQUARIUS  
(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

People react 
well when they 
understand the 

full scope of the situation. 
Many just don’t have the 
experience to know the 
layers and depths in play. 
This is why it’s important 
to have the right mentor. 
Such a person is coming 
into your life.

PISCES  
(Feb. 19 - Mar 20)

We change. 
We are 
changed by 

one another. To interact 
with someone is to 
change them, and to 
change yourself. Today, 
you make extra efforts 
to be sure people are 
lighter, brighter and 
better for knowing you.

TeST YOur nuMber 
cruncHIng SkILL wITH  
Our unIque puzzLe
 Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner 
that every row, every column and every 3X3 box 
accommodates the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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YesterdaY’s sOLUtIONs

  1 Do away with Basil? 
 Oh that’s wrong! (7)
  4 Rowed about an endowment (5)
  7 The boy’s in a whirl (4)
  8 Entrance qualification
 for Yale? (8)
  10 Though possibly original
 it is less than novel (5,5)
  12 About eleven the
 ship moves off (6)
  13 Sandy hair? (6)
  15 Robust shoes may be (4,2,4)
  18 It may be hard pressed
 to gain an admission (8)
  19 Capital punishment (4)
  20 Woman unaffected
 by reversal (5)
  21 Storm created by
 Shakespeare (7)

across: 1 Considerate, 9 Garbage, 10 Cupid, 11 Inst, 
12 Traverse, 14 Sector, 16 Brides, 18 Thespian, 19 Star, 
22 Mores, 23 Hirsute, 24 Sports clubs.

down: 2 Ogres, 3 Soap, 4 Dreary, 5 Recovery,  
6 Tapered, 7 Against time, 8 Adversaries, 13 Composer, 
15 Clear up, 17 Pathos, 20 Thumb, 21 Oral.

  1 Declares a piece
 of poetry lacks point (5)
  2 Godly foe disposed
 to be reactionary (3,5)
  3 They beat a complete suit (6)
  4 Road notice perhaps
 a job for a painter (10)
  5 Come to some backwater (4)
  6 He’s right to take Monday off (7)
  9 Its owner will have impressions
 of many countries (5,5)
  11 Periodical may include
 explosive material (8)
  12 Dreams of working
 without a life of slavery (7)
  14 Not a big shot in the
 gunnery world (6)
  16 Negotiate for free entertainment (5)
  17 Utterly rude and cross (4)

JuMbLe
By DaviD L. Hoyt  
anD Jeff KnureK

yesterday’s

E x pre   s s  N e w s  Ser   v i c e 
@ Bengaluru

Namma Beng aluru has 
88,91,411 voters, according to the 
ward-wise draft voters’ list for 
five city corporations released 
here on Monday by the Greater 
Bengaluru Authority (GBA).

R Ramachandran, Special 
Commissioner (Election), GBA, 
said of  the 88,91,411 voters in 369 
wards, 45,69,193 are men, 
43,20,583 women and 1,635 oth-
ers. The draft voters’ list was 
prepared for GBA elections 
based on details collected till 
October 1, 2025, he said.

He said from January 20 to 
February 3, booth-level officers 
(BLOs) will visit voters’ houses 
for verification. During this pe-
riod, they can submit claims 
and objections. Disposal of  
claims and objections will be 
done from February 4 to 18. The 
final voters’ list will be pub-
lished on March 16.

He said Ward 23 of  Bengaluru 
West City Corporation has the 
highest number of  49,530 vot-
ers, while Ward 16 of  Bengalu-
ru East City Corporation has 
the lowest number of  10,926 vot-
ers. In all, 8,044 polling stations 
will be set up in 369 wards.

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

“Gram panchayat and coop-
erative elections too are held 
under the ballot system,” the 
State Election Commissioner 
said. The other reason for the 
decision is to make the young-
er generation and new voters 
aware of  the ballot paper 
system. 

Asked about the possibility 
of  rigging under the system 
and the likely delays in count-
ing of  votes as compared to 
EVMs, he said there will be no 
room for rigging and malprac-
tice. CCTVs will be installed 
and police protection will be 
in place. 

“The ballot system is re-
turning to the city after a gap 
of  nearly 15 years. The GBA 
Act specifies holding elections 
using ballots. Our officers are 
equipped to conduct free and 
fair elections on time. We will 
succeed,” he said.

The Supreme Court recently 
directed the state government 
and State Election Commis-
sion to complete the civic body 
election in Bengaluru by June 
30. “A notification will be is-
sued after May 25 after SSLC 
and PUC exams,” he noted.

On the likely polling date 
and challenges the SEC could 
face, Sangreshi said it is too 
early to say now as the com-
mission is yet to release the 
final list of  voters. He said the 
polling date is likely to be an-
nounced in April.

Polling date 
likely to be 
announced 
in April: SEC

ELCITA a public 
body, comes under 
RTI Act: Info panel 

just another day 
The setting sun casts a golden hue on the evening sky — as seen from Malleswaram on Monday  | Kevin Nashon

E x pre   s s  N e w s  Ser   v i c e 
@ Bengaluru

The Karnataka Information 
Commission (KIC) has ruled 
that the Electronics City Indus-
trial Township Authority (EL-
CITA) is a “public authority” 
under Section 2(h) of  the Right 
to Information (RTI) Act, 2005, 
directing it to furnish informa-
tion sought under the Act and 
comply with statutory trans-
parency requirements.

The order was passed in an 
appeal filed by Ganesh Ku-
mar M against the Pub-
lic Information Officer 
(PIO) and First Appel-
late Authority of  EL-
CITA. The appellant 
had sought detailed in-
formation in February 
2025 regarding works under-
taken by the authority, tender 
documents, bidder details, and 
payment records related to ten-
der processes.

During the hearing, ELCITA 
argued that it did not fall under 
the definition of  a public au-
thority, citing Supreme Court 
and High Court judgments re-
lated to cooperative societies, 
contending that it was neither 
substantially financed nor con-
trolled by the government. The 
authority maintained that reg-
ulatory or supervisory control 
alone would not bring an insti-
tution under the RTI Act.

Rejecting these arguments, 

the Commission observed that 
Electronics City was developed 
by the Karnataka government 
through KEONICS in 1970, and 
that ELCITA is a statutory body 
constituted under Section 364-A 
of  the Karnataka Municipali-
ties Act, 1964, through a govern-
ment notification issued in 2013. 
The Commission noted that EL-
CITA performs core civic func-
tions such as providing roads, 
water supply, sanitation, and 
crucially, collecting property tax 
– a function of  the government.

It also highlighted that 
ELCITA collects taxes 

as per government 
guidelines and trans-
fers 30 per cent of  the 
revenue to three gram 

panchayats within its 
jurisdiction. Government 

officials from multiple depart-
ments are members of  ELCI-
TA’s board, and the authority 
operates under laws enacted by 
the State Legislature.

Citing constitutional provi-
sions and multiple judicial prec-
edents, the Commission ruled 
that ELCITA exercises munici-
pal powers and is, therefore, a 
statutory public body. The Com-
mission directed ELCITA to ap-
point a Public Information Of-
ficer, Assistant PIO and First 
Appellate Authority, and ordered 
it to provide the requested infor-
mation within 10 days, warning 
of  penalties and disciplinary ac-
tion for non-compliance.

E x pre   s s  N e w s  Ser   v i c e 
@Bengaluru

All six coaches of  an eighth 
trainset meant for Namma Met-
ro’s Yellow Line reached the 
Hebbagodi Depot on Monday, 
marking another step towards 
enhancing the passenger serv-
ices on the corridor.

A senior official of  the Ban-
galore Metro Rail Corporation 
Limited (BMRCL) said the 
coaches will first be assembled 
into a full trainset and then 
subjected to a series of  manda-
tory tests. 

“The train will undergo com-
prehensive static and dynamic 
trials, including signalling in-
tegration and running for a 
stipulated minimum number 
of  kilometres. These tests will 
be conducted during night 
hours after passenger services 
are halted for the day,” the offi-
cial said. 

Only after successful comple-
tion of  these trials will the 
train be inducted into commer-
cial operations.

On the proposed improve-
ment in train frequency, the of-
ficial said a decision would be 
taken once the timetable is fi-
nalised. “We will assess wheth-
er the additional trainset will 
be deployed to enhance servic-
es during peak hours or non-
peak hours. Details on any fre-
quency enhancement will be 
announced before the train is 
introduced into passenger serv-
ice,” the official added.

8th Yellow Line 
trainset reaches 
depot, testing 
to begin soon

Voter house verification from Jan 20 to Feb 3; Final list to be published on March 16 

88,91,411 voters in  
GBA’s draft list 

BJP flags rigging risk, delay in result 
A kn  i s ree    K art   h i k  @ Bengaluru

The BJP has opposed holding 
elections to the five corpora-
tions of  Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) using ballot pa-
pers, while Congress leaders 
said they do not see any prob-
lem and are open to face elec-
tions with the ballot sys-
tem. However, leaders 
from both parties said 
a lot of  manpower 
will be needed for the 
ballot system, and 
counting would take 
more time.

Former opposition leader 
in BBMP and BJP leader NR 
Ramesh alleged that the ballot 
system favours poll rigging. 
“Till 2001, the Congress party 
had a hold on Bengaluru city. It 
was possible as elections were 
held using the ballot system. 
Post this, Electronic Voting Ma-

chines (EVMs) were used, and 
in the 2010 and 2015 elections, 
of  198 wards, BJP won 112 and 
100 wards respectively,” Ramesh 
said. He added that except for 
Bengaluru Central City Corpo-
ration, the BJP is confident of  
sweeping the elections and al-
leged that to prevent this, bal-

lots are being used.
Former mayor and Con-

gress leader Gangambike 
Mallikarjun said there 
are both advantages and 
disadvantages in going 

back to the ballot system. 
“There has been a lot of  con-

fusion among the people and 
public representatives about 
EVMs. They feel EVMs can be 
tampered with, and have doubts 
whether the votes they cast are 
going to their chosen candi-
dates. So returning to the ballot 
system would do away with 
their doubts, and they can be 

confident,” Gangambike said.
On the drawbacks, she said the 

ballot system would need more 
manpower. “Unlike EVMs which 
give results quickly, the ballot 
system will take more time to an-
nounce results,” she said.

Former corporator M Shiv-
araj, who faced his first elec-
tion to Bangalore Mahanagara 
Palike in 2001 with the ballot 
system, said he doesn’t see any 
problem in using ballots. “The 
State Election Commission, af-
ter discussions with stakehold-
ers, has decided to hold elec-
tions using the ballot system. 
Before we oppose anything, I 
feel we should face the first 
GBA elections and in the next 
elections, we can take a firm de-
cision if  we want ballots or 
EVMs,” Shivaraj said. Ballot or 
EVM, it is people who will de-
cide who wins and we have to 
respect the voters, he said.

UCO Bank reports net profit of Rs 739 crore in dec 2025
Bengaluru: UCO Bank reported a net profit of Rs 739 crore for the quarter ending December 31, 2025. 
The bank’s total business stood at Rs 5,53,680 crore, signifying a year-on-year growth of 13.25%. Of 
this, total credit grew by 16.74% year-on-year to Rs 2,43,594 crore and total deposits grew by 
10.64% year-on-year to Rs 3,10,086 crore. Net interest income as of December 31 was Rs 2,646 crore. 
The bank’s net non-performing assets (NPA) ratio improved to 0.36% as of December 31. Operating 
profit of the bank now stands at Rs 1,680 crore, a press release stated. ENS

e x p r e s s  r e a d

Central City 

North City 

South City 

East City 

West City 

1,305

1,716

1,614

916

2,493

Total 
8,044

P o l l i n g  b o o t h s

Nearly 10 lakh  
new voters 
added in 3 years
The State Election 
Commission said over 10 
lakh new voters have been 
added since October 2022. 
Then, the list had 79,19,563 
voters - 41,16,383 male, 
38,03,747 female and 1,433 
others. As per the October 1, 
2025 draft list, the city has 
88,91,411 voters, including 
45,69,193 males, 43,20,583 
females and 1,635 others. 

Voter Helpline

Electoral 
Rolls on 
Website
The ward-wise draft 
electoral rolls will be 
published in the PDF 
format on the official 
GBA website: https://
gba.karnataka.gov.in/
home. Citizens can 
verify and confirm the 
inclusion of their 
names in the 
electoral rolls.

S u b m i s s i o n  o f  A p p l i c at i o n s
As per the Greater Bengaluru Administration (Voter Registration) Rules, 2025, for the 
preparation of ward-wise electoral rolls, applications along with necessary documents 
may be submitted in prescribed forms to the Electoral Registration Officer / Assistant 
Electoral Registration Officer / Booth Level Officer appointed by the Commission. 

Form-4  
For inclusion 
of name 

Form-5 
Objection to 
inclusion of name

Form-6   
For correction 
of name

Form-7  
For change  
of address

Form-8 
For deletion 
of name

Our officers are 
equipped to 

conduct  free 
and  fair 

elections on 
time. We will 

succeed

GS Sangreshi, SEC

080-22975803
080-22975936
9480685704
9480685706
9480685703 

Central 
North 
South 

East 
West  

Law passed by BJP 
govt allows ballot: DKS
Bengaluru: Deputy Chief 
Minister and Bengaluru 
Development Minister DK 
Shivakumar said the State 
Election Commission is an 
independent body and has 
powers to decide on using 
ballot papers instead of 
electronic voting machines 
(EVMs) for the Greater 
Bengaluru Authority polls. 
“Legislation introduced by 
the BJP government in 2020 
allows the use of ballot 
papers in elections; we  are 
only taking it forward. There 
is nothing wrong with using 
ballot  papers. The State 
Election Commission will 
work within the legal  
framework,” he said. There is 
a plan to conduct all local 
body elections — zilla, taluk 
and gram panchayat polls — 
together, he said. ENS

From right: Special Commissioner (Election), GBA, R Ramachandran, State Election 
Commissioner GS Sangreshi and Central Corporation Commissioner Rajendra Cholan 
announce the draft voters’ list on Monday | Shashidhar Byrappa
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E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  
@  B h a t k a l  ( U t t a r a  K a n n a d a )

The Bhatkal police have ar-
rested a 19-year-old youth on 
charges of  sending obscene 
messages to women and 
blackmailing them 
through fake social 
media accounts. The 
accused has been 
identified as Mehran 
Mehtab Shabandari, a 
resident of  Tulsi Katte, 
Kumta, and a native of  Manki 
in Honnavar taluk, near 
Bhatkal. He is a student pur-
suing BCA in a private college 
in Mangaluru.

Police said the accused 

would select his victims in so-
cial gatherings like weddings 
of  unknown persons. “He 
would secretly take their pic-
tures and upload them on so-
cial media and send obscene 

messages via email to 
them. He had 18 email 
IDs,” an officer said. 

The accused used to 
harass the women by 
pressuring them to send 

nude photographs. It was 
also revealed that he had 

allegedly threatened a woman 
with dire consequences, includ-
ing getting her killed by  
invoking the names of  Hindu  
religious leaders.

The case came to light after 

a woman from Bhatkal lodged 
a complaint with the Bhatkal 
Town police station. The mat-
ter was then referred to the  
cyber crime wing. Following a 
p r o b e ,  t h e  a c c u s e d  
was arrested.

Police said many victims suf-
fered silently as the identity of  
the accused remained unknown. 
However, following his arrest, 
many have now come forward 
with complaints to the police. A 
case has been registered at 
Bhatkal Town Police Station 
and further investigation is on. 
After being produced before a 
court, the accused was remand-
ed in judicial custody and is 
now shifted to Karwar jail.

Teen with 18 fake email IDs held 
for blackmailing women in Bhatkal

Karnataka bats for QR codes on  
meds, to send proposal to Centre
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  
@  M y s u r u

Health Minister Dinesh 
Gundu Rao said that the state 
government will send a propos-
al to the Centre seeking manda-
tory QR codes on medicine 
strips to help visually impaired 
persons access drug informa-
tion using smartphones.

Speaking at the ‘Investiga-
tion of  Medication Practices 
and Care Technology for Visu-
ally Impaired Persons (IM-
PACT-VIP)’ roundtable discus-
sion and stakeholders’ meet 
organised by JSS Academy of  
Higher Education and Research 
(JSS AHER) at Sri Rajendra 
Auditorium on Monday, Rao ap-
preciated the collaboration be-
tween JSS AHER and Japan-
based Export Japan Inc for 
introducing technology that 
enables visually impaired us-
ers to scan QR codes on medi-
cine strips and receive details 
such as the drug name, manu-
facturer, expiry date, batch 
number and authenticity 
through voice output.

Noting that QR code technol-
ogy is widely used in restau-
rants, hotels and government 
departments, Rao said its adop-
tion in pharmaceuticals would 
significantly benefit the visu-
ally impaired. 

“If  pharma companies imple-

ment QR codes on medicine 
strips, visually challenged per-
sons can independently identify 
and verify medicines through 
voice-enabled information. This 
will also help people with lan-
guage barriers, those who can-
not read, and the elderly to use 
the right medicines,” he said. As 
such decisions must be taken at 
the national level, Rao said the 
state would forward a proposal 
to the government of  India and 
also attempt to bring pharma-
ceutical companies on board.

Dr T M Pramod Kumar, Prin-
cipal of  JSS College of  Pharma-
cy, said medication errors, un-

clear labels and inaccessible 
instructions pose serious risks 
to visually impaired patients. 
“This meeting aims to listen to 
those experiences, analyse evi-
dence collected across Karnata-
ka, Kerala, Telangana and And-
hra Pradesh, and explore how 
technology and policy together 
can improve medication safety 
and independence,” he said.

Representatives from Export 
Japan Inc, Tokuhiro Arakawa 
and Brittany Partin, and from 
Deloitte Tohmatsu Financial 
Advisory, Jotaro Sunahara and 
Kenta Miyamoto, were also 
present.

Health Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao greets delegates from Japan during the  
IMPACT-VIP Round Table Discussion in Mysuru on Monday |  UDAYASHANKAR s

E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  
@ B e n g a l u r u

A 32-year-old married civil en-
gineer, against whom a soft-
ware engineer had filed a com-
plaint accusing him of  cheating 
her of  Rs 1.53 crore under the 
pretext of  marriage, has been 
arrested by the Kengeri police. 

The accused met the victim 
on a matrimonial website, 
claiming to be a businessman 
and introducing his wife as his 
sister to dupe her.

The accused has been identi-
fied as Vijesh B, alias Vijay Raj 
Gowda, a resident of  Kengeri 
and a native of  Tumakuru.

The police said a 29-year-
old software engineer 
filed a complaint stat-
ing that she was cheated 
of  Rs 1.53 crore by Vijay 
Raj, whom she met on a 
matrimonial website in 
2024. He claimed to be run-
ning multiple businesses in the 
city and reportedly told her that 
he owned assets worth Rs 715 

crore in Bengaluru. He per-
suaded her to invest in a joint 
business venture, through 

which he allegedly collect-
ed Rs 1.75 crore from her 

in phases, while also 
promising to marry 
her. He claimed that 
cases had been regis-
tered against him fol-

lowing ED raids and that 
his bank accounts had been 

frozen. He allegedly showed her 
fake court documents to support 
his claims and continued to ex-

tort money, police said.
The police added that Vijay 

Raj later took the victim to his 
house to introduce her to his 
family members, during which 
he introduced his wife as his sis-
ter. The victim later learnt that 
the woman was his wife and that 
he also had a child. When the 
victim demanded the return of  
her money, he allegedly paid Rs 
22 lakh but later threatened to 
kill her and her friends if  she 
continued to demand the re-
maining amount.

Man who cheated techie of `1.53cr nabbed

E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  
@ B e n g a l u r u

A 37-year-old woman and her 
eight-year-old son were mowed 
down by a college bus when 
they were crossing the road 
near Viveknagar Junction in 
Ashoknagar traffic police lim-
its at 6.30 am on Monday. 

The deceased have been iden-
tified as Sangeetha and her son 
Partha, residents of  Ejipura. 
Sangeetha was working as a 
non-teaching staff  in a school 
in Viveknagar and her son was 
also a student there. Her hus-
band stays in Andhra Pradesh. 
Sangeetha has another child. 
The bus driver abandoned the 
vehicle and escaped. 

College bus 
mows down 
woman, son

 Warm tributes 
Transport Minister Ramalinga Reddy and others at an event organised to 

mark Mahayogi Vemana Jayanti in Bengaluru on Monday |  Nagaraja  Gadekal

e x p r e s s  r e a d

65-yr-old seer alleges extortion by woman
Bengaluru: A 65-year-old seer from a Tiptur-based mutt has filed 
a complaint with the Central Crime Branch, alleging extortion 
and life threats by a woman and her associates. According to the 
FIR registered on Sunday, Rudramuni Swami of Sri Padakshara 
Mutt stated that four to five months ago the accused, Spoorthi, 
who hails from Tiptur, contacted him claiming to be unemployed. 
She allegedly demanded Rs 4.5 lakh and threatened to defame 
him by spreading false allegations and damaging his reputation 
if the money is not paid. She also allegedly issued death threats 
and extorted the amount through multiple bank transfers. The 
accused and her associates later reportedly demanded an 
additional Rs 1 crore, threatening further harm. Following the 
harassment, the victim approached the police. A case has been 
registered under Sections 308 (extortion), 61 (criminal 
conspiracy) of the BNS. ENS

Ganja, exotic animals seized at KIA
Bengaluru: Customs officials intercepted two major illegal 
shipments -- a consignment of 35 wild animals and 4.96 kg of 
hydroponic ganja -- at Terminal 2 of Kempegowda 
International Airport on January 17. Three individuals were 
arrested under the Customs Act, 1962, for attempting to 
import 35 wild species from Bangkok without valid 
documents in violation of the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) and Wildlife Protection 
Act (WPA) rules. Unfortunately, many of the animals, 
including squirrel monkeys, green iguanas, blue iguanas, 
yellow iguanas, Abert’s squirrels and Patagonian hares, were 
found dead on arrival. The hydroponic ganja, valued around 
Rs 1.73 crore, was seized from a passenger who arrived from 
Kuala Lumpur. The accused was arrested under the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act of 1985. ENS

Pillion rider killed as speeding bike skids 
Bengaluru: A 36-year-old pillion rider died when the two-
wheeler he was on skidded on the road in Sanjaynagar 
traffic police station limits in the wee hours of Monday. The 
deceased, identified as Pradyumna from Uttar Pradesh, was 
riding with his friend Guru Singh Yadav when the latter lost 
control over the speeding bike and crashed at Bhadrappa 
Layout on the Outer Ring Road around 1.30 am. The victim 
was staying at Devi Nagar in the city and was a construction 
labourer. Pradyumna died on the way to a hospital. ENS

The Greater Bengaluru Authority on Monday launched the fortnightly Measles-
Rubella vaccination campaign at urban primary health centres and outreach 
areas of the five city corporations. The campaign will continue till January 31
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The foundation stone for the Indian Reserve Battalion (IRB) Training Centre and Battalion 
headquarters will be laid by Home Minister Dr G Parameshwara in Kolar Gold Fields on Tuesday. The IRB, 
raised by the Union Government for states and UTs to support local police forces in maintaining law and 
order, especially during emergencies, will commence operations with a manpower of 1,100 personnel 

Janardhana Reddy, cm trade 
barbs over Ballari firing

Reddy urges CM to  
refer probe to CBI...

...Allegations baseless, 
says Siddaramaiah

E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Bengaluru

Former minister Gali Janard-
hana Reddy on Monday urged 
Chief  Minister Siddaramaiah 
to hand over the probe into the 
recent violent clashes in Bal-
lari to the Central Bureau of  
Investigation (CBI). During the 
violent clashes between Con-
gress and BJP workers, a Con-
gress worker was killed, alleg-
edly when a Congress leader’s 
gunman opened fire.

Speaking to media here, Red-
dy asked Siddaramaiah why he 
was hesitating to hand over the 
investigation into the case to 

the CBI. Accusing the CM of  
trying to protect the Congress 
MLA, Reddy said Siddaramai-
ah is aware that the legislator 
was responsible for the Con-
gress worker’s death. “The CM 
is trying to hoodwink people by 
getting three private gunmen 
arrested and handing over the 
case to the CID,” he said.

Reddy said an innocent per-
son died in the clash when Con-
gress MLA Bharat Reddy, along 
with 5000 people, tried to target 
him by throwing Molotov cock-
tails at his residence, leading to 
the gunman opening fire. Red-
dy also claimed that it was an 
attempt to kill him.

E x p r e s s  ne  w s  s e r v i c e 
@ Belagavi

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
made a sharp attack on BJP 
MLA G Janardhana Reddy, 
questioning his credibility and 
dismissing his allegations 
against the State Government.

Addressing reporters at 
Nandgad in Belagavi on Mon-
day, Siddaramaiah said Reddy, 
who had previously been im-
prisoned in connection with il-
legal mining, lacked the moral 
standing to accuse others of  
corruption. The CM was react-
ing to Janardhana Reddy urg-
ing him  to hand over the probe 

into the recent violent clashes 
in Ballari to the Central Bureau 
of  Investigation (CBI).

The CM recalled that Reddy 
had once even been barred 
from entering Ballari and 
pointed out that legal cases 
against him are still pending 
before the Supreme Court. Re-
sponding to Reddy’s charge 
that the CM and 12 ministers 
are looting the state, Siddara-
maiah said opposition thrives 
on falsehoods and attempts to 
mislead the public. “The As-
sembly session is about to be-
gin. Let him raise these issues 
there. We are ready to respond,” 
he said.

(Left) Former minister and MLA Gali  Janardhana Reddy addresses the media at the BJP office in Bengaluru on Monday; CM Siddaramaiah at the foundation laying  
ceremony to erect a statue of Chalukyan emperor Immadi Pulakeshi I I  at Badami in Bagalkot district |  Express

Sriramulu booked for disclosing 
minor rape survivor’s identity
K i r a n  B a l a nn  a n a v a r  @ Ballari

A case has been registered 
against for mer minister  
and BJP leader B Sriramulu  
for allegedly disclosing the 
identity of  a minor sexual  
assault survivor while address-
ing the public. 

The complaint was filed after 
Sriramulu, while speaking at a 
BJP protest meeting held at the 
APMC Yard in the city on Janu-
ary 17, reportedly made the re-
marks that revealed sensitive 
details of  a rape survivor,  
including her name, caste, 
school and class. The incident 
he referred to involved the  
alleged sexual assault of   
a Class 9 student at a private 
school in the city.

He claimed that drugs are be-
ing sold openly in the city and 
students who consumed the 
substance committed the crime 
against their classmate. He al-
legedly disclosed particulars 
that could lead to the identifica-
tion of  the survivor, which is 

prohibited under law.
The inspector from the Wom-

en’s Police Station registered a 
case under Section 23 of  theP-
OCSO Act, which bars the dis-
closure of  a child victim’s iden-
tity in any form, including 
through public statements.

Police sources said that re-
vealing the identity of  a minor 
survivor, directly or indirectly, 
constitutes a punishable of-

fence, irrespective of  intent. 
“The law is very clear that the 
dignity and privacy of  the child 
must be protected at all costs,” 
an officer said. Superintendent 
of  Police Suman D Pennekar 
said the offence attracts punish-
ment of  up to seven years  
imprisonment and is non-baila-
ble. “We registered the case 
based on the complaint received. 
Probe will be conducted and  
further legal action will be taken 
in accordance with the law,”  
she said.

Legal experts said public 
representatives bear greater 
responsibility while address-
ing sensitive issues, especially 
those involving children. Civil 
rights groups criticised Srira-
mulu and called for strict en-
forcement of  victim protection 
laws to prevent secondary trau-
ma to survivors.

Maha has no legal basis to pursue case: CM
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Belagavi

On the Karnataka-Maharash-
tra border dispute, Chief  Min-
ister Siddaramaiah said that 
hearings in the Supreme 
Court will begin on January 
21. He asserted that Mahar-
ashtra has no legal basis to 
pursue the case and said Kar-
nataka would be represented 

by competent legal counsel. 
According to him, the key is-
sue is determining which au-
thority has jurisdiction to re-
solve the dispute,  and 
Karnataka will continue on 
the judicial path.

On voter list revisions, Sid-
daramaiah said the Congress 
has instructed party workers 

and booth-level agents to be 
cautious during the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) proc-
ess. He said that the exercise 
should not be politicised and 
that no genuine voter should 
be excluded.

The CM also said the gov-
ernment would clarify issues 
raised by the Governor on cer-
tain Bills during the upcom-
ing Assembly session.

b o r d e r  r o w

B Sriramulu addresses the public  
at a rally held in Ballari  last week   

CM and I will abide by top 
brass’ call, reiterates DKS
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Bengaluru 

KARNATAKA Deputy Chief  
Minister DK Shivakumar, 
who returned to Bengaluru af-
ter his three-day visit to Delhi 
on Monday, said that Chief  
Minister Siddaramaiah and he 
are bound to follow the Con-
gress high command’s decision 
on leadership change. “The CM 
and I have reached an agree-
ment that we will abide by the 
decision of  the high com-
mand. You (media) are 
worried about your 
TRP,” Shivakumar hit 
back at media persons.

Shivakumar, who is 
also the state Congress 
president, said that the 
high command will take 
a decision at an appro-
priate time. “The MLAs 
will have their desires... there 
is nothing wrong with it,” he 
said when asked about a sec-
tion of  legislators backing him 
for the top post. 

Shivakumar said that the 
party came to power not just 
because of  his hard work, but 
also because of  every worker 
who burned the midnight oil in 
all 224 constituencies. “All 140 
MLAs are also my supporters. 
CM Siddaramaiah is also sup-
porting me. Do you know what 
the CM and I have spoken 
about? We know what we spoke 
in the presence of  Rahul Gan-

dhi, high command… what we 
have decided after sitting to-
gether (over breakfast meet-
ings). Can we discuss this issue 
openly in front of  you (media)? 
Only time will answer every-
thing,” Shivakumar said.

He took exception to news re-
ports that claimed that he did 
not meet Rahul Gandhi in Del-
hi, though it was earlier report-
ed that he met the latter on the 
sidelines of  the preparatory 
meeting held to discuss the up-

coming Assam Assem-
bly polls. “The media 
unnecessarily wrote 
that Rahul Gandhi 
did not meet me. The 
other day you (media) 
carried a photograph 
of  me and Rahul Gan-
dhi sitting together 
and discussing, and 

the next day you are 
saying that there was no meet-
ing. The high command will 
take the final decision. The CM 
and I have made it clear many 
times. So, there should be no 
confusion,” Shivakumar said.

On his brother and former 
MP DK Suresh’s reported state-
ment that the high command 
would give his brother the 
“good news”, he said, “My 
brother, our workers, and the 
media are also saying it. Com-
ing together is good news, dis-
cussing together is good news. 
Since we have whispered in 
their ears, the expectations of  

MLAs are high.”

Siddaramaiah’s clear 
message on his tenure
In a significant political signal, 
CM Siddaramaiah asserted 
that he would complete his full 
term as chief  minister, indi-
rectly brushing aside specula-
tion about leadership change.  
Responding to questions on lo-
cal problems at Badami, par-
ticularly the long-pending is-
sue of  relocating houses near 
the ancient cave monuments 
and the heritage Basadis, Sid-
daramaiah said the Tourism 
Department has already grant-
ed clearance for relocation. 

“I am the CM, and during 
our tenure itself, these houses 
will be relocated,” he assured, 
adding that residents have 
been suffering for years due to 
delays. He promised that the 
relocation would be completed 
before the end of  his term, giv-
ing much-needed relief  to af-
fected families.

Light-hearted remark  
on DKS’ Delhi visit
Reacting with humour to ques-
tions about Deputy Chief  Min-
ister DK Shivakumar’s visit to 
Delhi, Siddaramaiah quipped, 
drawing laughter from the me-
dia. “DK Shivakumar has 
come back from Delhi. I will 
speak to him myself,” he said 
with a smile, downplaying po-
litical speculation. 

chalukya utsav returns
CM Siddaramaiah inaugurates the 3-day Chalukya Utsav in Badami on Monday, marking the fest’s return after a gap of nearly 
10 years. The festival, announced in the state budget, is being held at the Veera Pulakeshi Sports Complex, underscoring the 

government’s focus on heritage, tourism, and regional development. “We are celebrating Chalukya Utsav with great happiness. 
This was announced in the budget. It  was not held for the last 10 years, and now we have revived it,” the CM said |  Express

BJP excise licence charge motivated, 
Priyank Kharge defends Timmapur
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Bengaluru

RDPR and IT/BT  Minister Pri-
yank Kharge on Monday 
termed the BJP’s allegation of  
a massive liquor licence brib-
ery scam in the Excise Depart-
ment as “politically motivat-
ed”. Defending Excise Minister 
RB Timmapur, Kharge chal-
lenged the BJP to substantiate 
its allegation. Responding to 
Leader of  Opposition in the As-
sembly R Ashoka’s allegation, 
Kharge said, “Produce docu-
mentary evidence or back off.”

Kharge asserted that the 
Congress government would 
not be cowed down by such 
baseless allegation.

He declared that Thimmapur 

would resign if  the allegation 
against him is proved.

Addressing reporters earlier, 
Ashoka accused the Excise De-
partment of  running a Rs 2,500-
cr bribery racket linked to liq-
uor licences’ auction. Ashoka 
alleged that the money collect-
ed as bribe is being diverted to 
meet the Congress’ election ex-
penses in Assam and Mahar-
ashtra. Ashoka claimed to have 
obtained some audio record-
ings purportedly linking bribes 
paid to Timmapur or his son.

Ashoka accused the Congress 
government of  ignoring Gan-
dhian values and promoting 
corruption. He demanded that 
Timmapur resign as minister 
and held the government re-
sponsible for the alleged racket. 

Kharge said that it is an at-
tempt to defame the Congress 
government. The issue gained 
traction following the recent 
arrest of  excise deputy com-
missioner Jagadish Nayak and 
two others for allegedly accept-
ing Rs 25 lakh as bribe for 
granting bar and microbrew-
ery licences. 

Ashoka described the Lokay-
ukta action against Nayak and 
other accused as evidence of  
deep-rooted corruption in the 
department. The Congress, 
however, maintained that the 
arrest demonstrated the gov-
ernment’s commitment to act 
against corruption.

Stating that law will take its 
course, Kharge said no one will 
be shielded in the case.

We registered the case based on the complaint received. A detailed 
investigation will be conducted and further legal action will be taken

Ballari Superintendent of Police Suman D Pennekar

‘Op Blue Star’ veteran gets due with Upa Lokayukta’s help
Y a t h i r a j u  @ Bengaluru

A former solider who was in-
jured in Operation Blue Star at 
Suvarna Mandir in Amritsar in 
1984, has fought and won a long-
er battle. After 41 years, Ilala 
Hullappa (65) was granted two 
acres of  land in Koppal, 
but only due to the in-
tervention of  Upa 
Lokayukta Justice B 
Veerappa.

Unable to work due 
to injuries sustained 
in Operation Blue 
Star, Hullappa, a na-
tive of  Guddada Devalapura in 
Kushtagi taluk, opted for retire-
ment. He was sanctioned two 
acres of  land at Kaatapoora vil-
lage in Kushtagi taluk of  Kop-
pal district for agricultural 
purposes by the Deputy Com-

missioner of  Koppal, under the 
Karnataka Land Revenue Act, 
1964. He had applied for it in 
1985, and finally got it on Janu-
ary 11, 2026. 

Hullappa told The New Indi-
an Express that during the 
bloody operation, a bullet shell 

opened and pierced his 
chest, leg and left hand. 
“Fortunately, I survived 
with pieces of  shell in 
my chest and leg, which 
were removed success-
fully. But the one in the 
left hand could not be 
removed as my hand 

would have had to be amputat-
ed. Without removing it, doc-
tors managed to retain the 
hand. Unable to continue work, 
I opted out of  service after the 
operation.” 

“In fact, when I was injured, 

then Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi and then Karnataka 
chief  minister lauded me with 
an appreciation letter in 1984. 
Attaching this letter, I submit-
ted an application for grant of  
land to the Kushtagi tahsildar 
in 1985, in the hope that my serv-
ice to the nation would be con-
sidered. However, despite re-
peated requests, successful 
governments did not allot the 
land. Now, with the interven-
tion of  Upa Lokayukta Justice 
Veerappa, two acres were sanc-
tioned within five months after 
registration of  a suo motu case 
in August 2025,” said Hullappa.

“I am very grateful for hav-
ing got the land after 40 years, 
and thankful to Upa Lokayukta 
Justice B Veerappa, who is 
very generous and has a good 
heart. He is fighting against in-

justice for the cause of  soldiers 
who fought for the country,” he 
said. Narrating the agony of  
family members of  soldiers 
who sacrifice lives and limbs 
for the nation, Hullappa said it 
is only male family members 
who can run from office to of-
fice for land or a site, after  
the soldier is killed or injured 
during battle. Women mem-
bers are not in a position to  
run from pillar to post to claim 
s u ch  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  h e  
said. “At least I got land for  
my sacrifice for the nation,  
and can eke out a livelihood,” 
he added. 

I am very grateful for having got the land after 40 years, and  
thankful to Upa Lokayukta Justice B Veerappa, who is very  
generous and has a good heart

Ilala Hullappa

DKS to fly to 
Davos, miss 2 
days of session 
E n s  @ Bengaluru 

Deputy CM DK Shivakumar, 
who cancelled his tour of  Dav-
os to take part in the annual 
meeting of  the 2026 World Eco-
nomic Forum scheduled on 
Monday, has decided to go on 
Tuesday. He will be joining the 
state delegation led by Indus-
tries Minister MB Patil. As Shi-
vakumar is expected to return 
only on January 25, he will 
miss two days of  the seven-day 
joint session scheduled to be-
gin on January 22. 

Shivakumar earlier attrib-
uted the cancellation of  his Da-
vos tour due to a series of  AICC 
meetings with regard to Assam 
Assembly elections, and spear-
heading a campaign against 
the Centre over the MGNREGA 
issue in the session. The BJP 
slammed him for his stance as 
he kept political interests above 
the state’s development. He told 
reporters he will adhere to the 
advice of  both the Opposition 
and ruling parties. “There is 
meaning in what they say. I will 
not say it is wrong. Ask this 
question tomorrow morning,” 
he quipped.“Yes, I have re-
ceived permission from Delhi 
for my trip. CM Siddaramaiah 
has also told me to go. I am get-
ting calls to attend the Davos 
meeting. Our opposition friends 
are also advising me, that’s why 
I am going. Shouldn’t we some-
times accept their advice in the 
interest of  the state?” he said.

C O N TI  N U E D  F R O M  PA  G E  1

The deceased officer has young 
twin children. Chauhan had 
booked a room at Yuvaraj Gal-
axy Lodge behind Sree Kuma-
ran Jewellers on Sunday after-
noon. He stayed there with his 
friend Mallanagouda Patil from 
Indi in Vijayapura. Chauhan 
had told his family that he 
would not come home at night.

On Monday morning, his 
body was found behind the jew-
ellers showroom and blood had 
oozed from his nose. Chauhan’s 
friend  Patil is missing and his 
cellphone is switched off.

Lashkar Mohalla police shift-
ed the body to MMCRI mortu-
ary. A police complaint was filed 
by Chauhan’s friend Manu.

RFO’s friend 
missing 

e x p r e s s  r e a d

K’buragi ZP  ranks first in 
e-office implementation
KALABURAGI: Kalaburagi Zilla 
Panchayat has secured the 
number one position in the state 
in implementing the e-Office 
system, owing to its emphasis on 
the effective use of technology 
for the speedy disposal of  
files in government offices, 
official sources said. During  
the 2025 calendar year, as many 
as 2,938 e-files were created  
in Kalaburagi district, while 54,381 
files were disposed of through  
the e-Office platform. Similarly, 
13,664 letters received from the 
public were registered under the 
e-receipt system, and 3,52,221 
e-receipts were disposed of during 
the same period. RDPR and IT/BT 
Minister Priyank Kharge hailed 
Kalaburagi district for its 
achievement in implementation 
of e-office � ENS

I lala Hullappa when he was in service  
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Two boys were killed in an accident after their car rammed an electric pole on National Highway 66, on 
Sunday near Hanifabad Cross in Bhatkal. The car was overspeeding. The deceased are Bilal Ashraf Shipai (15), 
a resident of Azad Nagar, and Ayan Abdul Salam Akrami (19), a resident of Goodluck Road, Bhatkal. While 
Bilal died on the spot, Ayan succumbed to his injuries while being shifted to a hospital in Udupi

India launches open-source platform 
to build private 5G mobile networks
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Bengaluru

India has launched an open-
source platform to help organi-
sations build private 5G net-
works. Developed by the Indian 
Open Source for Mobile Com-
munication Networks (IOS-
MCN) consortium, led by Indi-
an Institute of  Science (IISc), 
Bengaluru, the platform ena-
bles low-cost, secure and high-
speed 5G deployment for facto-
ries, campuses and enterprises, 
marking a major step towards 
industry-ready private 5G 

solutions. 
The newly released platform, 

named Agartala 0.4.0, enables 
organisations such as facto-
ries, campuses, research insti-
tutions and startups to build 
and operate their own private 
5G networks. These networks 
are designed to offer faster 
speeds, lower latency, improved 
reliability and stronger secu-
rity compared to conventional 
Wi-Fi and public mobile net-
works, while remaining cost-
effective, a press release said.

The platform is being devel-
oped by the IOS-MCN consor-

tium, led by IISc, Bengaluru, 
along with IIT Delhi and Cen-
tre for Development of  Ad-
vanced Computing (C-DAC), 
with funding from the Minis-
try of  Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology (MeitY). The 
initiative aims to strengthen 
India’s telecom and digital 
infrastructure. 

Early pilot deployments led 
by ecosystem partners are ex-
pected to begin in the second 
half  of  2026 across multiple 
sectors, marking a key mile-
stone in India’s private 5G eco-
system, the release added.

M a l l i k a r j u n  H i r em  a t h  @ 
D h a r w a d 

A newborn baby that was aban-
doned in an agriculture field 
was bitten by a dog. The baby 
was shifted to KMCRI Hospital 
in Hubballi. 

The baby was discovered 
when people heard its cries and 
traced it to a field located in By-
hatti village, around 30 km 
from Dharwad city on Monday. 
The baby cried loudly in pain 
when the dog started biting it 
and the people in the fields 
rushed to the spot and rescued 
it with the help of  ASHA 
workers. 

It was taken to a PHC where 
it was administered first aid. 
The left leg hallux toe (big toe) 
of  the baby has been complete-
ly chewed up by the dog. 

The newborn, weighing 
around 2.6 kg, is being treated 
in a NICU, and is said to be sta-
ble. Superintendent of  Police 
(SP) Gunjan Arya confirmed 
that the injured baby was found 
in the field in the morning. A 
case has been registered at 
Hubballi Rural police station. 
Police are searching for the 
mother and the people who 
abandoned the baby. 

Abandoned baby 
bitten by dog 
found alive

P r a k a s h  S a m a g a  @ Udupi

Listing the matter for next 
hearing on February 9, 2026, 
the National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) Southern Zone, Chen-
nai recently issued an order, 
directing Udupi DC Swaroopa 
T K and Chairman of  Karna-
taka Urban Water Supply and 
Drainage Board (KUWSDB) to 
file a detailed report outlining 
proposed action along with ap-
proximate estimates and time-
lines to stop the flow of  waste 
water into Sauparnika River 
in Kollur. 

Judicial Member-Justice 
Pushpa Sathyanarayana and 
Expert Member- Dr Prashant 
Gargava issued the order 
while hearing the application 
by Social Activist Harish Thol-
ar of  Kollur. Due to the alleged 
discharge of  sewage and sul-
lage water by commercial es-
tablishments- lodges and ho-
te ls  in  and around Sri 
Mookambika Temple, Kollur, 
the river has been contaminat-
ed for many years now.

Even though the Under-
ground Sewerage Scheme 
(UGSS) work was initiated in 
Kollur for Rs 19.97 crore in 2015 
and completed in 2020, the wa-
ter contamination has not 
stopped. NGT observed that 
though Udupi DC’s report was 
filed before it, on November 25, 

2025, after two years of  its in-
struction, the same was not 
exhaustive. 

NGT observed in the report 
submitted before it that the dis-
trict administration issued 
certain directions to KUWSDB 
and PDO regarding the func-
tioning of  the Sewage Treat-

ment Plant (STP). NGT object-
ed to Udupi DC not providing 
details regarding the volume 
of  waste generated, carrying 
capacity of  the existing UGSS, 
the extent to which capacity 
must be enhanced, the estimat-
ed cost, and the timelines for 
s u c h  i m p r ove m e n t s ,  i f  
needed. 

NGT then asked the Udupi 
DC and the KUWSDB Chair-
man to appear before it through 
video conferencing. Karnataka 
State Pollution Control Board 
has been directed by NGT to 
file a detailed report identify-
ing the violators and specify-
ing in it the action taken to pre-
vent such violations. Social 
Activist Harish Tholar told 
The New Indian Express that 
due to the discharge of  sewage 
water into the Sauparnika Riv-
er, the water is contaminated, 
and devotees are facing the 
problem. Despite the UGSS be-
ing implemented in Kollur, 
commercial establishments 
continue to contaminate the 
river, he said.

River pollution: NGT seeks report
Takes note of sewage flowing into Sauparnika, directs DC, KUWSDB chief to appear before it 

A view of the contaminated Sauparnika river in Kollur

E XPR   E SS   N E WS   S E RVIC    E  @ Udupi

Sri Vedavardhana Theertha 
Swamiji of  Sri Shiroor Mutt 
made it mandatory for men to 
enter the 800-year-old Sri Krish-
na Mutt without wearing 
shirts. Further, guidelines were 
issued to devotees regarding 
the dress code that should be 
strictly followed while vis-
iting the temple.

Earlier, the rule re-
quired men to remove 
their shirts while en-
tering the temple only 
during the puja hours. 
Shiroor Mutt Diwan 
Udaya Kumar Saralatthaya 
said that devotees should visit 
the mutt with utmost Krishna 
consciousness by following the 
new dress code.

“The first Paryaya of  Sri 
Vedavardhana Theertha Swa-
miji of  Shiroor Mutt com-
menced. The Pontiff  advised 
men devotees not to arrive in 

Bermuda shorts, and they 
should remove shirts before 
entering the mutt. Similarly, 
women devotees are also 
asked not to come wearing at-
tire like half  skirts and Ber-
muda shorts while visiting 
the shrine. The mutt wants 
people to visit the shrine as 
devotees of  Sri Krishna,” Sar-

alathaya said, quoting 
the Paryaya Pontiff.

He added that men 
may wear a shawl af-
t e r  re m ov i n g  t h e 
shirt. The dress code 

that existed only for 
the afternoon puja was 

extended for the whole day, as 
there are several pujas and 
rituals taking place inside the 
shrine from mor ning till 
night. Devotees should ensure 
that they follow the dress code 
before entering the shrine 
through the ‘Maha Dhwara’, 
the main entrance, on the 
eastern side of  the temple.

Dress code enforced 
at Sri Krishna Mutt

artistic vision
Visitors check out an exhibit at the Jaragandi Art Exhibition at 

Karnataka Chitrakala Parishat in Bengaluru on Monday |  Nagaraja Gadekal

e x p r e s s  r e a d

5kg silver stolen from 
jewellery shop in B’gavi
Belagavi: A jeweller’s shop near 
Waghavade Cross in Machhe 
village was broken into and silver 
jewellery weighing 5kgs, worth 
around 12L, was stolen on 
Sunday. Mahesh Gokul Kaktikar, 
the owner of Ganesh Jewellers, 
reported at Belagavi Rural police 
station. It was found that thieves 
got in after cutting the shutter in 
a gas cutter. Police have launched 
an intensive investigation to 
trace the culprits.

Eng-medium schools 
demand two-level 
Maths exam in SSLC 
Bengaluru: The Associated 
Managements of English Medium 
Schools in Karnataka (KAMS) has 
written to Minister for School 
Education and Literacy Madhu 
Bangarappa, to introduce two levels 
in the Maths exam for SSLC students 
for 2027-28. It includes standard and 
basic levels in the Maths exam. KAMS 
General Secretary Shashikumar D 
said, “Across Karnataka State Board 
examinations, Mathematics has 
consistently remained one of the 
most difficult subjects and a major 
contributor to student failure. This is 
seen year after year in SSLC results, 
where Mathematics records lower 
pass percentage, compared to most 
other subjects.” ENS



G A Y A T H R I  M  K U R U P  @Bengaluru

AS Karnataka prepares to roll out menstrual 
cups for girls in government schools, educa-
tors, parents and health experts caution that 
the initiative’s success depends on busting 
myths and deep-rooted stigma around men-
struation, particularly in rural and margin-
alised communities. Teachers in government 
schools say many girls hesitate to speak 
openly about menstruation due to family re-
strictions and social norms. Civil society or-
ganisations working at the grassroots say 
peer-led approaches have shown promise, 
but parental acceptance remains a challenge. 
Educators pointed out parental resistance 
driven by myths linking internal menstrual 
products to virginity, marriage prospects 
and fertility issues among schoolgirls.

Highlighting the health benefits, gynaecol-
ogist Dr Pallavi Prasad said, “Menstrual cups 
are safe for adolescents, do not affect virginity 
or future fertility, reduce rashes and allergies, 
allow participation in sports and swimming, 
and create less biological waste,making them 
ideal for school-going girls.”

Saraswathi K, director of  Rural Literacy 
and Health Program (RLHP), an NGO work-
ing in urban slums and rural villages, said 
adolescent girls are more open to trying men-
strual cups when discussions take place 
within peer groups. “Some girls discontinue 
the use due to discomfort, while others adapt 
and encourage their peers”, she said.

Parents hesitate even though there is no 
medical basis for it. “Fear and misinforma-
tion are still strong, in rural areas primarily. 
Parents lack exposure and access to informa-
tion. But after a few awareness sessions, they 
realise that girls using it are safe, and the 
fear slowly begins to fade”, said Sowmya, a 
parent. Mental health professionals say re-
sistance is rooted more in cultural anxiety 
than health concerns. Denita Thomson, a 
trainee counselling psychologist who con-
ducts sessions for adolescent girls in schools, 
said menstrual cups challenge long-held be-
liefs around purity. “Anything involving 
vaginal insertion is often wrongly linked to 
sexual activity. Menstrual cups encourage 
girls to have a direct relationship with their 
bodies, it may feel threatening in settings 
where bodily autonomy is still questioned,” 
she said.

Educationist Niranjanaradhya V P 
stressed the need to focus on parents. “This 
stigma is more prevalent in rural and mar-
ginalised communities. While the govern-
ment and NGOs have worked on adolescent 
and reproductive health programmes, edu-
cating parents at scale is crucial,” he said. 

Fear and 
misinformation 

are still strong, in 
rural areas 

primarily. Parents 
lack access to 

information. But 
after a few 
awareness 

sessions, they 
realise that it is 

safe to use

Sowmya, a parent

Anything 
involving vaginal 
insertion is often 
wrongly linked to 

sexual activity. 
Menstrual cups 

encourage girls to 
have a direct 

relationship with 
their bodies, it 

may feel 
threatening in 
settings where 

bodily autonomy 
is still questioned

Denita Thomson, 
trainee psychologist

HEALTHY, 
HYGEINIC & 

GREEN 
ALTERNATIVE

Ideally women use 10-15 sanitary pads a 
month, 180 a year and 1,800 in 10 years  

One sanitary pad holds 5ml blood

One menstrual cup holds 23ml blood

One menstrual 
cup replaces

1,800 
sanitary pads 

Plastic is 
used to 
make 
sanitary 
pads leak 
proof, it 
does not 
disintegrate 
and lands 
up in 
landfills 
most of 
the time

Menstrual cups, 
made of silicon, 
can be washed 
and reused
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Vice-President CP Radhakrishnan will take part in the 7th Punya Sansmaranotsava (death anniversary) 
of Sri Shivakumar Swamy, who lived for 111 years, at the Siddaganga Mutt in Tumakuru at 11am on 
Monday. Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot will preside over the function and Union Minister of State for 
Railways and Jal Shakti V Somanna and Home Minister Dr G Parameshwara will be the chief guests
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Health department 
educating teachers and 
mothers about benefits

B O S K Y  K H A N N A  @ Bengaluru

TO address the issue of  men-
strual hygiene and ensure sus-
tainability, the health depart-
ment is now promoting women 
to use menstrual cups, particu-
larly students from Grades 9–12. 
In the next two months, the de-
partment will start supplying 
menstrual cups to students in 
educational institutions. To 
make them comfortable and get 
used to the cups, they will be dis-
tributing sanitary pads and cups 
in such a manner than each will 
suffice for six months. 

The department is also work-
ing with NGOs to train teach-
ers and mothers in using men-
strual cups, so children are 
aware and fell comfortable on 
the usage. Health department 
officials said this addresses the 
issue of  sanitary pad incinera-
tors and vending machines at 
all educational institutions. 

Harsh Gupta, Principal Sec-
retary at Health and Family 
Welfare Department said, or-
ders have been placed for sup-
plying menstrual cups to chil-
dren studying in Grades 9–12. 
Tenders have been finalised 
and supply will start in the next 

two months. In the meantime 
money has been given to all the 
divisions to buy the menstrual 
cups and supply it to children. 

Health department officials 
said there were a few com-
plaints regarding proper sup-
ply of  pads. This issue has been 
addressed by NGOs, working 
with the education department 
at the school level, by distribut-
ing it with a head count of  stu-
dents and staffers. 

The health department has 
allocated Rs 71 crore for the 
procurement of  menstrual 
cups and sanitary pads, with-
out involving middlemen in the 
supply chain. 

Dr Meenkashi Bharath, gy-
naecologist, now involved in 
civic advocacy said, mothers 
are the major influencers of  
sanitary hygiene. So if  they are 
educated, then children will 
feel comfortable on their ap-
proval. In the meantime, efforts 
are also being done to train an-
aganwadis and teachers on the 
use of  menstrual cups. This 
method was tried earlier and 
had seen a little success. She 
said, a lot of  awareness is need-
ed on this and so far 50% suc-
cess has been attained. 

CM inaugurates Rayanna statue at Nandgad

UNESCO TAG LIKELY FOR 
LAKKUNDI SOON: PATIL
R A G H O T T A M  K O P P A R  @ Gadag

THE tourism department and 
Lakkundi Development Au-
thority (LDA) are working to-
wards historic Lakkundi vil-
lage being listed under a 
UNESCO heritage site soon. In 
addition, 44 sites in the village 
will soon come under the pro-
tection of  the state govern-
ment, Tourism minister HK 
Patil said on Monday. 

A rooftop support stone 
called Bodhi Kambaha and 
what appeared like a stone-age 
weapon were found on the 4th 
day of  excavation at Lakkundi 
on Monday. 

As many as 16 sites in the his-
toric village have already been 
declared as state-protected 
monuments. In addition, 8 
more temples will be declared 
as protected monuments by the 
state government by the end of  
February, Patil told reporters 
after a meeting of  the High Lev-

el Advisory Committee of  the 
Lakkundi Heritage Area Devel-
opment Authority (LHADA).

“In addition, the LHADA Com-
missioner of  the authority has 
been instructed to submit a com-
prehensive proposal to the gov-
ernment within a month for in-
cluding 20 more temples and 
wells in Lakkundi in the list of  
state-protected monuments. With 
this, a total of  44 sites in Lakkun-
di will come under the direct su-
pervision of  the government and 
more funds will be made availa-
ble for their development and 

protection,” Patil said.
“Rs 10 crores has already 

been released for the develop-
ment of  five temples and an an-
cient well in Lakkundi. The 
tender process has been com-
pleted and work orders will be 
issued in February. Excava-
tions will begin by March to 
identify the temples that are 
buried under soil and revive 
them. Rs 1.65 crore has been re-
leased for the construction of  
an open-air museum to show-
case the artistic splendour of  
Lakkundi,” the minister said.

STIGMA DOGS AMBITIOUS PROJECT

Menstrual cups safe to use, do not 
affect virginity, fertility: Experts 

Left:  A rooftop support stone called Bodhi Kambaha and what 
appears to be a stone-age weapon found at Lakkundi on Monday 
Above:  Minister HK Patil  at the press conference in Gadag  

Ritti family to get govt job, house
Tourism minister HK Patil on Monday announced that the 
government has decided to provide employment and a house to 
Prajwal Ritti, who recently handed over the gold ornaments and 
artefacts found on their land in Lakkundi to the state 
government. An official order in this regard will be handed over to 
the family on Republic Day, he said.  After discussing with legal 
experts, considering this as a special case, the amount of the 
incentive money will be determined, Patil said.

Women street 
vendors seek 
social security, 
better infra
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

THE Karnataka State Federa-
tion of  Women Street Vendors 
was inaugurated on Monday 
during celebrations of  Women 
Street Vendors’ Day. The initia-
tive aims to support the welfare 
and overall development of  
women vendors, who face daily 
hardships while providing af-
fordable essentials to the pub-
lic. They demand complete im-
plementation of  the Street 
Vendors (Protection of  Liveli-
hood and Regulation of  Street 
Vending) Act, 2014.

Highlighting their role in the 
urban economy, the Federation 
said women constitute nearly 
53 per cent of  the total street 
vendors in the State. Many 
women vendors shoulder mul-
tiple responsibilities – manag-
ing households, caring for chil-
dren and elderly family 
members, and earning daily in-
comes by selling vegetables, 
fruits, flowers, clothes, toys, 
utensils and other essential 
goods from pavements and 
roadside stalls.

The federation noted that 
street vendors work in difficult 
conditions, braving heat, rain, 
cold and dust, and played a crit-
ical role during the Covid-19 
pandemic by ensuring food 
reached citizens despite severe 
disruptions. 

The organisation has de-
manded complete implementa-
tion of  the Street Vendors (Pro-
tection of  Livelihood and 
Regulation of  Street Vending) 
Act, 2014, calling for the crea-
tion of  vending zones, eviction 
protection, and harassment-
free working environment. It 
stressed that vendors must be 
seen as contributors to nation-
building, not as encroachers, 
and urged governments to 
adopt supportive policies rath-
er than punitive measures.

W h i l e  a c k n o w l e d g i n g 
schemes like PM SVANidhi as 
vital for financial assistance, 
the Federation sought im-
proved infrastructure, skill 
training and financial literacy 
programmes to help vendors 
grow into sustainable micro-
entrepreneurs. It also called for 
integrating street vendors into 
urban planning by providing 
safe, recognised vending 
spaces.

The Federation urged the 
government to act swiftly to en-
sure dignity, livelihood security 
and social protection for wom-
en street vendors across 
Karnataka.

A GOLDEN SALUTE
Members of the Associated Managements of Primary and Secondary Schools in 

Karnataka felicitate School Education and Literacy Minister Madhu Bangarappa 
at the Vision-Mission conference in Bengaluru on Sunday. In honour of his 

contributions to the education sector, Bangarappa was also bestowed with the title 
of ‘Shikshana Bangara’ on the occasion  |  EXPRESS

D’ballapur saree cloning: 
State to seek Centre’s help
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Bengaluru:

KARNATAKA Textile Minister Shivanand Patil along with weav-
ers delegation from Doddaballapur are flying to Delhi, to meet Un-
ion Textile Minister Giriraj Singh, seeking Centre’s intervention 
for Surat mills manufacturing Doddaballapur lookalike sarees.

B G Hemanth Raju, President of  Weavers’ Rights Forum, Dod-
daballapur, said they were invited to take part in the meeting on 
Monday. “Minister assured us to take our delegation to Union Tex-
tile Ministry. He will also be writing to them about Surat sarees 
putting our weavers into distress’’ he said. He also said the weavers 
urged Minister Patil about bringing the Power Loom Reservation 
Act to restricts mills from copying power loom sarees.

Textile department said they are bringing Textile Policy 2025-
30, where the state government is stressing on helping weavers. 
They are planning to start a textile mela, similar to farmers mela, 
where weavers get a platform to sell. Minister Patil said the Tex-
tile Policy is in the finishing stage. He has also received sugges-
tions to pay stipend to youths who take up weaving as profession, 
as it is on a decline. Patil also said they are going to call for global 
tender to develop a textile park. The Centre intends to develop 
seven such textile park across the country. In Karnataka, with 
lack of  basic amenities, the  project was delayed and now they 
are taking up the work to fasten the process of  developing the 
textile park in Kalaburgi’ he assured.

Adigas Yatra marks 32 years with new logo
Bengaluru: Travel and tourism brand Adigas Yatra on Sunday 

unveiled its new logo to mark its 32nd anniversary. The function 
was attended by Karnataka Legislative Council Chairperson 
Basavaraj Horatti, Panchamasali Jagadguru Sri Vachananda 

Mahaswami of Harihar, Karnataka State Tourism Organisation 
President K Radhakrishna Holla, Karnataka State Tourism 

Development Corporation Chairman M Srinivasan and actress-
cum-classical dancer Aditi Prabhudeva.  The brand’s founder 

Nagaraj Adiga said, “The new logo marks the beginning of a fresh 
and vibrant chapter in Adigas Yatra’s growth story.” He said 

travellers can access their services via www.adigasyatranews.com.

Tumakuru hopes to emerge as new sports hub 
Bengaluru: By hosting the week-long Karnataka Games from last 
Friday under the aegis of Karnataka Olympic Association (KOA), 

Tumakuru hopes to emerge as the new sports hub.  Except for 
hockey and swimming the international standard facilities for  

other sports including a turf for football with flood lights 
mesmerised  the participants.  Chief Minister Siddaramaiah’s 

announcement of Rs 6 crore to set up sports facilities has raised 
hopes.  “Tumakuru has a lot of potential to become a sports hub 

to produce talents for national, international and Olympic 
Games. A shooting range will be inaugurated in February,” said 

Deputy Commissioner Subha Kalyan.

CISF to launch cyclothon from Jan 28
Bengaluru: The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) on 

Monday announced that it will launch its second edition of ‘CISF 
Vande Mataram Coastal Cyclothon 2026’, a national-level 

initiative aimed at strengthening coastal security awareness, on 
January 28. Union Minister of State for Home Affairs Nityanand 

Rai will virtually flag off the cyclothon at Major Dhyan Chand 
National Stadium, New Delhi. It will be a 25-day, 6,553-km event 

covering the entire coastline of the country. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Emergency session stirs 
up talk of Siddu’s exit
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Shivamogga  

BJP MLA SN Channabasappa 
on Monday expressed the senti-
ment that the forthcoming spe-
cial emergency Assembly ses-
sion could serve as a platform 
for Chief  Minister Siddaramai-
ah to deliver a farewell address. 
He said the Congress govern-
ment is merely postponing dis-
cussions on the MGNREGA 
and VB-RAM-G schemes. 

Channabasappa contended 
that there is no justification for 
convening a special session to 
deliberate on this scheme, sug-
gesting that it is unlikely any-
one would assemble for such a 
trivial matter. Instead, he spec-
ulated that this might be the 
final session for the CM 
Siddaramaiah. 

He further remarked that 
should there be a change in 

leadership within the govern-
ment, the incoming official 
should prioritise the develop-
ment of  the state.

 In response to inquiries re-
garding the BJP’s stance on lo-
cal body elections, MLA Chan-
nabasappa stated that the BJP 
has consistently championed 
the decentralization of  power 
and the necessity of  conduct-
ing elections for local bodies. 
Conversely, he suggested that 
the Congress party is hesitant 
to proceed with elections due to 
fears of  potential failure. By 
citing judicial directives, he ac-
cused the government of  post-
poning elections and distract-
ing the populace.

Quoting the BJP’s recent tri-
umph in the local body elec-
tions in Mumbai, he asserted 
that the BJP and its members 
are perpetually prepared to 
confront electoral challenges. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Belagavi

CHIEF Minister Siddaramaiah 
on Monday said Nandgad and 
Sangolli will be developed into 
prominent tourist destinations, 
preserving the legacy of  free-
dom fighter and valiant warri-
or Krantiveer Sangolli Rayan-
na, who had raised the banner 
of  revolt against the British.

The CM inaugurated the 
Krantiveer Sangolli Rayanna 
Museum (Veerabhumi), un-
veiled Rayanna’s statue near 
his memorial lake and per-
formed the bhoomi puja for 
various development works at 
the Nandgad Rural Education 
Society grounds in  Khanapur 
taluk of  Belagavi district on 
Monday. 

Siddaramaiah said that along 
with Rayanna, the memorial 
sites of  six other freedom fight-
ers who were hanged to death 
at Nandgad would also be de-
veloped on similar lines. 

“Even today, the name of  Ray-

anna sends a thrill through our 
veins. In 2024, we inaugurated 
the Shaurya Bhoomi and a 
Sainik School at Sangolli. The 
birthplace of  Rayanna and 
Nandgad, where he was mar-
tyred, are being developed with 
great reverence. Remembering 
such patriots is our collective 
duty,” Siddaramaiah said.

The CM the Veerabhoomi 
museum depicts the life, strug-
gles and revolutionary phases 
of  Rayanna through sculptures 
and installations. The govern-
ment aims to transform San-
golli and Nandgad into herit-
age and tourism hubs of  
national importance, he said. 

Highlighting the role of  edu-
cation, the CM said equality of  
opportunity has been made 
possible through education, 
which along with self-respect 
and knowledge, is essential for 
overall development. 

“We must uproot the mindset 
of  slavery and protect democ-
racy and the Constitution,” he 

said, adding that 388 students 
are currently studying at the 
Sainik School in Sangolli. Em-
phasising linguistic pride, Sid-
daramaiah said efforts must be 
made to create an environment 
where everyone living in Kar-
nataka speaks Kannada.

Belagavi District In-charge 
Minister Satish Jarkiholi re-

called that the foundation stone 
for Veera Bhoomi was laid in 
2013 to showcase Rayanna’s his-
toric struggle. “Today that 
dream has become a reality. 
Nandgad will now find a special 
place on India’s map as a na-
tional-level tourist destination,” 
he said, adding that several 
public works including the con-
struction of  three bridges in 
Khanapur taluk are underway.

Women and Child Develop-
ment Minister Lakshmi Hebba-
lkar said the museum will help 
future generations understand 
Rayanna’s life and ideals. “Ray-
anna symbolises patriotism, 
courage and self-respect. Veera-
bhoomi should emerge as a na-
tional memorial,” she said. 
Backward Classes

Welfare and Kannada and 
Culture Minister Shivraj Tan-
gadagi termed the day as a his-
toric one for Nandgad, stating 
that Rayanna was a great war-
rior who fought the British 
even before the 1857 revolt.

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah at the 
unveiling of a statue of Sangolli 
Rayanna at Nandgad on Monday
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin on Monday laid the foundation 
stone for Chennai’s sixth reservoir, ‘Mamallan’, along the East Coast 
Road in Chengalpattu. The dam to be built at a cost of Rs 342.6 crore 
will provide 170 million litres of water per day to 13 lakh people

E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @Kochi

The Kerala High Court on Mon-
day observed that the chemical 
analysis of  the samples collect-
ed from Sabarimala prima facie 
reinforced its doubts that the 
original gold-clad dwarapalakas 
and door frames from the tem-
ple were replaced.

The court, citing the analysis 
reports from the Vikram Sarab-
hai Space Centre (VSSC), noted 
that the original gold-clad 
plates didn’t have nickel 
and acrylic polymer lay-
ers, whereas the layers 
were present in the 
subsequently-plated 
copper plates. This, 
along with the absence of  
mercury and comparative 
thickness of  the gold and nickel 
layers in the latter, clearly indi-
cated a systematic and methodi-
cal process behind the execu-
tion of  the alleged offence (of  
gold theft), the court said.

It said the reports not only dis-
close the manner and modus op-
erandi of  the alleged tampering 
and substitution, but also pro-
vide critical evidentiary point-
ers for correlating past transac-

tions with subsequent activities. 
The report, therefore, assumes 
central importance in the probe 
as it sheds light on multiple 
technical and material aspects 
and furnishes a scientific basis 
for evaluating transactions un-
dertaken during 2024 and 2025, 
identifying the chain of  deci-
sion-making, fixing individual 
responsibility and criminal lia-
bility, and examining the exist-
ence of  any organised or con-

certed action amounting to 
criminal conspiracy. How-

ever, the court refrained 
from disclosing addi-
tional technical particu-
lars at this stage, noting 
the possibility of  further 

arrests and recoveries.
The SIT informed the 

court that statements of  approx-
imately 202 witnesses have been 
recorded so far, while the re-
cording of  certain key witness-
es under Section 183 of  the 
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 
Sanhita, 2023, is in progress. 
Bank accounts of  certain ac-
cused have been frozen, and the 
landed assets of  some of  the 
principal accused identified to 
trace the proceeds of  crime.

HC: Analysis raises 
‘gold’ switch doubts

Sabarimala row

E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Hyderabad

Political circles went into 
overdrive on Monday after re-
ports emerged that Telangana 
Jagruthi president K Kavitha 
has actively discussed launch-
ing a new political party in Tel-
angana with ace political strate-
gist Prashant Kishor.

However, Kishor told TNIE 
that the reports of  his meetings 
with Kavitha were “pure specu-
lation”. Meanwhile, when asked 

about the buzz in political cor-
ridors, a confidant of  Kavitha 
told TNIE that some form of  co-
ordination between the two has 
at least been explored. The chat-
ter had gained traction against 
the backdrop of  shifting politi-
cal equations in Telangana and 
a visible churn within the Oppo-
sition space. TNIE reached out 
to a source described as a close 
confidant of  Kavitha to ascer-
tain whether the speculation 

had any basis. According to the 
source, Kishor visited Hydera-
bad twice in the past two months 
and held meetings with Kavitha. 
Around Sankranti, the discus-
sions reportedly stretched over 
nearly five days and focused on 
the possible structure, organisa-
tion and functioning of  a pro-
posed political party.

The associate said the conver-
sations ranged from an assess-
ment of  the current political cli-
mate to the viability of  a new 
platform in the state.

Meet with Kavitha ‘pure speculation’: PK

E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @Kochi

Senior Congress leader and 
Leader of  Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, on 
Monday expressed confidence 
that the Congress-led UDF will 
return to power in Kerala with 
a “thumping majority” in the 
upcoming Assembly elections, 
replicating its local body poll 
performance.

“I am confident that you will 
stand together and win a 
thumping majority in the As-
sembly elections,” Rahul said 
while addressing around 13,000 
Congress workers who contest-
ed the December local body 
elections, including both win-
ners and those who lost. Rahul 
Gandhi said the UDF would re-
peat the performance with a 
thumping victory in the As-
sembly polls. He said the forth-
coming Assembly and local 
body elections would send out 
a clear message that Kerala’s 
voice is “clear and loud”.

Rahul was inaugurating the 
KPCC’s ‘Mahapanchayat’, or-
ganised to felicitate party rep-
resentatives who contested in 
the recent local body elections. 
He said Kerala was witnessing 

a political contest, even as the 
country faced a larger political 
and ideological battle.

Targeting the BJP and RSS, 
Rahul alleged that they stood 
for centralisation of  power, 
while the Congress believed in 
decentralisation. “They want 
compliance from the people of  
India. They don’t want to hear 
the voice of  the people,” he said, 
adding that their ideological at-
tack was aimed at creating a 
“culture of  silence” and con-
centrating wealth and power in 
the hands of  a few. “I can tell 

you with 100 per cent certainty 
that nobody can silence the 
voice of  the people of  Kerala,” 
he said. Rahul also praised Ker-
ala’s political culture and the 
calibre of  its panchayat presi-
dents. “I don’t think there are 
panchayat presidents of  this 
quality in any other state,” he 
said, urging newly elected rep-
resentatives to protect the trust 
placed in them by voters and to 
uphold the Constitution.

He also asked the party lead-
ership to address unemploy-
ment in the state.

UDF will repeat local body 
poll show: Rahul Gandhi

CBI questions 
Vijay for over 
six hours; no 
fresh summons
A g en  c i e s  @ New Delhi

The CBI questioned TVK chief  
and actor Vijay for over six 
hours at its headquarters here 
for the second time in connec-
tion with the Karur stampede 
case, officials said.

Vijay came out of  the CBI 
headquarters in his luxury SUV 
at around 5 pm. He was earlier 
quizzed by CBI on January 12.

“We all know what happened 
in Karur...When last time the 
Home Minister was in Tamil 
Nadu, the state president of  the 
BJP, Nainar Nagenthran, had 

mentioned that 
Senthil Balaji 
who is sitting 
M LA   f r o m 
Karur was re-
sponsible for 
the death of  41 
people and you 
who needs to be 

summoned and enquired,” TVK 
Joint General Secretary C T 
Nirmal Kumar told outside the 
headquarters.

Several questions related to 
decision-making about the rally, 
reasons for his delay, continua-
tion of  the speech, his knowl-
edge about the chaos, turnout 
and mismanagement of  the 
crowd were put forth to him, 
they said. He said they are coop-
erating fully, and no summons 
for further questioning has 
been issued. The call on attrib-
uting the role of  individuals in 
the chargesheet will be taken 
only after a thorough analysis 
of  the statements of  the actor, 
senior political officials of  his 
party, and police and district ad-
ministration officials involved 
in the process, they said.

Vijay was questioned by a 
team of  officials led by a deputy 
superintendent rank officer 
drawn from the agency’s anti-
corruption wing, officials said.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi addresses a gathering in Kochi on Monday | A Sanesh

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

The undated 47-second video, 
which appears to be a compila-
tion of  three separate clips and 
circulated online, seems to have 
been filmed using a mobile 
phone inside the officer’s 
chamber.

Chief  Minister Siddaramai-
ah told that the matter will be 
investigated and action initiat-
ed against the DGP based on 
the findings. He added that no 
officer is above law.

Rao, talking to reporters at the 
home minister’s residence in Sa-
dashivanagar, sought an investi-
gation, but termed the video fab-
ricated. “I am shocked. The 
videos are fabricated. I will meet 
an advocate and file a case 
against those spreading false 
news,” he said. Asked if  the vid-
eo was shot in his office, Rao said 
he was serving in Belagavi eight 
years ago. However, he did not 
clarify on the link 
between his 
stint in Bela-
gavi and the  
video that left 
t h e  H o m e  
D e p a r t m e n t 
embarrassed.

T h e  i n c i d e n t 
sparked outrage, as the alleged 
acts are said to have taken place 
inside a government office. A 
1993-batch IPS officer, Ramach-
andra Rao, was in news last 
year after his stepdaughter, ac-
tress Ranya Rao, was arrested 
by the Directorate of  Revenue 
Intelligence in a case related to 
illegal smuggling of  gold.

She is currently lodged at the 
Bengaluru Central Prison. Fol-
lowing her arrest, an investiga-
tion was launched to determine 
whether Ramachandra Rao was 
helping her smuggle gold and 
he was sent on compulsory 
leave. The probe, however, gave 
him a clean chit and he was lat-
er posted as DGP, DCRE.

Rao: Videos 
are fabricated, 
will file case

SIR in Tamil Nadu: ECI extends period for 
filing claims and objections till Jan 30 

Accepting the requests made by several political parties, the 
Election Commission of India (ECI) has extended the period for filing 

claims and objections in connection with the SIR of the electoral 
rolls in Tamil Nadu till January 30. The deadline ended on January 

18. However, the final electoral rolls will be released on February 17. 
The ECI had announced the conduct of SIR with reference to January 
1, 2026, as the qualifying date. The draft electoral rolls were publish-
ed on December 19, 2025, and it was announced that the period for 
filing claims and objections would end on January 18. The commiss-
ion considered all factors, and in exercise of the powers conferred by 

the proviso to Rule 12 of the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960, 
decided to extend the period for filing claims and objections. ENS

e x p r e s s  r e a d

N E W  PA  R T y ?
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Indian Express is not an  
industry. It is a mission.

— Ramnath Goenka

Q U I C K  TA K E

Ignoble intentions

HELL hath no fury like Trump scorned. The US president 
has written to Norway’s prime minister that he doesn’t 
feel obliged “to think purely of  peace” because he did not 

get the Nobel prize. The note was in reply to Norwegian PM 
Jonas Gahr Stoere and Finnish President Alexander Stubb 
opposing his decision to impose tariffs on European allies 
who do not agree with his plan to control Greenland. Last 
week, María Corina Machado gifted her Nobel medallion to 
Trump. But the Norwegian Nobel Committee explained that 
the prize “cannot be revoked, shared or transferred”. One 
wonders what pleasure the petulant billionaire gets with 
another shiny disc. Maybe it’s similar to the feeling cours-
ing through the unknown mastermind behind the 2004 theft 
of  Rabindranath Tagore’s Nobel medal.
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Taxation justice
Ref: Tiger Global ruling dents India’s  
pitch for tax certainty (Jan 19). As a  
student, I  think the ruling promotes  
tax justice by deterring the abuse of  
treaties and artificial structures.  
Genuine foreign investors, however,  
might be concerned because of heightened 
scrutiny on previous investments. 
Bilal P K, Kozhikode

Online corruption
Ref: Close watch key to Bhu Bharati trust 
(Jan 19). The promise of Bhu Bharati lies 
in clean, secure land records. However, 
digitisation without constant checks only 
shifts the corruption online. Audits are 
welcome, yet they must be routine and not 
merely reactive. Fixing accountability at the 
operator level and making verification easier 
for farmers would restore confidence.
S M Jeeva, Chennai

Ramayana ideals
Ref: Epics still  speak (Jan 19). Our epics 
have transcended time on account of 
their universal appeal. One of my doctoral 
research scholars carried out a study on the 
value education ideals reflected in Valmiki’s 
Ramayana. Students should be made to read 
them to develop ideal conduct.  
P Prema, Thanjavur 

Forced peace
Ref: Trump invites Modi to join ‘Board of 
Peace’ (Jan 19). The US president should 
understand that peace emanates from the 
heart; not from trade impositions and stolen 
accolades. I  hope that the Indian leadership 
never submits to the forced plan and the 
US’s Big Brotherly attitude.
Rajakumar Arulanandham, Tirunelveli

Collective failure
Ref: More questions for hosts after  
another historic loss (Jan 19). Though  
at 1-2, India’s series loss to New Zealand is 
more colossal than the figures suggest. With 
two Test white-washes, India’s direction 
seems to be clueless. The primary reason for 
the defeat was not cricketing blemishes but 
a collective fall  in attitude. 
Sanath Kumar T S, Thrissur

Subverting sovereignty
Ref: EU pushback against tariff threat (Jan 
19). Donald Trump’s plans to own a sovereign 
piece of land against its people’s will 
—subverting all  international conventions—
is deplorable. Such an act will  shatter Nato’s 
unity and the tariff wars could worsen if the 
US-EU free-trade pact is suspended.
DVG Sankara Rao, Srikakulam 

HERE is a quiet shiver going 
down the spine of  every global 
company in the business of  
selling products and services. 
The fear that was once a dis-
tant reality is now at the door-
step of  many companies sell-

ing fast-moving consumer goods, durables 
and, literally, any company of  any kind 
that has been a market leader for a while 
now. It is the fear of  being overtaken by a 
new generation of  customers who just 
don’t want to touch what they have been 
marketing nonchalantly for a while. 

What am I talking about? The biggest 
companies across the globe seem to be 
showing a thriving bottomline of  profit 
and, at times, even a thriving topline of  
revenue. But the niggling worry in every 
boardroom is about being overtaken by 
a notion. A notion that fast becomes a 
movement. And a movement that very 
quickly becomes a part of  counter-cul-
ture. A part of  commercial counter-cul-
ture even, if  you may call it that. Some-
thing that defines the very existence of  
the categories, products and the many 
brands that thrive within them.

Let me exemplify. Let me pick a bever-
age. Alcohol, for instance. Even as India 
witnesses a boom in alcohol consump-
tion with the industry hitting a market 
size of  $60 billion in 2024-25, the world is 
struggling to fight a decline. All of  a sud-
den, the young are drinking less and 
less, even as the old continue with their 
good old habits. Brands that created leg-
acies of  success for themselves in the 
alco-bev industry are today struggling to 
reinvent their relevance. Volumes are 
down, new launches do not meet with 
success and consumption seems to be 
threatened. Europe is in the lead in this 
movement, and the US follows.

Even as the first-generation world of  
alcohol consumption is struggling, In-
dia is on a different trajectory. Out 
here, growth is just about beginning. 
Or so it seems. I wouldn’t take too 
hasty a call on that comment though. I 
would wait and watch.

The world of  alcohol is globally 
threatened by a notion. This notion says 
alcohol is not good for the body or mind. 
The industry bites back and says any-
thing in moderation is good. And that 
just might be the truth. Notions, how-
ever, know no truth. Notions are 
thoughts. Thoughts live and thrive in 
people’s minds. And thoughts are viral. 
Most of  these thoughts come to the fore 
in the minds of  the young. 

The young look at the generations 
that are ahead and do a critique on con-
sumption, lifestyle, usage and habits of  

their fathers and forefathers. Not to 
speak of  their mothers. The young are 
quick and damning in their verdict. The 
verdict on alcohol for now is a firm no. 
Gen Z began the trend of  sober parties 
where just no alcohol was served. The 
parties rocked. They happened early in 
the mornings after a run. They hap-
pened at all times of  the day. Who says 
you need it to be a late night to party?

The Alpha generation, which is the 
single largest living cohort in our midst 
today, took it a step further. ‘Bhajan rave’ 
is a popular format in India, taking a leaf  
out of  gospel parties that rock the West-
ern world. A zero-alcohol party is the 
new and happening party to be at. 

What does it do to the alcohol industry 
then? It makes it worry. It makes it think. 
It makes it ideate. It makes it come up 
with strategies to insulate topline 
growth. It makes it want to protect brand 

names. Supermarkets in the US today 
have a five-fold presence of  zero-proof  
options on their counters. For every pop-
ular alcoholic beer, there are five more 
popular options of  zero-alcohol drinks.

If  there are zero-alcohol parties and 
zero-alcohol game-days, the alco-bev in-
dustry has been quick to offer options 
with the same brand name, but just no 
alcohol in it for consumption. There is 
a desperate clamour to insulate topline 
losses of  carefully-built-up volumes 
over the decades of  the alco-bev.

Just as the industry rises to the occa-
sion, the restaurant and bar business is 
reinventing itself  as well. Walk into any 
bar in India today, and there are the cock-
tails, the mocktails and the cocktails that 
are zero-proof  mimics of  the original. Life 
has changed. And life is changing fast.

The notion is no longer a notion. It 
is a movement in North America and 

Europe, where companies have been 
quick to sort the problem out for them-
selves. If  you can’t beat them, join 
them. Go with what the notion wants. 
Go with the movement. Don’t fight it. 
Be a part of  it to win within.

And so begins an entire new philoso-
phy of  marketing, where product catego-
ries and the brands within them are rein-
venting to play the game with a new 
generation of  completely different con-
sumers. Companies are redefining their 
entire vision and mission statements and 
are adding purpose statements to their 
corporate intent. These purpose state-
ments talk of  not only their existing cus-
tomers, but their potential customers 
from the arena of  counter-culture even.

Is this about alcohol alone? I don’t 
think so. It will happen all across. Look 
around our lives. There is a battle be-
tween carbohydrates and proteins. The 
latter seems to be winning for now. Even 
your humble paneer is touting the per-
centage of  protein in it. If  protein wins, 
carbohydrate loses. Or does it? Time will 
tell. Eat less biscuits and eat more fibre 
instead. The biscuit company of  today 
needs to reinvent itself  quick and fast. 
And I do believe it is trying to.

Sugar is an enemy. So is salt. Maida is a 
criminal. Oil is a thug. There are a whole 
host of  food ingredients that are under 
the scanner of  the new-age consumer. 
Brands that use a lot of  these need to be 
paranoid about the movement that is 
about to unfold, even in India. While some 
brands have woken up to the opportunity 
and are reinventing their business mod-
els, others are taking the shortcut of  buy-
ing out brands that seem more holistic in 
their offerings from new-age startups. If  
you don’t have the organic muscle to make 
it on your own, go inorganic. Buy it out.

Every industry—from cosmetics to 
air conditioners, fans to luggage, and 
packaging to literally everything else 
that clutters our consumer life—will go 
through this tumult. Companies need to 
sit up and smell the burn. In the begin-
ning, it’s just smoke. And where there is 
smoke, there sure is fire. Companies 
need to get their act right before the 
blaze is too big to handle.

There surely will be three kinds of  com-
panies. One will watch things as they hap-
pen. The second will make things happen. 
The third will wonder what happened.

As I wade my way through concerned 
boardrooms across categories of  consum-
er items, my one big advice to each of  
them: be paranoid. Andy Grove was just 
so right: only the paranoid shall survive.

� (Views are personal)
� (harishbijoor@hotmail.com)

T TIME FOR SELLERS
TO SIT UP AND

SMELL THE BURN

Marketing plans that succeeded for decades are facing markedly 
changed customer preferences. Many food and beverage companies 

are already fire-fighting. Others need to adapt to the new realities 

Harish Bijoor

sourav roy

Brand guru & founder of  
Harish Bijoor Consults Inc

Bal 
Thackeray

If the Shiv Sena hadn’t existed, the Marathi 
people would have been scattered far and 
wide. Because we hold Mumbai’s reins in our 
hands, nobody can shake Maharashtra either

UMBAI has always been im-
portant in national politics—
even before Independence, 
and more so in the post-Inde-
pendence period. Once, the 
fates of  Maharashtra and Gu-
jarat—together, as parts of  

Bombay State till 1960—were anchored 
to this port city. Later, Mumbai became 
central to the demand for a separate lin-
guistic state, as leaders of  the Samyukta 
Maharashtra Movement (1956-1960) 
gave the call for “Mumbai saha Mahar-
ashtra” (Maharashtra with Mumbai), 
despite facing violent police action. Be-
fore the new state was carved out on 
May 1, 1960, the central government 
even considered making Mumbai a Un-
ion Territory or giving it to Gujarat. But 
Mumbai remained with Maharashtra.

Given this intense formative history 
linked to identity, the latest Brihanmum-
bai Municipal Corporation (BMC) elec-
tion can be viewed as a major blow to the 
Marathi identity of  the country’s rich-
est municipality. The Shiv Sena’s loss of  
the BMC after almost three decades is 
seen less as a loss of  resources and more 
as the erosion of  a bastion of  the ‘Mar-
athi manoos’ (Marathi person). The tus-
sle appears to be over the city’s identity, 
shaped since Bal Thackeray’s Shiv Sena 
displaced the Congress in 1997.

One has to delve into the city’s politi-
cal economy and spatial distribution to 
understand how these elections may de-
termine the future of  state and national 
politics. Among the most notable fac-
tors is how the city’s neoliberal econom-
ic model has given an upper hand to the 
non-Marathi-speaking population—spe-
cifically, the Gujarati-Marwari business 
community. While many of  Mumbai’s 
non-Marathi ghettos are swanky, they 
offer limited mobility for Marathi 
speakers because of  prohibitive costs 
and relatively low average community 
incomes. Those who have not yet been 
forced to migrate to other municipali-
ties within the Greater Mumbai Metro-
politan Region remain confined to older 
buildings and chawls.

Recent infrastructural developments—
such as the Coastal Road, the Bandra-
Kurla Complex connector bridge and the 
Worli Sea Link—combined with a chang-
ing skyline, have altered perceptions of  
Mumbai. These could be highlighted by 
the new mayor and corporators to project 
a Gujarati-centric, if  not cosmopolitan, 
outlook, ultimately blurring the visible 
markers of  Marathi language and cul-

ture. In the long run, this will electorally 
benefit the BJP’s urban cadre.

Another aspect of  the political econo-
my is ‘gentrification’. The groundwork 
has already been laid for the new BMC to 
expand this phenomenon. Major projects 
of  the city’s development department—
including the redevelopment of  chawls 
and other hutments in Worli, Ramabai 
Ambedkar Nagar and Dharavi—would 
now be easier to execute. The political 
gains could be long-lasting, as these ghet-

tos’ collective aspirations historically 
produced voting patterns favouring the 
Congress, the erstwhile Republican Par-
ty of  India and the Bharipa Bahujan Ma-
hasangh (later called the Vanchit Bahu-
jan Aghadi). Gentrification would disrupt 
this pattern and disperse these voters, 
giving a natural advantage to monolithic 
party structures like the BJP’s.

Electorally, the BJP has been in firm 
control of  the state since the Assem-
bly elections of  2024. The BMC results 
could further push the city’s real es-
tate-driven development agenda. The 
central government, too, may promote 
Mumbai along the lines of  GIFT City 

near Ahmedabad, with a view to woo 
fence-sitting Marathi voters and en-
sure a more complete electoral con-
solidation of  the state.

There are two Mumbais within the 
city. One is the Mumbai of  the Marathi 
working class, with limited resources 
and smaller housing units; the other 
is the wealthier Mumbai of  the busi-
ness community. Political competition 
between the two is determined not 
only by demographic and spatial fac-
tors, but also by the resources these 
communities command.

The general perception is that the 
BJP’s core constituency comprises Gu-
jaratis combined with a growing Hindu 
north Indian population. Uddhav 
Thackeray’s Shiv Sena, Raj Thackeray’s 
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena and the 
Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi are nativist 
parties catering to Other Backward 
Classes, Dalits and migrants from the 
Konkan region. The Congress has re-
tained sections of  the Muslim vote, bar-
ring a few pockets in Mumbai. However, 
in both the Assembly and the BMC elec-
tions, the three regional parties were 
reduced to minority vote shares. The 
biggest blow to the Uddhav Sena was 
losing its bastion to the BJP, even 
though it succeeded in consolidating 
Marathi-speaking voters.

Growth under the BJP—especially 
projects like the high-speed rail link be-
tween Mumbai and Ahmedabad—could 
transform the city’s housing sector and 
further alter its demography. This, in 
turn, will shape the nature of  work 
Mumbai offers over the next five years. 
As the city becomes increasingly serv-
ice-oriented, the expanding services and 
business workforce may blur the tradi-
tional party lines, giving an advantage to 
the BJP’s evolving electoral formula.

The only major setback the BJP faced 
recently was its performance in the 2024 
general elections, where its showing in 
Maharashtra was poor despite attempts 
at polarisation. With the BMC now under 
its control, the party will have time and 
resources to deepen its presence in Mum-
bai before the next general elections.

�  (Views are personal)

Mumbai POLITICAL SKYLINE CHANGING

Mrudul Nile Professor, department of civics and politics,  
University of MumbaiM

The Shiv Sena’s loss of the 
Mumbai municipality after 
decades reflects deeper shifts 
in the city’s demographics and 
political economy. The BJP’s hand is 
getting stronger as redevelopment 
disperses the vote banks of 
local parties. The phenomenon 
of Gujaratis edging out Marathi 
speakers could now be hastened
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ECI MUST CORRECT  
SYSTEMIC ERRORS  

TN S.I.R. REVIEW FLAGS

T
HE Election Commission of  India’s hasty conduct of  the 
special intensive revision of  rolls in Tamil Nadu has un-
leashed chaos and threatened the foundation of  fair elec-
tions. This newspaper’s rigorous data-driven investiga-
tion, backed by on-ground scrutiny, has opened a 

Pandora’s box of  operational shortcomings and arbitrariness. 
A staggering 97.4 lakh voters in the state were purged during 
the SIR, while a paltry 19 lakh applications trickled in for re-
instatement. This sharp imbalance raises several questions.

Our analysis of  1,500 polling booths revealed a damning 
pattern: voters who voted in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections 
plus those deleted in the SIR often added up to nearly 100 
percent or more of  the electorate at more than three-fourths 
of  the centres. The figures for 179 booths exceeded 100 per-
cent, for 441 hovered at 95-100 percent and for 541 at 90-95 
percent. If  we accept the ECI’s claim of  diligent enumera-
tion, three possible scenarios emerge: universal turnout in 
2024 (impossible in reality), rampant bogus voting (a crimi-
nal outrage), or mass exodus in just one year (unlikely at 
most booths). Our on-field investigation as well as interviews 
with officials, residents and other stakeholders demolished 
these possibilities. Instead, we uncovered aggressive, haphaz-
ard deletions fuelled by sub-standard processes and an inept 
software that failed to weed out duplicates without collateral 
damage. Booth level officers seem to have marked 400-plus 
voters ‘Shifted’ in urban booths without evidence of  dupli-
cates or deaths. In other areas, deletions marked ‘Absent’ 
were rampant, including residents who still live there.

Worse, concurrent booth rationalisation—meant to cap 
voters at 1,200 per station by adding more booths—has sown 
utter confusion. Voters scrubbed from draft rolls now hunt 
fruitlessly for their names on deletion lists. Political parties’ 
booth level agents, ideally positioned to spot errors, are hand-
cuffed by the reshuffle. The result? A deliberate veil over the 
deletions’ true scale, leaving the electorate in the dark.

With similar hasty revisions currently underway in other 
states under absurdly tight deadlines, the questions raised in 
Tamil Nadu resonate wider across the country. Absent elabo-
rate analyses and local help, crores of  deleted voters remain 
poised for shock on polling day. Those arbitrarily relocated 
face needless hurdles. Voters deserve accountability, not ex-
cuses. The ECI must immediately swing to action, overhaul its 
archaic systems and restore transparency. Without urgent re-
dress, it risks eroding faith in India’s electoral soul.

A 
sporting bastion is under threat: India’s white-ball 
dominance in 50-over cricket. Such has been India’s 
supremacy over the format that, except for Australia, 
no nation has come close to upsetting them from their 
perch atop the throne at home. But over the last 14 

months, a slow shift has been caused by another team from 
the southern hemisphere—New Zealand. First, they handed 
India a 0-3 drubbing in home Tests. And this time, they se-
cured a 2-1 ODI series win on Sunday. It was disconcerting 
that India lost the last two games readily after setting decent 
targets and then chasing under the lights. Over the last 16 
years, India had lost only four out of  the 30 home ODI series, 
but none to New Zealand. To add to the chagrin, the Kiwis 
achieved this feat with their second-string bowling attack. 

One can point out that India will not be playing ODIs for 
the next six months, when the build-up for the 2027 ODI World 
Cup begins. However, losing an ODI series months after a 0-2 
Test defeat against South Africa does not augur well for the 
team and its management. The latest loss will add pressure 
on head coach Gautam Gambhir a couple of  weeks before the 
T20 World Cup begins at home. When India lost to South Af-
rica in Tests, Gambhir had said he was the same coach who 
had helped India win the Champions Trophy (50-over format) 
and draw a Test series under new captain Shubman Gill in 
England. He reiterated that the Test series loss against New 
Zealand in 2024 was with a different set of  players.

But there is enough indication that not everything is alright 
in the India dressing room. Virat Kohli seems to be in the form 
of  his life. But apart from that spark, there are several con-
cerns. A few key players are injured and there is a lack of  
clarity on roles. Gill was dropped at the last minute. The ef-
fectiveness of  Kuldeep Yadav and Ravindra Jadeja is under 
the scanner. Hardik Pandya and Jasprit Bumrah are expected 
to walk in when India play an ODI next. Yet, before the T20 
World Cup at home, India would have loved to avoid such an 
embarrassment. After all, it’s a win that galvanises a team.

TEAM CLARITY, NOT EXCUSE, 
NEEDED AFTER SERIES LOSS



11 BENGALURU tuesday  20l01l2026

Amit Malviya @amitmalviya

The people of West Bengal will ensure that accounta-
bility is enforced and that the final chapter of this re-
gime is anything but uneventful.

Abhishek Banerjee @abhishekaitc

The SC has rightly ordered that the names of those ar-
bitrarily slapped with the vague, sinister label of “Log-
ical Discrepancy” must be publicly published. 

Sanjay Jha @JhaSanjay

America is holding the world to ransom because 49% 
of them wanted a sexual predator and a loony, cor-
rupt, brainless, bigot in power.
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r a j e s h  k u m a r  t h a k u r  @ Lucknow

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla 
on Monday inaugurated the 
86th All India Presiding Offic-
ers’ Conference at the Uttar 
Pradesh Legislative Assembly 
and expressed serious concern 
over the declining time devoted 
to the functioning of  State 
Legislatures.

Delivering the keynote ad-
dress, Birla said legislatures 
are the primary forums through 
which the aspirations and voic-
es of  the people reach the gov-
ernment for resolution. “In this 
context, the declining time de-
voted to the functioning of  
State Legislatures is a matter 
of  concern for all,” he said.

Emphasising the need for 
proper debate and discussion, 
Birla underlined the impor-
tance of  ensuring a fixed, ade-
quate duration for legislative 
proceedings. “The longer the 
House functions, the more 
meaningful, serious, and out-

come-oriented discussions will 
emerge in the larger interest of  
parliamentary democracy and 
p e o p l e ’s  i n t e r e s t s , ”  h e 
remarked.

The Conference began with a 
welcome address by Assembly 
Speaker Satish Mahana, who 
also read out Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s message to 
the gathering. Addressing the 
Conference, Birla asserted that 
the conduct of  a Presiding Of-
ficer must rise above party poli-
tics, remain completely impar-
tial, and also appear impartial. 
He reiterated, “It is essential to 

ensure a fixed and adequate 
time for the functioning of  
State Legislatures.”

Birla said that in the age of  
modern information and com-
munication technology and so-
cial media, the conduct of  pub-
lic representatives is under 
constant public scrutiny, mak-
ing adherence to parliamentary 
decorum and discipline more 
vital than ever. Maintaining 
the credibility of  the House, he 
added, is a collective responsi-
bility of  all stakeholders.

Highlighting the importance 
of  the Conference, Birla said 
such platforms promote coop-
eration among democratic in-
stitutions, strengthen coordi-
nation, and make governance 
more effective. “It is only 
through the Legislature that 
the voice of  the people reaches 
the government,” he said, add-
ing that dialogue and delibera-
tion have proved parliamentary 
democracy to be the best demo-
cratic tradition.

s u c h i t r a  k a lya n  m o h a n t y 
@ New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day stayed the Rajasthan High 
Court’s order directing the 
state to remove or relocate all 
liquor shops within a 500-metre 
limit from national or state 
highways due to a surge in fatal 
road accidents.

“Issue notice. The effect and 
operation of  the impugned or-
der is stayed,” said a bench of  
Justices Vikram Nath and San-
deep Mehta.

While issuing notices on mul-
tiple pleas filed by various liq-
uor vendors and Rajasthan gov-
er nment,  the top court, 
however, said that the HC’s 
“concern was genuine” and the 
government may consider it 
while formulating its liquor 
policy in future.

The HC order under chal-
lenge arose from a petition 
filed in 2023 by two residents of  
Sujangarh in Churu district. 
They had complained about 
liquor shops being located 
close to highways.

While hearing that petition, 
the HC began examining road 
safety issues in depth. It re-
ferred to data showing a rise in 
drunk driving cases in Rajas-
than in 2025 and recent acci-
dents in which dozens of  peo-
ple had died within days.

It had rejected the state’s 
stand and said that the discre-
tion given by the SC had been 

misused and that treating high-
ways as “municipal areas” de-
feated the very purpose of  road 
safety. The HC had thereby di-
rected that all liquor shops 
within 500 metres of  National 
and State Highways be removed 
or relocated within two months. 
Following this, a batch of  peti-
tions by liquor vendors, and the 
state were filed before the SC. 

n a m i ta  b a j pa i  &  p r e e t h a  n a i r 
@ Lucknow/New Delhi

A political row erupted on  
M o  d ay  a s  Jyo t i r p e e t h  
S h a n k a r a ch a r ya  S w a m i 
Avimukteshwaranand Saras-
wati continued with his sit-in 
protest in Prayagraj against al-
leged “mistreatment” by  
Magh Mela police on ‘Mauni 
Amavasya’ on Sunday. While 
the seer sought an apology from 
the police, opposition parties 
including Samajwadi Party 
and Congress have condemned 
the incident and sought the in-
tervention of  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in the issue.

On Sunday, a brief  disruption 
occurred when police stopped 
Swami Avimukteshwaranand 
Saraswati from proceeding  
to the Sangam along with a 
large number of  followers.  
Superintendent of  Police (Magh 
Mela) Neeraj Pandey said 
Avimukteshwaranand, without 
prior permission, attempted to 
enter the bathing ghat with 
around 200-250 followers after 
breaking a barricade at Bridge 
Number 2 and refused to stop 
despite being told about the 
rush of  devotees.

“The police administration 
respects all saints and seers, but 

the safety of  devotees is our top 
priority,” the SP said. The disci-
ples of  Shankaracharya de-
manded that the mela officials 
escort Swami for Snan under 
fixed protocol. Senior Samajwa-
di Party and Congress leaders 
have condemned the incident.

Meanwhile, CCTV footage  
that surfaced on Monday  
showed chaotic scenes during 
Avimukteshwaranand’s chariot 
procession. The video shows po-

lice barricades placed along the 
procession route. As the chariot 
approached, an argument broke 
out between the Shankarachar-
ya’s supporters and police per-
sonnel deployed at the spot. Mo-
ments later, supporters began 
pushing forward after breaking 
through the barricades. When 
the situation spiralled out of  
control, police officers attempt-
ed to disperse the crowd and re-
store order. However, the sup-

porters did not stop.
Asserting that mistreatment 

of  saints was unpardonable, SP 
chief  Akhilesh Yadav posted a 
video of  the incident on social 
media and demanded a probe.  
“Is the Shahi Snan on Mauni 
Amavasya happening for the 
first time? The BJP’s misgov-
ernance and failed arrange-
ments are solely responsible 
for this situation,” alleged the 
former UP CM.

Launching a blistering at-
tack on the BJP over the inci-
dent, Congress’ media and pub-
licity department head Pawan 
Khera demanded that PM Modi 
must intervene. “They are only 
after power and money, beyond 
that they don’t care about reli-
gion and faith,” Khera told the 
media. “We are all saddened by 
the mistreatment meted out to 
Swami. Since this incident, 
Shankaracharya has been on a 
hunger strike, but it seems no 
one in the government cares. 
The Modi government has un-
leashed its entire troll army 
against Swami, simply because 
he does not bow down before 
them,” said Khera.

The seer said that he would 
not take a dip in the Ganga un-
til the police administration 
escorted him with dignity.

Police intervenes after crowd spirals out of control
CCTV footage shows police barricades placed along the procession 
route. As the chariot approached, an argument broke out between the 
Shankaracharya’s supporters and police personnel deployed at the 
spot. Moments later, supporters began pushing forward after breaking 
through the barricades, after which police personnel intervened. 

j aya n t h  j a c o b  @ New Delhi

India and the United Arab 
Emirates on Monday agreed to 
deepen their strategic partner-
ship, setting an ambitious tar-
get of  doubling bilateral trade 
to $200 billion within six years 
and moving towards the sign-
ing of  a formal Strategic De-
fence Partnership agreement in 
the near future. The decisions 
were announced after talks be-
tween Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and visiting UAE 
President Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan in New Delhi, 
highlighting the growing 
breadth of  ties spanning trade, 
defence, energy, infrastructure 
and emerging technologies.

“Went to the airport to wel-
come my brother, His Highness 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, President of  the UAE. 
His visit illustrates the impor-
tance he attaches to a strong 
India-UAE friendship. Looking 
forward to our discussions,” 
Modi said in a post on X ahead 
of  the meeting. Foreign Secre-
tary Vikram Misri told report-
ers that the two sides had 
agreed to elevate defence coop-

eration to a new level. “India 
and the UAE will be signing a 
Strategic Defence Partnership 
Framework Agreement in the 
near future,” he said, adding 
that discussions covered de-
fence industrial collaboration, 
advanced technologies, train-
ing and interoperability.

The visit comes at a sensitive 
moment in West Asia, with US 
President Donald Trump pre-
paring to roll out Phase II of  
the Gaza Peace Plan, lending 
added geopolitical significance 
to the high-level engagement 
between New Delhi and Abu 
Dhabi. A joint statement issued 
after the talks said the two 

leaders welcomed the “robust 
growth” in trade following the 
signing of  the Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agree-
ment (CEPA) in 2022. Bilateral 
trade touched $100 billion in 
FY 2024–25, and both sides 
agreed to double this figure to 
$200 billion by 2032. 

Several agreements and Let-
ters of  Intent were finalised 
during the visit. They cover pe-
troleum sector where,  Hindus-
tan Petroleum and ADNOC Gas 
enter into a contract. The UAE 
will partner with India in build-
ing international airport, a 
greenfield port, railway connec-
tivity at Dholera in Gujarat.

e x p r e s s  n e w s  s e r v i c e  @ New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Monday 
said it would interfere with the 
“unpredictable fluctuations” in 
airfares and flagged the exorbi-
tant rise during festivals.

A bench of  Justices Vikram 
Nath and Sandeep Mehta 
termed the exorbitant rise of  
airfares by airlines as “exploi-
tation” and asked the Centre 
and the Directorate General of  
Civil Aviation (DGCA) to file 
their replies to a PIL seeking 
binding regulatory guidelines 
to control the unpredictable 
fluctuations in airfare and an-
cillary charges imposed by pri-
vate airlines in India.

 The SC listed the matter for 
further hearing on February 23 
after Kaushik sought time to file 
a reply on behalf  of  the Centre.

a l s o  i n  t o p  c o u r t
4 wks to trace missing 
Russian woman, child

The Supreme Court on 
Monday granted four weeks to 

the Centre to trace a Russian 
woman, who had fled to 

Moscow with her child amid a 
bitter custody battle with her 
estranged Indian husband. 

The law officer said that 
Interpol notices have 

also been issued to 
trace and bring the 

child and the mother 
back to India.

Make SOP for mentally 
challenged poor: SC
The Supreme Court on Monday 
described homeless people 
suffering from mental illnesses 
as “destitute to the extreme” 
and “most vulnerable”, and 

asked the Centre to come up 
with standard operating 

procedures to rehabilitate 
them. The Centre’s 

counsel sought some 
time to file a reply, and 
the matter will be 
heard on 9 February.

Birla concerned over less time given 
to functioning of state legislatures

SC stays HC order on liquor vends along highways

Row over ‘cop action’ to seer at mela

Will step in if air 
passengers get 
exploited: SC

PM Modi with UAE President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan in New Delhi |  pti

Swami Avimukteshwaranand Saraswati addresses the media in Prayagraj, UP |  pti

A
former Secretary in 
the Ministry of  Exter-
nal Affairs with 34 
years of  service,  
Dr Ausaf  Sayeed is a 
leading expert on Per-
sian Gulf  and the 

Arab world. He has served as In-
dia’s Ambassador to Saudi Ara-
bia and Yemen and also held dip-
lomatic postings in Egypt and 
Qatar, among other countries. 
He speaks to Jayanth Jacob 
about the protests in Iran and 
the evolving India-Iran relation-
ship. Excerpts:

Is the current wave of  
protests in Iran qualitative-
ly different from previous 
uprisings in terms of  
geographic spread, social 
composition and durability, 
or does it follow familiar 
patterns seen in 2009, 
2017-18 and 2022?
The 2025-2026 protests mark a 
definitive qualitative rupture 
rather than a repetition of  2009, 
2017-18, or 2022. Geographically, 
the uprising has engulfed over 
180 cities across all 31 provinces, 
collapsing the  centre-periphery 
divide that previously allowed 
the state to contain unrest.

Socially, it features an un-
precedented coalition: histori-
cally conservative Bazaari 
merchants have joined work-
ers, students, and marginalised 
border communities, trans-
forming fragmented grievanc-
es into a unified national front. 
Politically, demands have  
shifted from reform to explicit 
regime change, rejecting  
the Islamic Republic’s ideologi-
cal foundations entirely.

This evolution is under-
scored by the deadliest repres-
sion since 1979-with confirmed 
deaths exceeding 3,000-signal-
ling an irreversible, genera-
tional loss of  faith in the sys-
tem’s legitimacy.

Do these protests signal a 
crisis of  governance or a 
crisis of  legitimacy, and 
which of  the two poses a 
more serious long-term 
challenge to Iran? 
While these protests stem from 
acute governance failures, they 
reveal a far more dangerous 
crisis of  legitimacy. The eco-
nomic data is stark — runaway 
inflation (40-50%), food prices 
up 70%, and a currency in free-
fall — yet these remain theo-
retically fixable policy issues. 
The qualitative rupture lies in 
the public’s diagnosis: a gener-
ation under 30 now views this 
hardship as inseparable from 
the regime’s ideological DNA-
specifically its nuclear adven-
turism, IRGC entrenchment, 
and unaccountable “deep 
state”. By explicitly rejecting 
the 1979 revolutionary project, 
protesters signal that the social 
contract is not just broken, but 
void. Consequently, while bru-
tal repression may restore tem-
porary order, it only widens the 
trust deficit, ensuring that this 
legitimacy crisis — not mere 
administrative breakdown — 
remains the regime’s existen-
tial threat as the Supreme 
Leader’s succession looms.

How cohesive is the Iranian 
state today, particularly the 
relationship between the 

clerical establishment, the 
Revolutionary Guards and 
elected institutions, under 
prolonged internal and 
external pressure?
The Iranian state currently em-
bodies a paradox: operational 
security cohesion masking 
structural political fragmenta-
tion. While the IRGC remains 
dominant over the 
economy and coer-
cive apparatus, the 
political system is 
fracturing. Elected 
institutions under 
President Pezesh-
kian are hollowed out by the 
“deep state”, and intensifying 
elite rivalries visible in Parlia-
ment. Speaker Ghalibaf ’s ma-
noeuvres against the executive 
signals a contested rather than 
integrated leadership. Even the 
clerical establishment is erod-
ing, with segments of  the hier-
archy alienated by the regime’s 
brutality despite their existen-
tial dependence on it. Conse-
quently, the state’s survival has 

shifted from an ideological con-
sensus to a brittle, transaction-
al reliance on IRGC, leaving it 
vulnerable to destabilisation 
during the looming post-
Khamenei succession.

How has US policy toward 
Iran evolved under renewed 
pressure tactics? Are these 

steps more 
likely to 
weaken the 
regime or 
harden its 
resistance?
The US policy un-

der Trump has evolved into a 
“Maximum Pressure 2.0” strat-
egy, escalating from selective 
sanctions to a hybrid of  eco-
nomic strangulation and kinet-
ic warfare. Key escalations in-
clude the June 2025 Operation 
Midnight Hammer strikes on 
nuclear facilities and a Janu-
ary 2026 ultimatum imposing 
25% tariffs on Iran’s trade part-
ners to zero out revenue. While 
economically devastating ac-

celerating inflation and cur-
rency collapse-the strategy has 
strategically backfired. Instead 
of  forcing concessions, it has 
empowered security hardliners 
who now view nuclear and  
regional capabilities as non-
negotiable tools of  survival. By 
driving Tehran deeper into 
Chinese and Russian orbits, 
this approach is entrenching 
resistance rather than engi-
neering the orderly regime 
change Washington envisions.

How are Iran’s regional 
commitments and proxy 
networks affected by 
internal instability, and 
does domestic pressure 
constrain or encourage 
external adventurism?
Iran’s internal instability is 
cannibalising its regional pos-
ture, forcing a strategic re-
treat from power projection to 
defensive survival. The fall of  
Assad regime has severed the 
critical Syrian land bridge, 
while financial exhaustion 
has degraded support for Hez-
bollah and Hamas. Most tell-
ingly, Tehran has inverted the 
“Axis of  Resistance”, rede-
ploying Iraqi and Lebanese 
proxies inward to suppress 
domestic unrest — a move 
that betrays distrust in its 
own security apparatus.  
While this fragility limits  
sustained external campaigns, 
it paradoxically heightens   
the risk of  desperate, asym-
metric escalations, including  
nuclear acceleration, as the  
regime tries to project strength 
it no longer possesses to en-
sure its survival.

Where does India fit into 
Iran’s strategic calculus?
In Iran’s strategic calculus, In-
dia has been demoted from a vi-
tal energy anchor to a con-
strained secondary partner. 
Bilateral trade has withered to 
$1.7 billion (a mere 0.15% of  In-
dia’s total) as New Delhi aligns 
with US sanctions, ending any 
illusion that it can counterbal-
ance Western pressure or rival 
China economically. Yet, geog-
raphy ensures India’s continued 
relevance. The Chabahar port 
and INSTC provide Iran with a 
critical logistical lung — a route 
to Russia and Central Asia that 
bypasses both Pakistan and Chi-
na. Consequently, while India 
cannot compete with Beijing’s 
$400 billion economic umbrella, 
it remains a vital strategic 
hedge, preventing Iran’s com-
plete dependence on Chinese 
infrastructure and preserving a 
link to the non-Western world.

What is the future of  the 
Chabahar port project, 
given sanctions uncertainty, 
regional geopolitics and 
Iran’s internal challenges? 
Can it still serve as a viable 
connector for India to 
Central Asia and 
Afghanistan?
 Chabahar’s geography remains 
its greatest asset, but its sur-
vival now hangs on a sanctions 
cliff. While uniquely valuable 
as India’s gateway to Central 
Asia bypassing Pakistan, the 
port’s utility is being suffocated 
by Washington’s “Maximum 
Pressure 2.0.” With the current 
US sanctions waiver set to ex-
pire in April 2026 and a looming 

threat of  25% tariffs on Iran-
linked trade, New Delhi has ex-
ecuted a “strategic retreat” in 
visibility: liquidating its $120 
million investment liability 
and shifting operational logis-
tics to Iranian manpower to 
shield Indian entities.

 Although officials maintain 
that “exiting is not an option,” 
the reality is starker: without a 
renewed waiver, shipping lines 
and insurers will flee, reducing 
Chabahar from the commercial 
hub once envisioned to a con-
strained, politically fragile con-
nector kept alive only by diplo-
matic life support.

How should India balance 
its long-standing civilisa-
tional and economic ties 
with Iran against growing 
geopolitical risks?
India is executing a sharp com-
mercial decoupling while main-
taining a calculated diplomatic 
presence. With Indian banks 
freezing non-humanitarian 
transactions and trade shrink-
ing to a statistical footnote, New 
Delhi has signaled that protect-
ing its US market access is para-
mount — a shift reinforced by 
repeated evacuation advisories. 
Yet, the diplomatic door re-
mains deliberately ajar: India 
continues to lobby for Chaba-
har waivers, citing “strategic 
autonomy” and regional con-
nectivity. The emerging model 
is one of  minimalist survival: 
pursuing tightly ring-fenced 
projects and rupee mechanisms 
to preserve a skeletal strategic 
link, while strictly avoiding 
high-profile exposure to US tar-
iffs or Iranian instability.

‘From vital energy anchor to constrained secondary partner’
With Iran, India is executing a sharp commercial decoupling while maintaining a calculated diplomatic presence, says Ausaf Sayeed, former envoy to Saudi, Yemen

India, UAE eye strategic defence 
pact, set $200 billion trade target
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Six persons, including two police personnel, were 
injured during a clash between workers of two rival 
parties in Bhiwandi town of Maharashtra’s Thane 

district, officials said on Monday.

C l a s h  i n  T h a n e

of family in UP’s Etah 
killed with bricksmembers
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Denies conflict over power, placing demands before the BJP
S u d h i r  S u r ya w a n s h i  @ Mumbai

After asserting his position 
by seeking equal sharing of  the 
Mumbai mayor’s post and key 
Brihanmumbai Municipal Cor-
poration committees, Mahar-
ashtra Deputy CM Eknath 
Shinde on Monday said he was 
not placing any demands be-
fore the BJP and that there was 
no dispute over posts or power.

In the BMC elections, the 
BJP emerged as the single larg-
est party with 89 seats, while 
the Shinde-led Shiv Sena won 
29 seats. Shiv Sena (UBT) se-
cured 65 seats, Congress 20, 
AIMIM eight, MNS six, NCP 
three and the Samajwadi Party 
two in the 227-member civic 
body. Though the BJP fell short 
of  the simple majority mark of  
114, together with Shiv Sena’s 
29 corporators, the ruling Ma-
hayuti alliance crossed the ma-
jority mark with 118 seats.

Following the results, Shinde 
asserted his claim in the power-
sharing formula and sought ei-
ther the mayor’s post or the 
chairmanship of  the standing 
or improvement committee. He 
also moved his newly elected 
corporators to a hotel in Bandra. 
However, the BJP refused to con-
cede, signalling it could explore 
support from other parties. Af-
ter the BJP’s firm stand, Shinde 
struck a conciliatory note, say-
ing there were no differences 
within the alliance and that both 

parties would soon stake  
claim to power in the BMC. 
“Mumbaikar has given the man-
date in favour of  Mahayuti by 
positively responding to the 
development agenda of  
Mahayuti. We will re-
spect the mandate of  
the people of  Mumbai,” 
he said.

Dismissing specula-
tion, Shinde added, “Peo-
ple are spreading rumours that 
should not be believed. The 
same situation was there in 
2019, and the same kind of  ru-
mours were floated. The next 

mayor of  Mumbai will be from 
Mahayuti only.”

He stressed that the alliance 
would form the civic govern-

ment. Shinde said no pow-
er-sharing formula had 
been finalised and dis-
cussions would be held 
after Chief  Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis re-

turns from Davos.
“There is no dispute be-

tween the BJP and Shiv Sena 
over any post. We are not peo-
ple who will fight for power. We 
are here to serve the people,” 
Shinde said.

P r e e t h a  N a i r  @ New Delhi

The CPM and the Congress are 
yet to formally begin discus-
sions on a possible alliance in 
West Bengal for the upcoming 
elections, even as the Left par-
ty’s central committee has indi-
cated its willingness to explore 
a tie-up to consolidate the anti-
BJP vote, sources said.

While the CPM has signalled 
openness to reviving an alli-
ance with the Congress, the lat-
ter is yet to give a green signal, 
as there are contrasting views 
within the party over the politi-
cal utility of  such an arrange-
ment. Sources said Congress 
leadership will take the final 
call in the matter, though the 
screening committee held a 
meeting on January 17 in Kolk-
ata to review organisational 
preparedness and potential 
candidates.  

Sources claim the Congress’ 
state unit is split on the issue, 
with West Bengal Congress 
president Subhankar Sarkar 
understood to be opposed to an 
alliance with the Left, arguing 
that the arrangement failed to 
deliver results in previous elec-
tions. While one section within 
the party believes that  a tactical 
understanding with the CPM 
could help revive the Congress’ 
shrinking electoral space in the 
state, sources said there is a pre-
vailing view that the party 
should go with the ruling Trina-
mool Congress (TMC)  “There 

are differing views within the 
Congress. One section feels the 
alliance experiment has already 
been tried and failed, while an-
other believes that without co-
operation, both parties risk fur-
ther marginalisation. Some 
senior leaders are in favour of  
exploring an alliance with the 
TMC. However, the high com-
mand will take the final call af-
ter consulting all leaders, ”said 
a Congress leader.

The CPM central committee, 
which recently met in Thiru-
vananthapuram, discussed the 
West Bengal situation and 
broadly endorsed the idea of  
electoral coordination with the 
Congress to counter both the 
ruling Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) and the BJP.  A section 
of  leaders are also keen to in-
clude the CPI(ML) in any 
broader Opposition front in the 
state. “In Bengal, the party will 
work for the defeat of  both the 
TMC and the BJP, which are 
trying to polarise the society,” 
said the statement of  the cen-
tral committee.

Shinde blinks as BJP refuses to budge
Shinde had asserted his claim in the power-sharing formula and sought 
either the mayor’s post or the chairmanship of the standing or 
improvement committee. However, the BJP refused to concede. After 
the BJP’s firm stand, Shinde struck a conciliatory note, saying there 
were no differences within the alliance at all, dismissing all speculation.

M U K E S H  RAN   J AN   @ New Delhi

On a day when a search opera-
tion continued to hunt down 
holed up terrorists in Jammu & 
Kashmir’s  Kishtwar, CM Omar 
Abdullah met Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah here to dis-
cuss a range of  important is-
sues concerning the UT.

Also, the meeting was held in 
the backdrop of  the upcoming 
budget for the year 2026-27, 
which will be presented in Lok 
Sabha on February 1.

Even as authorities claimed 
the meeting as a routine affair, 
it assumed significance in 
many ways, including the secu-
rity concerns and economic 
boost for the UT, which have 
been the key focus areas for 
both the Centre and the UT 
administration.

Confirming that he met the 
Home Minister, the Office of  
the Chief  Minister, J&K, 
through its ‘X’ handle, said, 
“Chief  Minister today met 
Hon’ble Union Home Minister 
@Amit Shah in New Delhi to 
discuss various matters con-
cerning Jammu & Kashmir.”

Sources said that the two 
leaders discussed issues per-
taining to governance, security, 
development and the overall po-

litical and administrative situ-
ation in Jammu and Kashmir.

While specific details of  the 
deliberations were not official-
ly disclosed, the meeting is be-
ing seen as significant in the 
context of  ongoing efforts to 
strengthen coordination be-
tween the Centre and the UT’s 
elected government. The sourc-
es indicated that the discussion 
might have covered key areas 
such as law and order, security 
arrangements, developmental 
initiatives, central assistance 
and the smooth functioning of  
administrative set up in J&K. 

Focus on infra projects
The meeting also comes amid 
renewed focus on accelerating 
infrastructure projects, improving 
public service delivery and 
addressing long-standing public 
concerns in the region.

A d i t h i  R e e n a  Aj  i t h  @ Jaipur

On the final morning of  the 
19th Jaipur Literature Festival, 
mythological reteller Anand 
Neelakantan unveiled his latest 
book, ‘Mahishasura: The Leg-
end of  Kumarikandam.’ Unlike 
his past works that were retell-
ings of  the Puranas, this one 
ventures into science fiction.

Set 70,000 years ago in the 
lost archipelago of  Kumarikan-
dam, the book reimagines the 
goddess Devi as a warrior 
queen fighting an alien-created 
Mahishasura in an intergalac-
tic war. The novel marks the 
first instalment of  ‘The Devi 
Series.’  One of  his motivations, 
he explained during the discus-
sion with author Mridula 
Ramesh, was to bridge the gap 
between the Sanskrit Puranas 
and the lesser-discussed Tamil 
mythologies. “I thought—why 
not bring in the great legend of  
Kumari Kandam? It’s a myth 

with resonance across cultures, 
not just India.”

World -bui lding , 
Neelakantan empha-
sised, has long been 
central to his works 
that span from Ajaya, 
the story of  Mahab-
harata from Duryoda-
hana’s perspective, 
and Queen of  Mahis-
mati from the world 
of  Bahubali. With Mahishas-
ura, however, he deliberately 
pushed himself  into science 

fiction. “My children are fans 
of  Marvel. They used to tell me 

Indian mythology 
isn’t interesting for 
Gen Z.” The novel’s 
universe includes ar-
tificial intelligence, 
advanced warfare and 
alien beings, all an-
chored in ideas drawn 
from Indian philo-
sophical traditions. 

One such idea is Mayavada. 
“In Mayavada, the entire world 
is a simulation, Brahma’s 

dream,” Neelakantan ex-
plained, pointing to parallels 
with modern simulation theory. 
He also referenced time-travel 
motifs found in the Rig Veda, 
noting how ancient texts al-
ready grappled with questions 
modern science fiction consid-
ers radical.

Rejecting the simple division 
between devas and asuras as 
good vs evil, he argued that “as-
uras in the Puranas are not 
evil, they are materialistic, rep-
resenting a world of  logic, sci-
ence and material desire. It was 
only later, with Amar Chitra 
Katha and similar retellings, 
that we started telling these sto-
ries in binaries”.

Historically, he pointed out, 
many figures now worshipped 
as gods were once seen differ-
ently. “Krishna is described as 
an Asura in the Rig Veda. In Ker-
ala, Mahabali—an Asura—is 
celebrated. It was always about 
balance, not good versus evil.”

NA  M ITA   B A J PAI   @ Lucknow

A sudden Instagram post hint-
ing at another turmoil brewing 
up in Samajwadi Party patri-
arch late Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav’s family on Monday left the 
political circles surprised. Mu-
layam’s younger son and step 
brother of  Samajwadi Party 
chief  Akhilesh Yadav, Prateek 
Yadav, announced that he would 
be divorcing wife Aparna Ya-
dav, a BJP leader and the vice-
president of  UP Women’s Com-
mission, accusing her of  having 
“ruined his family”.

“I am going to divorce this 
selfish woman as soon as pos-
sible. She ruined my family 
ties. All …” Prateek allegedly 
said in the post shared from his 
official Instagram account – 
iamprateekyadav. In the post, 
the Yadav scion claimed that 
his relationships with his fam-
ily deteriorated because of  his 
wife. After marriage, tension in 

family relationships continued 
to increase, which affected his 
personal and social life. Ac-
cording to Prateek, his wife’s 
behaviour has been insensitive 
towards the family.

Poll rolls

P r e e t h a  N a i r  @ New Delhi

The Congress on Monday al-
leged that the BJP in Rajasthan 
was attempting to ‘fraudulent-
ly’ remove from the electoral 
rolls the names of  voters who 
support the Opposition party. It 
also demanded a forensic probe 
of  forms used for the removal 
of  electors in Rajasthan.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in the Capital, Rajasthan 
Congress chief  Govind Singh 
Dotasra said that the final draft 
list published after the SIR of  
rolls showed that 45 lakh people 
were found to be “absent, shift-
ed, or deceased”, and objections 
were then invited until 
January15.

“Until January 3, there was 
no chaos, and the entire system 
was running smoothly. Howev-
er, on January 3, BJP leader B 
L Santosh visited Rajasthan, 
held a meeting, and the process 
of  fraudulently adding and re-
moving votes began,” he said.

“The data from the EC’s web-
site shows that from December 
17 to January 14, the BJP, 
through 937 booth-level agents, 
submitted applications to add 
211 names and remove 5,694 
votes. Meanwhile, the Congress 
party, through 110 BLAs, sub-
mitted applications to add 185 
names and remove two names,” 
he claimed.

The Rajasthan Congress 
chief  said his party will not al-
low this “murder of  democra-
cy” in the state.

In another post on Monday 
evening, Prateek elaborated on 
the earlier post by putting an-
other picture of  Aparna and 
saying: “Broke my relationship 
with my mother, broke my rela-
tionship with my father, broke 
my relationship with my broth-
er...” However, as his post went 
viral, Aparna ‘s brother, Aman 
Bisht, rushed to clarify that 
Prateek’s Instagram account 
was “hacked”.

Notably, Prateek Yadav, son 
of  Mulayam Singh Yadav’s sec-
ond wife Sadhna Gupta, and 
Aparna Bisht, daughter of  a 
senior journalist and former 
Information Commissioner, 
Arvind Singh Bisht, got mar-
ried in 2011 and have two daugh-
ters. Their wedding ceremony 
was attended by Mulayam 
Singh Yadav as well as Bolly-
wood megastar Amitabh Bach-
chan. Prateek was also present 
with Aparna on her birthday 
on December 4, 2025.

P o w e r  o f  w o r d s

Mythological reteller Anand Neelakantan with author Mridula Ramesh |  Express Not for keeps
1 	The Yadav scion claimed 

that his relationships with 
his family deteriorated 
because of his wife

2 	He says her behaviour has 
been insensitive towards 
the family

Shinde volte-face, says 
will accept BJP formula

Left keen, but Cong yet to 
come out with response 
on Bengal poll alliance

Ahead of Budget session, 
Omar discusses security 
of UT with Shah in DelhiN a m i ta  B a jp a i  @ Lucknow

Congress leader and Leader 
of  Opposition in the Lok Sabha 
Rahul Gandhi did not appear 
before the Sultanpur MP/MLA 
court on Monday in connection 
with a defamation case against 
him, following which the court 
fixed February 20 as the next 
date of  hearing.

Gandhi, the Raebareli MP, 
was scheduled to record his 
statement before the court. How-
ever, his counsel Kashi Prasad 
Shukla informed the court that 
the Congress leader could not be 
present as he was in Kerala ow-
ing to a political engagement.

Taking note of  the submis-
sion, MP-MLA court judge 
Shubham Verma granted Gan-
dhi a final opportunity to ap-
pear in person. The court had 
then made it clear that his state-
ment must now be recorded 
and no further exemptions 
would be granted.

 The defamation case was 
filed in October 2018 by local 
BJP functionary Vijay Mishra, 
a resident of  Hanumanganj in 
Kotwali Dehat area of  Sultan-
pur district. Mishra alleged 
that during election campaign-
ing in Karnataka in August 
2018, Gandhi had made objec-
tionable remarks against then 
BJP president Amit Shah.

Defamation case: 
Appear or face  
action, Rahul told

Mulayam’s younger son announces 
decision to divorce wife, stokes row

Raj Cong flags 
45L ‘absent’ 
voters in SIR

DI  L I P  S IN  G H  K S HATRIYA      @ Ahmedabad

A five-year-old girl’s sudden death after being 
administered a cough syrup has sent  shock-
waves in Gujarat, with her aunt alleging foul 
play, questioning the medicine’s safety, and de-
manding justice.  The police await the post-mor-
tem report to ascertain whether it was a tragic 
reaction or something far more sinister.

Dhyani, who lost both her parents, was being 
raised by her grandparents 
and relatives. According to 
family members, Dhyani was 
given a cough syrup brought 
from a medical store by her 
cousin uncle. Soon, her con-
dition allegedly began to 
worsen rapidly. In panic, the 
child was rushed from one 
hospital to another but be-
fore treatment could even be-

gin, she was declared dead.
Her aunt, Rupal Patel, raised serious suspi-

cions and halted the last rites.“I received a call 
around 8 am saying Dhyani’s health was very 
bad and that I should come to Vadodara,” Rupal 
told the media. “Even before I could reach, an-
other call came saying she had passed away. 
When we arrived, preparations for the last rites 
had already begun. That’s when we became 
suspicious and immediately called the police. 
We demanded a post-mortem. Now, we are wait-
ing for the report.”

E x p r e ss   n e w s  s e r v i c e  @ Bhopal

Opposition Congress has questioned the ap-
pointment of  2014 batch Indian Administrative 
Service (IAS) officer Dilip Kumar Yadav, as the 
MD of  Madhya Pradesh State Tourism Devel-
opment Corporation. Yadav, was given the plum 
assignment in the state (which is counted 
among the top Indian states with major tourist 
attractions) on Sunday evening, a fortnight af-
ter being removed as the mu-
nicipal commissioner of  In-
dore, in the wake of  deaths of  
residents due to contaminat-
ed water supply in Indore’s 
Bhagirathpura area.

“After the deaths of  inno-
cent people in Indore’s Bhagi-
rathpura, a series of  actions 
were initiated by the CM Dr 
Mohan Yadav, including the 
removal of  municipal commissioner Dilip Ku-
mar Yadav. The same official has now been giv-
en the plum assignment as MD of  state tourism 
corporation. This suggests that it was not the 
faulty system of  the Indore Municipal Corpora-
tion, which supplied contaminated water, lead-
ing to 24 deaths so far. Instead rewarding of  the 
2014 batch IAS officer with plum posting sug-
gests that maybe the residents of  Bhagirath-
pura ended lives on their own by arranging and 
drinking poisonous water,” state Congress pres-
ident Jitu Patwari said in Bhopal on Monday.

C o n t a m i n a t i o n

Plum post for 
babu ‘shunted’ 
out of Indore

5-yr-old dies 
after taking 
cough syrup

‘It was always about balance, not good vs evil’

Nitish all charged up 
after Bihar victory
In the early mornings when most 
prefer to stay indoors tucked in bed, 
Bihar Chief Minister Nititsh Kumar is 
already out conducting his 15th yatra 
called Samriddhi Yatra. The march 
has a special significance as it has 
been taken out after NDA swept the 
last Assembly elections by mustering 
the absolute majority. Although 
industrialisation ranks high on the 
priority list of the new NDA 
government, Nitish’s focus on 
strengthening infrastructure in the 
hinterland of the state is also clearly 
visible. He is inaugurating and laying 
the foundation stone for various 
development schemes, showing 
how he is taking care to improve the 
living condition of one and all.

Post poll defeat, INDIA 
bloc in disarray
After travelling together for more 
than a couple of weeks, the situation 
has completely changed. Leaders of 
the INDIA bloc are giving top most 
priority to putting their own houses 
in order. So, it is in complete disarray 
and only time will tell when they will 
sit together and formulate a 
common strategy. They will face the 
litmus test in the forthcoming 
budget session of Bihar Assembly as 
it is a million dollar question whether 
all constituents of INDIA bloc will be 
able to corner the mighty NDA in the 
house with a collective strength. This 
assumes greater significance as it 
comes it the backdrop of the INDIA 
bloc’s Bihar poll debacle.

Mumbai to soon have 
Bihar Bhawan
After playing a significant role in the 
national capital for many years, 
Bihar Bhawan is also set to make its 
appearance in the country’s 
commercial capital, Mumbai. A plan 
for the project has been prepared. 
Building Construction Department 
will construct the Bihar Bhawan at 
Elephant Estate in the Mumbai Port 
Trust area. The proposed building 
will be around 30 storeys high, 
including a basement, and will be 
equipped with modern facilities. The 
state cabinet has granted 
administrative approval of `314.20 
crore for the project, which will help 
speed up the construction process. 
The office will provide facilities for 
government work and meetings.

Patna  
Diary

r a m a s h a n k a r
Our correspondent in Bihar

ramashankar@ 
newindianexpress.com
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4 dead
and six missing after Chinese steel 
plant blast; officials detained
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Site approved for 
temple relocation
New land for the relocation of 
the 130-year-old Dewi Sri 
Pathrakaliamman Temple has 
been gazetted, just 100 metres 
from its original site, Federal 
Territories minister Hannah Yeoh 
said. Building plans have been 
approved and the site designated 
for non-Muslim worship. 
Relocation is expected to begin 
after Thaipusam celebrations.

Valentino, master of glamour, passes away at 93
ROME

Valentino Garavani, the jet-
set Italian designer whose high-
glamour gowns — often in his 
trademark shade of  “Valentino 
red” — were fashion show sta-
ples for nearly half  a century, 
has died at home in Rome, his 
foundation announced Monday. 
He was 93.

“Valentino Garavani was not 
only a constant guide and inspi-
ration for all of  us, but a true 
source of  light, creativity and 
vision, the foundation said in a 
statement posted on social me-

dia. His body will repose at the 
foundation’s headquarters in 
Rome on Wednesday and Thurs-

day. The funeral will be held 
Friday at the Basilica Santa 
Maria degli Angeli e dei Mar-
tiri in Rome’s Piazza della Re-
pubblica. Universally known 
by his first name, Valentino 
was adored by generations of  
royals, first ladies and movie 
stars, from Jackie Kennedy 
Onassis to Julia Roberts and 
Queen Rania of  Jordan, who 
swore the designer always 
made them look and feel their 
best. “I know what women 
want,” he once remarked. 
“They want to be beautiful.”

Never one for edginess or 

statement dressing, Valentino 
made precious few fashion 
faux-pas throughout his nearly 
half-century-long career, which 
stretched from his early days in 
Rome in the 1960s through to 
his retirement in 2008.

Valentino’s fail-safe designs 
made him the go-to designer for 
red-carpet A-listers. His sump-
tuous gowns appeared at count-
less Academy Awards, includ-
ing Julia Roberts’ vintage 
black-and-white column dress 
in 2001 and Cate Blanchett’s 
butter-yellow one-shouldered 
gown in 2004.� AP

washington

The European Union’s execu-
tive arm, Russia, Belarus and 
Thailand on Monday were the 
latest to be asked to join U.S. 
President Donald Trump’s new 
Board of  Peace that will super-
vise the next phase of  the Gaza 
peace plan, as a top Israeli offi-
cial said the initiative is “bad for 
Israel” and should be scrapped.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said Russian President 
Vladimir Putin received the in-
vitation and that the Kremlin is 
now “studying the details” and 
would seek clarity of  “all the 
nuances” in contacts with the 
US The Thai Foreign Ministry 
said it was also invited and that 
it was reviewing the details.

Belarus President Alexan-
der Lukashenko has been in-
vited and is ready to take part, 
according to the country’s For-
eign Ministry. European Com-
mission spokesperson Olof  Gill 
confirmed that Ursula von der 
Leyen, the president of  the 
commission, received an invi-
tation and would be speaking to 
other EU leaders about Gaza. 
Gill didn’t say whether the invi-
tation had been accepted, but 
that the commission wants “to 
contribute to a comprehensive 
plan to end the Gaza conflict.”

It’s unclear how many leaders 
have been invited to join the 
board. But a Trump reference in 
the invitation letters that the 
body would “embark on a bold 

new approach to resolving global 
conflict” suggested it could act as 
a rival to the UN Security Coun-
cil, the most powerful body of  the 
global organization created in 
the wake of  World War II.

According to the World 
Bank’s Gaza and West Bank In-
terim Rapid Damage and Needs 
Assessment (IRDNA) report re-
leased last year, it’ll take $53 bil-
lion to rebuild the strip. Israeli 
far-right Finance Minister Bez-
alel Smotrich on Monday dis-
missed the Board of  Peace as a 
raw deal for Israel and called 
for its dissolution.� AP

Soldiers take up positions during an army raid in the West Bank city of Hebron |  ap
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to Gaza peace board; 
Israel criticises plan

Hackers air exiled prince 
message on Iran state TV
Dubai: Hackers disrupted 
Iranian state television to 
broadcast footage of exiled 
Crown Prince Reza Pahlavi 
urging security forces not to 
turn weapons on protesters, 
online video showed on Monday. 
The hack follows nationwide 
demonstrations and a deadly 
crackdown that activists say 
has killed at least 3,941 people. 
Internet shutdowns have 
limited information flow. Iran’s 
foreign minister lost an 
invitation to speak at Davos 
over the killings, while US-Iran 
tensions remain high.

Blast in Kabul kills 
seven, wounds several

Kabul: An explosion in downtown 
Kabul on Monday killed at least 

seven people and wounded about 
a dozen others, according to 

Italian medical charity 
EMERGENCY. The blast hit a 

restaurant in the Shahr-e-Naw 
district, though the cause was 

unclear. EMERGENCY said its 
surgical centre received 20 

casualties, including seven dead 
on arrival. The wounded include 
four women and a child. Afghan 

officials confirmed deaths and 
injuries, while Chinese media 

reported two Chinese nationals 
among the injured.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

KARACHI

The death toll from a massive 
fire at a shopping plaza in Kara-
chi rose to 23 on Monday as res-
cuers recovered more bodies 
from the badly damaged build-
ing, police said. Dozens remain 
missing. Firefighters extin-
guished the blaze at the multisto-
ry plaza late Sunday, nearly 24 
hours after it erupted, allowing 
rescue teams to enter the build-
ing. Authorities fear the death toll 
will rise as they look for 46 more 
people, according to city police 
chief  Asad Raza.

Raza told The Associated Press 
on Monday that only six bodies 
have been identified so far. The 
rest will need DNA testing as the 

“bodies were beyond recogni-
tion,” police surgeon, Dr Sum-
maiya Syed, said. She said that 
doctors were collecting DNA sam-
ples from the relatives of  the 
missing individuals. According to 
local media, at least 26 people died 

in the blaze. Earlier, Sindh pro-
vincial Chief  Minister Murad Ali 
Shah told a news conference in 
Karachi that rescue teams were 
searching for survivors and the 
dead. He said those killed in the 
fire included a firefighter and that 
the government would provide 10 
million rupees ($36,000) in com-
pensation to the family of  each 
person killed. As night fell, rescu-
ers continued to struggle to reach 
parts of  the severely damaged 
building where some people were 
believed to be trapped after losing 
contact with their families the 
previous day. City Mayor Murta-
za Wahab said the rescue opera-
tion would continue until all 
missing persons had been ac-
counted for. � AP

23 people die in Karachi plaza blaze, 
search on for 46 reported missing

BENGALURU

Rescue workers and firefighters work 
with heavy machinery to search through 
the rubble of a burnt building of a 
multistory shopping plaza following a 
massive fire in Karachi, Pakistan |  ap

A s i a  M a t t ers 

At least 39 dead and counting in 
high-speed rail collision in Spain
Tail end of a train jumps track, hits head of another that was speeding past, derails 2 carriages

ADAMUZ

Spanish police said Monday 
that at least 39 people are con-
firmed dead in a high-speed 
rail collision the previous night 
in the south of  the country 
when the tail end of  a train 
jumped the track, causing an-
other train speeding past in the 
opposite direction to derail.

The impact tossed the second 
train’s lead carriages off  the 
track, sending them plummet-
ing down a 4-meter (13-foot) 
slope. Some bodies were found 
hundreds of  meters (feet) from 
the crash site, Andalusia re-
gional president Juanma 
Moreno said, describing the 
wreckage a “mass of  twisted 
metal” with bodies likely still 
to be found inside.

Efforts to recover the bodies 
continued Monday, and the 
death toll could rise. Authori-
ties are also focusing on attend-
ing hundreds of  distraught 
family members and have 

asked for them to provide DNA 
samples to help in the identifi-
cation of  the victims.

The crash occurred Sunday 
at 7.45 pm when the tail end of  
a train carrying 289 passengers 
on the route from Malaga to the 

capital, Madrid, went off  the 
rails. It slammed into an incom-
ing train traveling from Madrid 
to Huelva, another southern 
Spanish city, according to rail 
operator Adif. The head of  the 
second train, which was carry-

ing nearly 200 passengers, took 
the brunt of  the impact, Span-
ish Transport Minister Óscar 
Puente said. That collision 
knocked its first two carriages 
off  the track. Puente said that 
it appeared the largest number 
of  the deaths occurred in those 
carriages. Authorities said all 
the survivors had been rescued 
in the early morning.

The accident shook a nation 
which leads Europe in high-
speed train mileage and takes 
pride in a network that is con-
sidered at the cutting edge of  
rail transport.

Spanish Prime Minister 
Pedro Sánchez declared three 
days of  national mourning for 
the victims of  the crash.

“Today is a day of  pain for all 
of  Spain,” Sánchez said on a 
visit to Adamuz, a village near 
the accident site, where many 
locals helped emergency serv-
ices handle the influx of  dis-
traught and hurt passengers 
overnight.� AP

Emergency crews work at the site of a train collision in Adamuz, southern Spain |  ap

B’desh court 
indicts Hindu 
monk in lawyer 
murder case
Dhaka

A court in Bangladesh on Mon-
day indicted Hindu monk Chin-
moy Krishna Das and 38 others 
in connection with the death of  
a lawyer in southeastern port 
city of  Chattogram in Novem-
ber 2024. Das, a spokesperson 
for the Bangladesh Sammilita 
Sanatani Jagran Jote, was ar-
rested from Dhaka’s Hazrat 
Shahjalal International Airport 
on November 25, 2024 for alleged 
sedition. Das, a former ISKCON 
leader, was denied bail and 
jailed by a Chattogram court.

His arrest sparked protests, 
with his followers demonstrat-
ing in Dhaka and other places 
the next day.  

The protest turned violent in 
Chattogram, where the lawyer 
was killed on November 26. On 
Monday, ‘the court framed 
charges against Chinmoy un-
der Sections 302 and 109 of  the 
Penal Code and brought charg-
es against 22 others under dif-
ferent sections,’ a prosecution 
lawyer told reporters after the 
indictment by the Chattogram 
Divisional Speedy Trial Tribu-
nal. Prosecutors said 39 people 
were accused of  the murder of  
junior government prosecutor 
Saiful Islam Alif  while 23, in-
cluding Das, were in custody to 
stand the trial in person. 

The remaining 16 accused 
are absconding. The court or-
der came after Judge Jahidul 
Haque of  the Chattogram Divi-
sional Speedy Trial Tribunal 
heard both the prosecution and 
defence lawyers, 14 months af-
ter Alif ’s death. The prosecu-
tion objected to the application.  
After hearing arguments from 
both sides, the court framed 
charges against all 39 accused. 
Prior to this, the judge read out 
the charges to the accused 
present in court. 

TV and video footage on so-
cial media showed Das being 
escorted to the courtroom by 
police’s elite SWAT unit mem-
bers with an umbrella over 
his head.� PTI

Valentino Garavani |  ap

UPSIFS, Lucknow (Established in 2021) functioning under the 
aegis of the Home Department, Govt. of U.P. & affiliated with 
the National Forensic Science University, Gandhinagar, Gujarat. 
UPSIFS, Lucknow invites applications for temporary contractual 
posts of Associate Professor, Assistant Professor & Non-Teaching 
Staff. For online application & other details please visit website  
www.upsifs.ac.in. 

RecRuitment notice 
(Advt. no-01/2026) 

Uttar Pradesh State Institute of Forensic Science, Lucknow 
Aurawan, Daroga Kheda, P.O. Banthra, Lucknow -226401

RO No: 244225 RO Date: 19/01/2026
Website: www.upgov.nic.in

Sd/-
Assistant Registrar (Academics)

UPSIFS, Lucknow

GOVT. OF ODISHA, OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION 
ENGINEER RURAL WORKS CIRCLE: KEONJHAR 

Email: se_nerwkjr@rediffmail.com
eProcurement Notice for Road Works 

Bid Identification No. NCB-39/RWCKJR/2025-26 
No.237 / Date: 15/01/2026

1. Name of the work  :-  S/R to roads in the District of Keonjhar for the year 2025-26. 
2. No. of work :- 02(Two) Nos. 
3. Estimated Cost  :-  As per Annexure in NIT. 
4. Class of Contractor (Eligible) :- As per Annexure in NIT.
5. Period of Completion :- As per Annexure in NIT. 
6. Other details :- 

Procurement Officer Bid Identifi-
cation No. 

Availability of tender On-line 
for bidding

Last Date 
& Time of 

seeking Tender 
Clarification

Date &Time of Opening of 
Tender in O/o C.C.E., R.W. 

Circle, Keonjhar
From To Technical Bid Financial Bid 

1 2 3  4 5  6 7 
Chief Construction 

Engineer, Rural Works 
Circle, Keonjhar

 NCB -39/ 
RWCKJR/ 
2025-26

Dt.22.01.26 
at 11.00 A.M

Dt.05.02.26 
up to 5.00 P.M

Dt.04.02.26 
up to 5.00 P.M

Dt.06.02.26 
at 11.00 A.M

Will be 
intimated later 

• Further details can be seen from the website: www.tendersorissa.gov.in  
Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer, R.W. Circle, Keonjhar                        

O-2058



E N S  e c o n o m i c  b u r e a u  @ Mumbai

The Reserve Bank has asked 
HDFC Bank to make additional 
one-time provision worth `500 
crore for misclassification of  
certain agri sector related loans 
as priority sector lending.

ICICI Bank was also asked to 
provide `1,283 crore in addi-
tional one-time provisions for 
the same mismatch. While 
HDFC chose to brush it aside as 
part of  the overall provisions, 
ICICI separately disclosed that 
its provisions rose because of  
this particular one-time hit.  

HDFC Bank reported an 

11.5% jump in net profit, while 
ICICI Bank had reported a 4% 
fall in net income due to the 
one-time provision for the quar-
ter ending December 2025. 

These are supervisory 
charges and are not asso-
ciated with defaults in 
loans or deterioration 
in asset quality. The RBI 
has clarified the under-
lying loans are still being 
serviced and are not NPAs. 
HDFC’s admission and clarifi-
cation came during the analysts 
call last Saturday, wherein it 
said it was asked by the regula-
tor to identify and address the 

shortcomings in their loan port-
folios. These adjustments are 
necessary to ensure compliance 
with priority sector lending 
(PSL) norms.

“In the future, we need 
to operate in a model 
that’s acceptable to the 
regulator. As a correc-
tive measure, the rec-
alibration of  our book 

is driven by the scale of  
our finance to clearly clas-

sify what’s genuinely agricul-
tural loan and what falls out-
side that remit,” HDFC Bank 
CFO Srinivasan Vaidyanathan 
told the analysts.

E N S  E c o n o m i c  B u r e a u  @ Chennai

IKEA India, a subsidiary of  glo-
bal home furnishings retailer 
Inter Ingka Group, on Monday 
announced the launch of  online 
deliveries across Tamil Nadu. 
The Sweden-based company 
will deliver products in Chen-
nai, Madurai, Coimbatore and 
Salem from January 22. 

As per IKEA India, it has over 
25,000 customers who are part 
of  the IKEA family community 
in the state. It plans to provide 
end-to-end home solutions to 
Chennai customers within 
three to seven days timeline. 

The company’s long-term war-
ranties ranging from 5 to 25 
years and a 365-day return poli-
cy, delivering products through 
electric vehicles and promoting 
sustainability in the sector.

IKEA India will ship prod-
ucts to Tamil Nadu from its 
Bengaluru facility. 

“Beginning 2026 with our on-
line launch in Tamil Nadu is 
especially meaningful as we 

continue to strengthen and 
grow our presence in South In-
dia. We are excited as this al-
lows us to meet customers 
where they are, support every-
day life at home, and build long-

term relationships in a market 
that has already shown strong 
love for IKEA. 

Every market and every home 
teach us something new, and 
this launch is another impor-
tant step in that journey. Learn-
ings here will influence the fu-
ture shopping formats and help 
identify the right locations. 
This launch is the beginning of  
our long-term omnichannel 
journey in Chennai and in-
sights from e-commerce and 
planning services will shape 
our future stores and offerings 
here,” said Patrik Antoni, CEO, 
IKEA India.

P u s h p i ta  D e y  @ New Delhi

India is walking a diplomatic 
and trade tightrope as the Unit-
ed States and European coun-
tries edge towards a tariff  war 
over the Greenland dispute, 
with trade experts urging cau-
tion to protect Indian export-
ers. While some analysts warn, 
going by past precedent under 
US President Donald Trump, 
Washington could slap fresh 
tariffs on major European trad-
ing partners, others believe the 
standoff  could open opportuni-
ties for India to deepen its foot-
print in European markets.

“Political tussle over Green-
land could spill over to other 
areas. It could result in a shift 
in the EU’s position on trade 
and WTO issues vis-a-vis the 
US,” said Abhijit Das, former 
head of  the Centre for WTO 
Studies at the Indian Institute 
of  Foreign Trade (IIFT). In-
dia signed a free trade 
agreement (FTA) with 
the UK last year and is 
likely to conclude an 
FTA with the EU in the 
near future.

Trump has announced 
a fresh 10% tariff  on coun-
tries opposing his move to ac-
quire Greenland. The US plans 
to impose tariffs on Denmark, 
Norway, Sweden, France, Ger-
many, the United Kingdom, the 
Netherlands and Finland, de-
spite trade deals signed in 2025. 
“There could be pressure on 
countries to reduce trade with 
the EU, failing which the US 
may impose punitive tariffs on 
them,” said Das.

India, meanwhile, is main-

taining a diplomatically neutral 
stance. A government source 
confirmed that no immediate 
decisions are being taken and 
that trade negotiations with 
both the EU and the US will con-
tinue. “We are observing the 
situation,” the official said.

Some trade experts argue es-
calating US–Europe tensions 
could offer a strategic opening 

for India, provided it man-
ages its negotiations care-

fully. “Friction between 
the US and the EU is 
pushing the EU to con-
clude its FTA with In-

dia,” said Rajan Sudesh 
Ratna, deputy head and 

senior economic affairs officer 
at the UN Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia.

Krishan Arora, partner at 
Grant Thornton Bharat, said 
the tensions could prompt Eu-
ropean consumers to seek al-
ternatives to US suppliers. “Eu-
r o p e a n  d e m a n d  m a y 
increasingly turn to India to fill 
the gap. Demand for Indian 
goods is expected to rise fur-
ther, especially as more FTAs 
come into effect,” he said.
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R a k es  h  K u m a r  @ New Delhi

Elon Musk-led satellite com-
munication service provider 
Starlink will have to wait long-
er to launch its commercial 
services in India, as security 
concerns have intensified fol-
lowing recent incidents involv-
ing its operations in Iran, offi-
cials said.

As per an official from the 
Department of  Telecommuni-
cations (DoT), the govern-
ment is unlikely to offer any 
leniency during the security 
clearance process. This comes 
after Starlink was found to 
have operated in Iran with-
out proper authorisation or 
licensing, where the use of  its 
services is banned by the Ira-
nian government.

The company allegedly smug-
gled its equipment, including 
user terminals, into Iran over 
the past two years and operated 
services without a licence. Re-
ports indicate that Starlink 
even waived monthly subscrip-
tion fees for users in Iran after 
the government there shut 
down internet services. “Inci-
dents like these have prompted 
the government to scrutinise 
Starlink’s security aspects in 
India. The government is tak-
ing this matter very seriously 
and is carefully examining all 
factors before giving green sig-
nal for Starlink to operate in 
the country,” the official said.

This is not the first time Star-
link equipment has raised con-

cerns in India. In December 
2024, Starlink routers and an-
tennas were discovered in Ma-
nipur. Police in the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands found that 
drug smugglers had used a 
Starlink Mini — a portable sat-
ellite communication device 
with an integrated Wi-Fi rout-
er—to communicate while op-
erating in Indian waters.

Though Musk had stated 
Starlink’s services were “turned 

off” in India, reports suggested 
the devices continued to func-
tion in certain areas. This alleg-
edly enabled individuals and 
militant groups in Manipur to 
access internet during govern-
ment-imposed shutdowns.

Meanwhile, Starlink has 
claimed compliance with In-
dia’s stringent security norms, 
including ensuring that all user 
traffic remains within India and 
is routed through local gate-
ways instead of  foreign ones. 
The company has obtained man-
datory Global Mobile Personal 
Communication by Satellite 
(GMPCS) licence to offer satel-
lite communication services to 

retail consumers. It has also 
secured a VSAT licence, 

along with authorisa-
tions for in-flight 

and maritime 
c o n n e c -
tivity.

Apar t 
from Star-

link, the gov-
ernment has 

granted licences 
to Bharti Group-

backed OneWeb and 
the Jio-SES joint ven-

ture, Jio Satellite Communica-
tions, to provide satellite com-
munication services in India. 
The DoT has already allotted 
spectrum to these companies 
for demonstrating security 
compliance. However, so far, 
none of  them has received final 
ap proval  f rom s ecur i ty 
agencies.

Starlink launch likely to get 
delayed over security worry
Indian govt wary of Musk’s company as it faces security test in Iran

Under lens
1 	Govt unlikely show leniency 

in  security clearance process

2 	Starlink was recently found 
to have operated in Iran 
without proper licensing

3 	Reports say Starlink 
waived fees in Iran after 
govt shut internet services

Pa d m i n i  D h r u v a r a j  @ Bengaluru

The country’s biggest IT serv-
ices companies are still hiring 
thousands of  fresh graduates 
and have reported stabilising 
attrition in FY26 so far. How-
ever, some firms have seen 
their total employee numbers 
fall year-on-year as automation 
and artificial intelligence re-
duce demand for mid-skill roles 
and drive restructuring.

Three of  India’s top five IT 
services companies reported a 
sequential decline in net head-
count in the December quarter. 
Strong additions at Infosys and 
Wipro were offset by a sharp 
workforce reduction at Tata 
Consultancy Services (TCS), 
highlighting uneven hiring 
trends across the sector.

TCS reported a net fall 
of  11,151 employees in 
the December quarter 
sequentially. Tech Mahi-
ndra employees’ count 
fell by 3,098 in Q3 sequen-
tially and HCLTech’s head-
count fell marginally by 261 
during the quarter. Meanwhile, 
Infosys added 5,043 employees 
during the quarter and Wipro 
reported net additions of  6,529 
employees. 

Despite these differences, all 
five companies reported lower 
or stable attrition. Infosys re-
ported voluntary attrition of  
12.3% on a trailing 12-month 
basis, HCLTech reported 12.4%, 
TCS reported 13.5% in IT serv-
ices, and Wipro reported 14.2%, 
each down roughly 50–100 basis 
points compared to last year.

Restructuring 
Most IT companies are unfold-
ing their restructuring plans, 
which are described as a move 

from a scale-and-manpower 
model to an efficiency-and-au-
tomation model. 

Several firms highlighted 
restructuring-related actions 
and costs during FY26. TCS 
said its workforce review led to 
release of  1,800 employees dur-
ing the year so far and would 
continue into the next quarter.  
“We continue to hire, both from 
the lateral market and campus-
es. What we had announced as 
part of  restructuring, we con-
tinue to look for support people 
with deployment in the future 
roles. Wherever we are not 
finding success, we are releas-
ing,” TCS said during the Q3 
presser, adding that the exer-
cise would continue into the 

next quarter.
TCS incurred restruc-

turing costs of  `253 
crore in Q3, 77% low-
er than the `1,135 
crore recorded in the 
previous quarter. 

Wipro said it incurred 
restructuring charges of  

`263 crore during the quarter, 
and confirmed that the exercise 
is complete. HCLTech said its 
operating margin included an 
impact from restructuring 
costs linked to skill realign-
ment. Infosys said productivity 
gains from AI and automation 
are changing delivery models.

Fresher hiring
Meanwhile, fresher hiring has 
continued at scale. Infosys 
hired about 18,000 freshers so 
far in FY26 and expects about 
20,000 for the year. TCS plans to 
hire about 42,000 freshers, 
HCLTech has added over 10,000, 
and Wipro has hired over 5,000 
and plans to hire around 7,500 
in FY26.

IT cos hire freshers, attrition rate slows

As US, European countries 
head towards tariff war,  
India walks trade tightrope 

IMF raises India’s FY26 
GDP growth forecast to 7.3%

RBI asks HDFC to set aside ̀ 500 cr

IKEA to start delivering products from Jan 22 in Tamil Nadu

`

Complaint against Wipro 
over onboarding delay

E N S  E c o n o m i c  B u r e a u  @ Chennai

Pune-based IT and ITES union Nascent Infor-
mation Technology Employees Senate (NITES) 
said on Monday that it has filed a complaint to 
the Union labour ministry against leading IT 
services company Wipro over alleged delay in 
onboarding fresh graduates. 

The union has sought intervention from min-
ister Mansukh Mandaviya. NITES President Adv 
Harpreet Singh Saluja said, “Affected candidates 
are fresh graduates selected through campus and 
off  campus recruitment processes conducted by 
Wipro, including its Turbo and NextGen Talent 
hiring programmes. Letters of  Intent were is-
sued to these candidates around May 2025, con-
firming their selection and detailing role, com-
pensation structure and onboarding process.”

Wipro, in a recent quarterly result announce-
ment, had said it is planning to recruit fresh grad-
uates for specialised roles. He said, “Over a pe-
riod of  several months, these candidates 
repeatedly approached Wipro via official emails, 
calls and written representations seeking clarity 
regarding their onboarding status. In response, 
they either received no reply or were provided 
vague responses.” Over 250 candidates have ap-
proached NITES from multiple states, he added.

LOI were issued 
to candidates in 

May 2025, 
confirming  

their selection 
and detailing 

role, pay 
structure

Harpreet Singh 
Saluja , NITES Prez

Recruits 
remain in 
confusion

Wipro either 
received no 

reply or were 
provided vague 
responses when 

candidates 
approached 

them to know 
onboarding 

status

Benn     K o c h u v eed   a n  @ Mumbai

For the first time, silver futures 
crossed the `3 lakh/kg mark, 
while 24K gold traded close to 
`1.5 lakh/10 grams in the domes-
tic market, following a massive 
sprint in global prices.

The white metal shoot past 
$94.36/ounce (up 6.8%) and the 
yellow peer traded at $4,696/
ounce (up 2.3%) on the Chicago 
Mercantile Exchange at 1245 
hrs IST on Monday.  

The rally comes amid safe-
haven demand as US President 
Donald Trump has been getting 
shriller with his Greenland 
takeover rhetoric over the week-
end and slapped a 10% trade tar-
iff  on eight of  the largest EU 
nations. Analysts said upbeat 
industrial demand and the weak 
dollar are also lending further 
support to the white metal, 
which has been outperforming 
gold in recent sessions.

The ongoing rally follows a 
threefold sprint in silver prices 
in 2025 (white metal closed the 

year at $83.62/oz after begin-
ning the year at $20/ounce) and 
the yellow metal rallied 81% to 
$4,575/oz in the year. These gold 
rallies came after a 24% jump 
in 2024 and a 22% gain in 2023. 
Between January 1-19, silver 
gained 29% and gold rallied 
22% On the MCX, silver futures 
for March delivery skyrocketed 
by `16,044 or 5.58% to hit the 

record of  `3,03,806/kg.  In the 
international market, the March 
silver futures contract jumped 
by $5.81 or 6.56% to hit a record 
of  $94.35/ounce (28.35 grams).

On the other hand, the Febru-
ary futures of  the yellow metal 
are up `2,606 or 1.83% up at 
`145,123/10 grams on the MCX 
on Monday.

Precious metals have rallied 

sharply this year following the 
dramatic gains in 2025 as the US 
captured Venezuelean presi-
dent and then doubled down on 
threats to takeover Greenland.

Over the weekend, Trump 
has slapped 10% additional tar-
iffs on eight European nations 
-Germany, France, England, 
Denmark (under whose control 
is the icy island), Norway, Swe-
den, the Netherlands and Fin-
land. The tariffs would come 
into force on February 1 and 
could later rise to 25% from 
June 1, for opposing his plan to 
invade Greenland. The move 
supported safe-haven demand 
for precious metals.

As per Renisha Chainani, 
head of  gold trading at Aug-
mont, current price of  gold 
and silver climbed to fresh 
highs today with gold touching 
$4,698 (`1,45,500/10 grams) and 
s i l ve r  r e a c h i n g  $ 9 4 . 3 6 
(`3,01,300/kg), as investors 
rushed into safe-haven assets 
amid a sharp escalation in geo-
political tensions.

Silver crosses `3L/kg, gold near `1.5L mark

The rally was triggered after Trump threatened to impose additional 
tariffs on European countries over control of Greenland, raising fears 
of a wider Transatlantic trade disputes

Renisha Chainani, head of gold trading at Augmont

PNB net profit 
increases 13% to  
`5,100 cr despite 
4.5% fall in NII
E N S  e c o n o m i c  b u r e a u  @ Mumbai

Third-largest state-run lender 
Punjab National Bank on Mon-
day posted a 13.1% jump in 
standalone net profit at `5,100 
crore for the December quarter, 
despite a 4.5% fall in net inter-
est income.

On a sequential basis, the 
bank saw its bottomline swell-
ing by 4% from `4,904 crore in 
the September quarter and 
13.1% YoY from `4,508 crore. 
The numbers announced during 
the market hours saw the PNB 
counter getting hammered to 
the tune of  5.4%, pulling the 
share down from the 52-week 
high it reached earlier in the 
day. The shares came down to 
`125.25 at close from the 52-week 
high of  `135.15. The bank stock 
has rallied sharp 58% from its 
March 2025 lows, indicating that 
the stock is currently in an over-
stretched zone in the short term, 
according to a note from Anand 
Rathi Share and Stock Brokers.

Net interest margin or NIM 
came in at 2.60%, down 49 bps 
from 3.09% in the same period 
last year. The bank reported an 
interest income of  ̀ 32,231 crore, 
up 2.8% from `31,340 crore in 
the same quarter previous fi-
nancial year and interest ex-
pended rose 7% to `21,698 crore 
from `20,308 crore.

Gross non-performing assets 
came down to 3.19% from 4.09% 
and the net non-performing as-
set improved to 0.32% from 
0.41%. Provisions surged dur-
ing the quarter but provision 
coverage ratio was high at 96.99, 
up 22 bps and the slippage ratio 
was at 0.67, up 2 bps.

E N S  e c o n o m i c  b u r e a u  @ New Delhi

The IMF on Monday raised In-
dia’s growth projection by 0.7 
percentage point to 7.3%for fis-
cal 2025-26, from its October 
forecast, due to India’s better-
than-expected performance of  
the economy. 

Additionally, India’s Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) growth 
forecast has also been revised to 
6.4% for fiscal year 2026-27, be-
ginning April 1, 2026, from its 
earlier estimate of  6.2%.

“In India, growth is revised 
upward by 0.7 percentage point 
to 7.3% for 2025, reflecting the 
better-than expected outturn in 
the third quarter of  the

year and strong momentum 
in the fourth quarter. Growth is 
projected to moderate to 6.4% in 
2026 and 2027 as cyclical and 
temporary factors wane,” the 
IMF said in an update to its 
World Economic Outlook report 
released on  Monday. India’s 
growth projections are 6.3% for 
2026 and 6.5% for 2027.

‘India to be upper middle-
income country by 2030’
New Delhi: India can transition to 
upper middle-income country by 
2030 if nominal GDP grows at 
11.5% in dollar terms from now on, 
says a SBI Research report. As per 
its projections, India’s per capita 
gross national income (GNI) will 
grow to $4,276, which is closer to 
the current lower threshold of 
$4,496 for qualifying as higher 
medium income country if nominal 
GDP grows at 8.3%, which is the 
average growth in the past 23 
years. As per World Bank definition, 
a country with per capita GNI of 
$4,496-$13,935 is categorised as a 
high middle-income country. ENS

E x p r ess    r e a d

Company Q3 FY25 Q3 FY26 YoY change Net change*

TCS 607,354 582,163 -25,191 -25,816

Infosys 323,379 337,034 13,655 13,456

HCLTech 220,755 226,379 5,624 2,595

Wipro 232,732 242,021 9,289 8,675

Tech Mahindra 80,865 76,194 -4,671 477

Total (Top 5) 1,465,085 1,463,791 -1,294 -613

The bigger picture
Headcount trends across India’s top IT services companies

*9M FY26

IKEA shopping centres 
IKEA India is also building  
two large shopping centres  
in Noida and Gurugram, investing  
nearly $400-500 crore in each  
of these centres. IKEA has global 
business operation hub in the 
country to provides services 
financial services, HR sectors, 
among others.
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 D Gukesh played a solid draw over Arjun Erigaisi in the third round of the 
Tata Steel Masters on Monday. Erigaisi, who has a good record against the 
Indian world champion, tried to push with the white pieces but he received 
next to no openings and they signed after 33 moves. In one of the day’s big 
upsets, Matthias Bluebaum beat compatriot Vincent Keymer. 

Gukesh plays out 
draw with Arjun 

Centurion Djokovic, 
Swiatek & Gauff advance
A G E N C I E S  @ Melbourne

NOVAK Djokovic began his lat-
est bid for a record 25th Grand 
Slam crown with an emphatic 
straight-sets victory Monday as 
fellow Australian Open title 
contenders Iga Swiatek and 
Coco Gauff  also won but with 
less sparkle. Three-time finalist 
Daniil Medvedev stayed alive, 
as did 40-year-old Stan Wawrin-
ka, who rolled back the clock to 
reach the second round in his 
tournament farewell.

Serbian great Djokovic, 38, 
tamed Spain’s 71st-ranked 
Pedro Martinez 6-3, 6-2, 6-2 on 
Rod Laver Arena, a court where 
he has won a record 10 Austral-
ian Open crowns.

The world number four owns 
24 major titles, equal for the 
most ever with Australia’s Mar-
garet Court, but a 25th has re-
mained agonisingly out of  
reach. His last came at the 2023 
US Open with Jannik Sinner 
and Carlos Alcaraz sharing all 
eight since then.

“What can I say? I like the 
sound of  it. Centurion is pretty 
nice,” he said after his 100th 
victory at the Australian Open. 

The 2014 champion Wawrinka 
lived to fight another day with 
a gutsy four-set victory. The 
three-time major winner is 
playing his last season before 
retiring and gave his all to 
down Serbia’s Laslo Djere 5-7, 
6-3, 6-4, 7-6 (7/4) in front of  a 
crowd willing him to victory.

“The passion is still intact. 
But I’m not young any more, so 
I need to be careful also,” said 
the Swiss warhorse. Medvedev 
warmed up for Melbourne with 
victory in Brisbane and ground 
to a 7-5, 6-2, 7-6 (7/2) opening 
round win over Dutchman Jes-
per de Jong. 
Tuesday’s matches (select): L Musetti vs R 
Collignon, D Sweeny vs G Monfils, H Gaston vs 
J Sinner

Gautami and Sayali shine bright as 
Bengaluru secure WPL play-off spot
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 

RIDING on Gautami Naik ‘ss 
half-century and some clinical 
bowling performance, Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru became 
the first team to secure a play-
off  spot after beating Gujarat 
Giants by 61 runs in Vadodara 
on Monday.

Set a target of  179, GG did not 
get off  to a good start. Sayali 
Satghare struck early remov-
ing both Sophie Devine and 
Beth Mooney. Kanika Ahuja too 
fell early as GG were reduced to 
5/3. Anushka Sharma tried to 
play a rescue act and failedand 
so did Kashvee Gautam and 
Georgia Wareham.

Ashleigh Gardner (54) put up 
a lone fight as she tried to take 
the chase as deep as possible. 
However, the targer was too 
steep for the Australian who 

fell to Satghare in the 17th over. 
That was the final nail in the 

coffin for the Giants. 
Earlier, table-toppers RCB 

too lost two early wicekts in 
Grace Harris and Georgia Voll.  
Skipper Smriti Mandhana (26 
off  23 balls) and Naik then 
joined hands to revive their in-
nings. They added 60 runs for 
the third wicket before Mand-
hana fell to her nemesis Gard-
ner. Naik (73 off  55 balls, 7x4s, 
1x6), however, kept the innings  
going with Richa Ghosh (27 off  
20 balls). They added 69 runs 
for the fourth wicket before 
Radha Yadav (17 off  8 balls)  
gave them the final push, tak-
ing the total to 178/6. 

This win helped RCB become 
the first team to qualify for the 
play-offs. 
Brief scores:  Royal Challengers Bengaluru: 
178/6 in 20 ovs (Gautami Naik 73; Kashvee 
Gautam 2/38) bt Gujarat Giants 117/8 in 20 ovs 
(Ashleiigh Gardner 54; Sayali Satghare 3/18).

Min asks SAI to take corrective measures
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E

A DAY when this newspaper 
highlighted how Sports Author-
ity on India, the agency that 
should be maintaining the IG 
Stadium, too should be responsi-
ble for the mess in during the 
India Open badminton competi-
tion, the sports minister called 
for a meeting of  Sports Author-
ity of  India of ficials on 
Monday. 

It is understood that sports 
ministry Mansukh Mandaviya 
had taken cognisance of  the 
matter and has asked SAI, that 
is responsible for the upkeep 
and maintenance of  the stadi-
um, to come with a detail plan to 
plug such issues in the future. 
These measures are all the more 
important because India will be 
hosting the Commonwealth 
Games in 2030 and is bidding for 
the Olympics in 2036. The India 

Open was marred by controver-
sy when players complained of  
unhygienic conditions inside 
the IG Stadium main hall. Play 
was stopped multiple times be-
cause of  bird-droppings. The 
ministry has directed the ad-
ministrators to fix the problems 
in the stadiums and come up 
with some reasonable Standard 
Operating Procedure (SOP) to 
stop such incidents in the 
future.

All eyes shift to shortest 
format before WC begins
Back-up options and potential injury replacements will be the focus 

G O M E S H  S  @ Chennai

THE wounds of  India’s first-ever 
ODI series loss at home to New 
Zealand may still be raw but less 
than 24 hours later, head coach 
Gautam Gambhir was in Nag-
pur with the T20I team for a 
matchday minus two training 
session. The T20I stars had al-
ready assembled in the Orange 
city for the five-match series 
against the same opponents 
while some of  the players and 
the support staff  joined them on 
Monday.

There is no time to reflect or 
introspect with respect to the 
ODI series. Indian cricket have 
to move on to bigger things, at 
least for the time being. These 
five T20Is against New Zealand, 
beginning on Wednesday, are all 
they have to find some form, fig-
ure out combinations and gain 
some momentum before the 
World Cup begins on February 
7. While there are a number of  
things to worry about for cap-
tain Suryakumar Yadav, the top 
of  the list would be the fitness of  
Tilak Varma and Washington 
Sundar. Varma, who experi-
enced abdominal pain during 
Vijay Hazare Trophy and under-
went surgery, is still recovering 
and has been ruled out of  the 
first three T20Is. Though he is 
still named in the last two match-
es and the T20 World Cup, the 
selectors went on to add Shreyas 
Iyer to the T20I series squad in 
the middle of  the ODIs as a pre-
cautionary measure. Varma has 
been the pillar of  India’s T20I 

batting in 2025 with Surya strug-
gling for form. So much so that 
out-of-form Surya moved to No 
4, pushing Varma to No 3. 

The left-hander’s injury and 
the void it has left meant the se-
lectors and team management 
have taken the cautious ap-
proach by bringing in Shreyas. 
The Mumbaikar is still not a 
part of  the WC squad but he will 
want to leave a mark just in case 
Verma’s doesnt recover in time.

Similarly, Washington, anoth-
er player heavily backed by this 
team management, suffered A 
Discomfort in his lower rib area 
while bowling during the first 
ODI against New Zealand. He 
has been out of  action since and 
already ruled out of  the T20Is 
against Kiwis. With his recovery 
taking longer than expected, 
Ravi Bishnoi was also added to 
the squad.  Though Bishnoi is a 
wrist spinner and not an offie 

like Washington, the spinner 
from Rajasthan relies more on 
his googlies than other varia-
tions. He too will be keen to 
make an impact should he get a 
chance, especially with Kuldeep 
Yadav going through a down-
turn. In T20Is, however, Varun 
Chakravarthy is India’s leading 
spinner and Axar Patel is a 
starter. So it will become a toss 
up between Bishnoi and Kul-
deep and India may test the 
former early on in the series. 
Then there is Rinku Singh who 
needs some game time.

The tricky thing is that India 
will want to get back to winning 
ways as soon as possible. At the 
same time, there are a few play-
ers, and roles, they have to fig-
ure out as back-up options be-
fore the marquee event begins. 
To put it precisely, Gambhir and 
Surya will have to hit the ground 
running.

India head coach Gautam Gambhir with captain Suryakumar Yadav in Nagpur |  PTI

Novak Djokovic celebrates after winning  
in Melbourne on Monday |  AFP

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Pramod, Sukant win two 
gold each in Egypt
NEW DELHI: India’s Pramod Bhagat 
and Sukant Kadam clinched a gold 
medal each in the singles events of 
their respective categories and then 
combined together to stand on top 
of podium in doubles at the SPIRO 
SPATHIS Egypt Para Badminton 
International 2026 in Cairo. During 
the SL3 men’s singles final, Bhagat 
beat Umesh Vikram Kumar in a 
thrilling (19-21, 21-15, 21-13) contest. 

Manini, Aishwary top 
50m rifle prone trials
NEW DELHI: World Championship 
silver medallist Aishwary Pratap 
Singh Tomar and Manini Kaushik 
finished on top of the men’s and 
women’s 50m rifle 3P fields 
respectively on the first day of 
the Rifle/Pistol National 
Selection Trials 1&2 (Group A) on 
Monday. Manini topped the 
women’s 50m rifle prone T1 with 
a total of 625.0.

SA20: Sunrisers secure Qualifier 1 berth, MICT out
GQEBERHA: Sunrisers Eastern Cape delivered a commanding 
performance that not only secured the two-time champions’ place at 
the top of the SA20 table but also dashed MI Cape Town’s playoffs 
aspirations, edging them out by seven wickets in a thrilling contest.

RCB’s Gautami Naik celebrates her fifty 
agaisnt GG on Monday |  BCCI

Delhi take early 
control in PWL
E N S / A G E N C I E S

IN another gripping round of  
wrestling at the Pro Wrestling 
League, Delhi Dangal Warriors 
produced a strong opening-half  
performance to move into a 
commanding position with 4-1 
lead against UP Dominators at 
Noida on Monday. With both 
teams coming into the contest 
with one win each, the match 
held significance, as the win-
ner would move to four points 
in the standings.

Delhi set the tone early in 
86kg men’s bout as Vafaeipour 
Hadi Bakhtiar used effective 
par terre wrestling to defeat 
Mykhailov Vasyl 7–4. Bakhtiar 
built a crucial first-period cush-
ion through a takedown and ex-
posure points before holding 
off  a late comeback attempt 
from Vasyl in the second peri-
od. Team Score after five bouts: UP Domi-
nators 1 – 4 Delhi Dangal Warriors

A F C O N

Senegal win chaotic, controversy-filled final versus Morocco 
A G E N C I E S  @ Rabat

SENEGAL won the Africa Cup 
of  Nations as Pape Gueye’s ex-
tra-time winner sunk hosts 
Morocco 1-0 after a chaotic fi-
nal that saw the eventual cham-
pions storm off  the pitch late 
in the game.

Brahim Diaz could have won 
the trophy for Morocco with a 
controversial spot-kick in the 
24th minute of  added time at 
the end of  normal time as ugly 
scenes broke out in the 
stands.

But Senegal goalkeeper Ed-
ouard Mendy easily saved the 
weak attempted ‘Panenka’ chip 
by the Real Madrid winger, 
who was clearly distracted by 

the long delay that followed the 
penalty award. The game at the 
Prince Moulay Abdellah Sta-
dium then went to extra time, 
and Gueye’s brilliant 94th-
minute strike handed them the 
title. “We had a feeling of  injus-
tice. Just before the penalty we 
thought we should have had a 
goal and the referee didn’t go to 
VAR,” said match-winner Gu-
eye, who added that Sadio 
Mane had urged the team to 
come back onto the pitch for 
the penalty. “Sadio told us to 
come back on and we remobi-
lised. Edouard then made the 
save, we stayed focused, got the 
goal and won the game.”

The controversial penalty 
was awarded by Congolese ref-

eree Jean-Jacques Ndala right 
at the end of  the allotted eight 
added minutes in normal time 
following a VAR check for a 

challenge on Diaz by El Hadji 
Malick Diouf.

The Moroccan team vehe-
mently protested to the referee, 
but the decision to eventually 

give the spot-kick was met with 
fury by Senegal and their fans. 
As most of  their players walked 
off  the pitch, some Senegal 
supporters at the opposite end 
of  the stadium threw chairs 
and other objects and attempt-
ed to get onto the field. They 
were eventually contained, and 
their anger turned to delight 
when the penalty was saved. 
The Senegal team had initially 
been riled by the referee’s deci-
sion to disallow for a foul a goal 
scored by Ismaila Sarr in the 
second added minute. Diaz’s 
penalty miss clearly galvanised 
Senegal, however, and they 
scored in the fourth minute of  
extra time to stun the crowd of  
66,526.

Senegal and Morocco players clash 
during the final on Sunday |  AFP

CL returns with blockbuster ties
The return of the group stages of the Champions 
League promises thrills and spills as teams try 
to secure automatic qualification to the last 16. 
A look at a few matches to sate the appetite... 

REAL VS MONACO 
Real Madrid had begun the season 

with three straight wins but are now 
walking the tightrope with two losses 
in the last three match days. Internal 

disputes has also led to the sacking 
of coach Xabi Alonso with the crowd 

booing the players. Monaco have had 
mixed fortunes but they will know 

this is an opportunity for them 
to do something special. 

TUESDAY’S MATCHES 
Kairat vs Club Brugge (9.00 

PM), Bodo/Glimt vs Man City (11.15 
PM), Villarreal vs Ajax, Tottenham 

vs Dortmund, Olympiacos vs 
Leverkusen, Sporting vs PSG, Inter 

vs Arsenal, Real vs Monaco, 
Copenhagen vs Napoli (all matches 

at 1.30 AM on Wednesday). 

INTER VS ARSENAL 
The Italians need a positive result at 
home to solidify their last 16 berth but 
they face a side who have conceded 
just once in six matches and none 
away from home. These two sides met 
last year as well (it finished 1-0 to the 
Italians). Both sides top their 
respective domestic leagues and this 
has the makings of an intriguing tussle 
but this may not be a goal fest. 

Both teams have combined to 
concede only five goals in 
Europe in six matches5

Live on 
Sony Sports 

Network

Infantino criticizes 
“unacceptable” conduct

FIFA chief Gianni Infantino 
criticised the move by Senegal 
coach Pape Thiaw to call his 
players off the field.  “The ugly 
scenes witnessed (Sunday) must 
be condemned and never 
repeated,” the FIFA leader said on 
social media. “I expect that the 
relevant disciplinary bodies at CAF 
(the Confederation of African 
Football) will take the appropriate 
measures,” he further wrote. 

GEARING UP FOR THE 

BIG SHOW
The beginning of the T20 bilateral series between West Indies and Afghanistan signals the 
start of a furious two-week period where most of the World Cup-bound teams are in action as 
they finish their preparation. A look at all the series between now and the start of the bash... 

WEST INDIES VS AFGHANISTAN 
The Asians are locked in, they 
sense this is another opportunity 
to flex their muscles in a format 
tailor made in conditions they 
have a lot of experience in. Rashid 
Khan is back from SA20 duties to 
captain the side. West Indies have 
recalled Shimron Hetmyer for this 
series but they are still finalising 
their squad for the trip to India. 
Keep an eye out for Quentin 
Sampson, a batter who strikes at 
over 150. Shai Hope is missing but 
he will be back for the World Cup.  
WHEN: January 19 - Jan 22
MATCHES: 3 
WHERE: Dubai

SRI LANKA VS ENGLAND 
After a chastening Ashes 
experience where the team’s 
culture was called into question 
on more than one occasion, the 
England players have a point to 
prove. Under the beleaguered 
Harry Brook, the scanner will be 
on them. After a few fallow 
years, Sri Lanka have assembled 
a batting unit capable of 
putting up some scary scores 

apart from 
possessing a 

complete spin-
bowling unit. 
Do not sleep 
on this team. 

WHEN: Jan 
30- February 3 

MATCHES: 3 
WHERE: 
Pallekele 

IRELAND VS ITALY 
Debutants Italy, who have 
dropped a couple of their big 
performers from the World Cup, 
will be hopeful of some much-
needed game-time 
against a side that’s 
played in a handful of 
ICC tournaments. For 
Ireland, who have 
received assurances 
from the ICC that 
they will remain in 
Group B, this is a 
final chance to fine 
tune their game. 
With games 
against Oman 
and Zimbabwe 
awaiting them, 
they could well 
be an upset 
away from 
qualifying for the 
next stages of 
the event. 

WHEN: 
Jan 23-26 
MATCHES: 3 
WHERE: Dubai  

INDIA VS NEW ZEALAND 
After the appetiser for the hosts, here 
comes the main course within the context 
of the challenge next month. India will 
welcome back Jasprit Bumrah among a 
host of match-winners but they are also 
depleted thanks to a few injuries. 
Suryakumar Yadav’s form will be one 
of the main subplots. The Black Caps 
also welcome back a raft of 
players, including a 
bowling line-up that 
could surprise a few 
people at the World 
Cup. 

WHEN: Jan 21-Jan 31 
MATCHES: 5 
WHERE: India

SOUTH AFRICA VS WEST INDIES 
South Africa’s only home bilateral 
series of the summer is a bizarre 
one as they would want to much 
play in Asia where conditions are 

somewhat similar. But having 
just played in India and having 

just finished the SA20, this 
gives them a final chance to 
streamline their XI. For 
West Indies, who play the 
most of number of games 
between now and the 
start, this is another 
chance to lock in role 

clarity, something that 
has been lacking in their 
last few campaigns. 

WHEN: 
Jan 27-Jan 31

MATCHES: 3 
WHERE: 

South Africa 

PAKISTAN VS AUSTRALIA 
Pakistan’s batting still remains 
a work in progress and this 
series will be about addressing 
those short-coming, especially 
in the six-hitting department. 
For Australia, who will be 
without a few of the pacers 
including Pat Cummins for at 
least the start of the World Cup, 
it’s all about adjusting to the 
shortest format after five Tests. 

A lot will rest on the 
likes of Cooper 

Connolly and 
Adam Zampa in 
the spin bowling 
department. 

WHEN: Jan 
29-February 1

MATCHES: 3 
WHERE: Lahore



Over 8.8 million Indians, aged 60 and above, are living with dementia, with 
Alzheimer’s accounting for the majority of cases, according to experts. This number is 
projected to nearly double over the next decade, highlighting the growing need for 
early and accurate diagnostic tools that support timely intervention and care planning

TYPES OF WARTS

Genital warts appear as soft growths in 
the genital or anal areas and are often 
painless leading to delay in seeking 
medical attention and treatment

Genital warts are a sexually transmitted 
infection caused mainly by HPV types 6 
and 11

GENITAL WARTS 

MYTH:  Warts have roots
FACT: Wart is a viral infection caused by human 
papillomavirus. It does not have roots

MYTH: It isn’t contagious
FACT: Warts are contagious and it can spread 
from one person to another and also to other 
parts of the body in the same person

MYTH: Warts will go away on their own
FACT: Not always. Most of the time, 
warts require treatment. Some 
need treatment if the skin 
growth is spreading, or for 
cosmetic reasons 

MYTH: Home remedies are 
always effective
FACT: Home remedies 
need not be always 
effective as 
these methods lack 
strong scientific 
proof, and 
effectiveness 
varies. 
Consulting a 
doctor is the 
best option
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A N N A  J O S E  @ Kochi

ARTS are one of  the most com-
mon skin problems seen across 
all age groups, especially in 
children and young adults. 
They are usually harmless, 
painless, and non-cancerous 
skin growths, which is why 
many people choose to ignore 

them. However, medical experts warn warts 
are caused by a viral infection, they are con-
tagious, and can spread to other parts of  the 

body or to other people if  left 
untreated.

Warts are caused by the 
human papillomavirus 
(HPV), a common infection 
spread through skin-to-skin 
contact. While most HPV 
strains cause benign skin 
growths, some types are as-
sociated with genital infec-
tions and, in rare cases, 
cancer. Early identifica-
tion and treatment can 
help prevent its spread and 

complications.
HPV penetrates the skin 

through tiny cuts or abrasions. Once inside, 
it infects the top layer of  the skin and causes 
excessive cell growth, leading to the forma-
tion of  a wart. “Different HPV types cause 
different kinds of  warts. Common skin warts 
are usually caused by HPV types 1, 2, 3, 4, 27, 
and 57. Plantar warts, which appear on the 
soles of  the feet, are most often linked to HPV 
types 1 and 2,” said Dr Vinitha Varghese Pan-
icker, professor and HOD of  dermatology at 
Amrita Hospital, Kochi.

Medical experts point out that many people 
ignore the early signs of  warts, mistaking 
them for calluses or minor skin changes. 
“Warts in early stages often appear as small, 
rough bumps that interrupt normal skin 
lines. Tiny black dots may be seen on the sur-
face, which are actually clotted blood vessels. 
However, warts are contagious and spread 
mainly through direct skin-to-skin contact. 
The virus can also spread through indirect 
contact with contaminated objects such as 
towels, razors, soaps, footwear, and surfaces 
in communal showers or swimming pools,” 
said Dr Anuradha Kakkanatt, senior consult-
ant in dermatology and venereology at Aster 
Medcity, Kochi.

The infection can also spread from one part 
of  the body to another in a person. “Touching 

              Common
skin problem 

that is mostly ignored

W

WARTS

POTENTIAL
TO CAUSE CANCER

TREATMENT 
OPTIONS

THE TREATMENT DEPENDS ON THE TYPE, 
LOCATION, THE NUMBER OF WARTS AND THE 

PATIENT’S IMMUNE STATUS

SALICYLIC ACID

CRYOTHERAPY WITH 
LIQUID NITROGEN

INTRALESIONAL 
IMMUNOTHERAPY

LASER THERAPY

ELECTROSURGERY

For non-genital skin warts, the first-line of 
treatment usually includes topical salicylic 
acid preparations. Salicylic acid helps peel 
away the infected skin gradually

Involves freezing the wart and is usually 
repeated every two to three weeks

Injecting antigens and vaccines

Precise and less painful procedure which 
uses light to destroy wart tissue and its 
blood supply

Uses high-frequency electrical currents to 
burn and destroy wart tissues

MYTH
B U S T E R S

Medical evaluation is essential 
for genital warts. Patients are 
advised to undergo screening 
for other sexually transmitted 

diseases, as there are high 
chances of other related 
infections. Women with 

genital HPV infection are 
advised to have regular 

cervical screening, as certain 
HPV strains are associated 

with cervical cancer
Dr Faizal M M, consultant dermatologist

According to a study published in August 
2023, a small number of HPV subtypes 
have the potential to cause cancer

These include HPV strains 6, 11, 16, 18, 31, 
and 35. Malignant transformation is more 
likely in individuals 
with genital warts or 
those with 
weakened immune 
systems

Certain other HPV 
strains, such as 5, 
8, 20, and 47, have 
shown cancer-
causing potential 
in people with a 
rare genetic 
condition called 
epidermodysplasia 
verruciformis

U N N I K R I S H N A N  S  @ T’Puram

P
HARMACY shelves and online mar-
ketplaces these days are crowded with 
products that promise to “boost” your 
immunity. From powders and cap-
sules to herbal mixes, these socalled 

immunity boosters claim to 
strengthen the body’s defence 
against illness. The idea is ap-
pealing, but the science behind 
it is far less convincing.

The immune system is a complex net-
work that must remain in balance. Over-
stimulating it can lead to unintended conse-
quences such as chronic inflammation or 
even autoimmune diseases, where the body 
begins attacking its own tissues. As Dr Pad-
manabha Shenoy, rheumatologist and medi-
cal director at CARE, Kochi, points out, 
“99% of  the claims that an ‘immunity boost-
er’ available in the market makes are hol-
low. There is no panacea for boosting 
immunity.”

One of  the few nutrients studied for its 
role in immune support is vitamin D. Some 
research suggests it can help regulate im-
mune responses. But the problem lies in 
how people consume it. Many selfprescribe 
vitamin D supplements and purchase them 
over the counter without medical guidance. 
“The problem is that when you have an 
overdose of  Vitamin D, it gets deposited in 
the body. At the maximum, a dose in a 
month will not cause much harm. Frequent 

or highdose intake, however, can lead to tox-
icity,” Dr Shenoy warns.

Instead of  chasing quick fixes, experts 
recommend focusing on lifestyle choices 
that support optimal immune function. A 
balanced diet rich in fruits, vegetables, and 
whole grains, regular physical activity, ad-
equate sleep, stress management, and avoid-
ing harmful habits like smoking are proven 
ways to keep immunity resilient. These 
measures don’t “boost” immunity in the ex-
aggerated sense, but help maintain its natu-
ral balance.

People should keep in mind that the im-
mune system cannot be manipulated over-
night with a pill or tonic. “Immunity is com-
plex, and overstimulation can be harmful. 
What we need is to support its optimal 
function, not try to boost it indiscrimi-
nately,” Dr Shenoy emphasises.

In short, immunity boosters are more 
about marketing than medicine. 

Respecting the complexity of  the im-
mune system and nurturing it through evi-
dencebased practices is the safest path 
forward.

Don’t fall for ‘immunity booster’ products, 
focus on lifestyle changes to stay healthy

PLAINER

First heart bypass surgery 
done without opening chest

F
OR the first time ever in a human, doc-
tors have performed coronary artery 
bypass grafting without having to cut 
through the patient’s chest, similar to 
how many aortic valve replacement 

procedures are now done. The CABG proce-
dure re-routes blood around a blockage in 
an artery carrying blood to the heart. In 
this case, the surgical tools were inserted 
and threaded through a blood vessel in the 
patient’s leg, according to a report pub-
lished in Circulation: Cardiovascular 
Interventions. 

The results suggest that, in the future, a 
less traumatic alternative to open-heart sur-
gery could become widely available for those 
at risk of  coronary artery obstruction, re-
searchers said. “Achieving this required 
some out-of-the-box thinking but I believe we 
developed a highly practical solution,” said 
team leader Dr Christopher Bruce of  the US 
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute 
and Emory School of  Medicine.

The procedure is called ventriculo-coro-
nary transcatheter outward navigation and 
re-entry, or VECTOR. The patient in this first 
case was not a candidate for traditional open-
chest CABG because of  heart failure and old, 
poorly functioning artificial heart valves.

Six months after the procedure, the patient 
showed no signs of  coronary artery obstruc-
tion, meaning the VECTOR approach was  a 
success. Further testing in more patients is 
necessary before VECTOR is used more 
widely, but its successful debut is a major 
step in that direction. “It was incredibly 
gratifying to see this project worked through, 
from concept to animal work to clinical 
translation,” Bruce said.  Agencies

N E W S  C A P S U L E

or scratching a wart and then touching anoth-
er area of  skin can transfer the virus. Shaving 
over a wart or picking at it can also cause the 
virus to spread to nearby skin. Warts are com-
monly seen on the scalp and beard in men, of-
ten due to the use of  shared or unclean razors 
in salons and barber shops. Moisture, skin 
maceration, and minor injuries increase the 
risk of  infection,” said Dr Vinitha.

Dr Anuradha added that people often tend 
to neglect the condition or depend on home 
remedies. “Warts are a social menace. It 
should be treated, and the spread should be 
prevented. Otherwise it will multiply and oc-
cur in others too,” she emphasised.

Doctors added that many warts remain be-
nign and may disappear on their own within 
months or a few years. However, untreated 
warts can also grow, multiply, and become 
painful. “In some cases, warts can cause 
physical issues like pain, difficulty in walk-
ing and using hands, infections from scratch-
ing, and psychological impact – distress due 
to visible warts. In immunocompromised in-
dividuals and in cases involving certain high-
risk HPV types, there is a small but impor-
tant risk of  extensive disease and malignant 
transformation, particularly in the anogeni-
tal region,” added Dr Vinitha.

The treatment depends on the type, loca-
tion, the number of  warts and the patient’s 
immune status. For non-genital skin warts, 
first-line treatment usually includes topical 
salicylic acid preparations. Salicylic acid, 
available in concentrations ranging from 
17% to 40%, helps peel away infected skin 
gradually. “When used regularly with proper 
soaking it has shown good cure rates, and is 
widely available over the counter. Treatment 
may take several weeks,” Dr Vinitha said.

“Cryotherapy with liquid nitrogen is anoth-
er commonly used option. This clinic-based 
procedure involves freezing the wart and is 
usually repeated every two to three weeks. 
Cure rates for common warts range from 50% 
to 70% after multiple sessions,” said Dr Faizal 
M M, consultant dermatologist in Kochi.

Dr Anuradha stressed that warts should 
not be ignored simply because they are pain-
less. “Avoiding direct contact with warts, not 
sharing personal items, maintaining good 
hygiene, and seeking early treatment can 
help prevent its spread.”

WARTSWARTS

COMMON WARTS 
Hands and fingers, 

usually painless

FLAT WARTS 
Flat-topped, appear 
as clusters of small, 

smooth, bumps. 
Usually seen on the 

face and legs. 
Commonly seen in 
kids and teenagers

PLANTAR WARTS 
Seen on the foot sole, 
often painful and can 

cause discomfort 
while walking

GENITAL WARTS 
Soft bumps in genital 
and anal areas

STRENGTHEN 
YOUR IMMUNITY

Sleep: Aim for 7-9 hours to let your 
immune system rest and repair

Stress management: Chronic 
stress weakens immunity; try 
meditation, yoga, or hobbies 
to cope up

Exercise: Moderate daily 
activity improves circulation 

and immune cell function

Hydration: Drink plenty of water to help 
flush out toxins

Hygiene: Wash hands frequently to 
prevent germ entry

LIFESTYLE HABITS

DIET & NUTRITION
Whole foods: Eat plenty of fruits, 

vegetables, whole grains, and 
lean proteins

Limit processed foods: 
Reduce sugar and unhealthy 
fats

Support gut health: Include 
probiotics like curd

STUB IT OUT: Stop smoking as it 
significantly harms your immune system
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Special thali to bring Indian flavours on plate 
As the countdown to the 77th Republic Day begins, Khandani Rajdhani 
pays heartfelt tribute to India’s tricolour from January 22 to 26. Dubbed 
Desh Ki Thali, the event reimagines the thali into a colourful expression 
of unity, culture and pride with a thoughtfully curated Tiranga menu, 
featuring tri-coloured delights, including dhokla, fruit lassi, pulao, 
khandavi and more. The Republic Day immersive celebration will be 
available across all outlets of Khandani in the city. 

A N J A L I  R A M

R
OCK music isn’t alien to 
Bengaluru. In fact, the ca-
maraderie between the 
genre and the city’s vibe 
has a story of  its own  – 

built across many college gigs, 
underground venues and audi-
ences that grew alongside the 
sound. Hence for rock band 
Motherjane, returning to the 
city felt like homecoming.

Hailing from Kerala, Mother-
jane’s journey has been one of  
steady evolution, ever since 
1996, amidst many sudden 
breaks, frontman Suraj Mani 
recalls. “We were a college cov-
er band that turned original in 
2000. The shift towards original 
music quickly shaped the 
band’s identity. In 2002, we re-
leased our first album Insane 
Biography.” Mani adds that Rex 
Vijayan (music composer) later 
left to join Avial, while Deepu 
Sashidharan joined the band in 
2005, leading to their second al-
bum, Maktub, released in 2008. 

On returning to Bengaluru, 
Mani  comments  on the 
city’s enduring appeal towards 
rock music. 

“One of  the best things about 
Bengaluru has always been the 
people. It has one of  the most 
cosmopolitan cultures in 
India, attracting the best audi-
ences – working professionals, 
artistes, expats. 

At the BLR Hubba, the band 
revisited older material while 

also introducing their new al-
bum. They played classics from 
albums – Insane Biography and 
Maktub and presented some 
new exciting music from their 
upcoming album Dobareh.

According to him, Dobareh, 

meaning second chances, un-
derpins the band’s current 
phase. “One of  the underex-
plored concepts in life is our 
fundamental purpose – to know 
the self. Most of  us play roles 
that leave us dissatisfied. 
We yearn for second chances,” 
he adds.

Throughout their journey, 
the band’s mixed genre with 
progressive rock sound – in-
fused with Indian classical ele-
ments has never been a calcu-
lated fusion. “As any artiste or 
band allows themselves to be 
what they really are at heart, 
their sound and message start 
to  sound truly genuine 
and honest,” Mani shares. 

Despite changing line-ups 
over the years, the core of  
Motherjane’s music remains, 
which he describes as a ‘sur-
prising mix of  elements that 
are both meditative and mosh. 
It could be that emotional and 
philosophical charge that at-
tracts Janiacs to it.’

With decades of  music be-
hind them, one rule continues 
to guide the band. “The song is 
the hero, and all of  us collabo-
rate to serve that unstated 
rule,” Mani concludes.
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M A H I M A  N A G A R A J U 

W
HEN one thinks of  
films with stories deep-
ly rooted in the city 
they are set in, perhaps 
what immediately 

comes to mind is the quintes-
sential Mumbai story full of  
dreams of  stardom and a better 
life, a Kolkata film steeped in 
its history and arts, or maybe a 
Delhi movie where old and new, 
power and those without it, 
meet and clash. But what makes 
a ‘Bengaluru Film’, and where 
are the movies in which the 

city is not just a setting but a 
character in itself ? 

“We’ve seen what a Bombay 
film is, what a Kolkata film is, 
or even what a Kochi film is. We 
don’t associate Bengaluru that 
way, maybe because there 
haven’t been that many films 
that mainstream put Bengalu-
ru into a character which have 
gone mainstream. I don’t know 
if  Bangalore resists being a 
character, rather it is our per-
ception,” says Vinayak Bhat, 
founder of  Bangalore Film 
Forum, which is set to host 
Bangalore - Cinema - City, from 

January 22 to 25, a festival seek-
ing to highlight the films that 
put the spotlight on Bengalu-

ru’s identity as a city. 
It started when co-curator 

Ashish Rajadhyaksha came 
across an article about ‘lost ur-
ban films’ by film scholar Mad-
hava Prasad. “In the early ’70s 
Kannada cinema, when people 
started making independent 
films, a lot of  them were set out-
side the city. But in the late ’70s, 
you start seeing films that were 
set in Bengaluru. We initially 
wanted to show those films, but 
as we explored them, we decid-
ed to open it up,” he says.

The festival showcases a mix 
of  mainstream and less-known 
films from the late ’60s on-
wards, painting a picture of  
Bengaluru through its social 
movements, stories of  crime 
and gangsters, the IT wave 

and more. “Those late ’70s films 
give us one kind of  story, but as 
you start exploring, you start 
finding more perspectives 
about the city. For example, Ac-
cident (1984, starring Shankar 
Nag) looks at politics and cor-
ruption, Nishkarsha (1993), 
which is a cop thriller, and then 
Aa Dinagalu (2007), which 

looks at the underworld of  Ben-
galuru in the ’80s. These were 
the things we heard from our 
parents when growing up. But 
seeing that on screen makes the 
stories come alive. Pallavi 
(1976), too, gives you a different 
kind of  look at this Bengaluru 
– set in a college,and about 
young people,” says Bhat. Oth-
er films being screened include 
the Dr Rajkumar’s classic May-
or Muthanna (1969) and Kabani 

Nadi Chuvannappol (1976) 
by PA Backer and ones 
that capture a Bengalu-

ru’s more recent past like 
Prakash Belawadi’s Stumble 
(2003) about a family trying to 
survive the dotcom bubble 

burst and Gaali Beeja (2015) by 
Babu Eshwar Prasad which 

uses the conventions of  a road 
movie to reflect on Bengaluru’s 
growing sprawl.

A series of  short films by 
Neelavarana, a Bengaluru-
based Ambedkarite production 
house and artist collective that 
nurtures artistes from margin-
alised communities, will be 
screened too. These include 
Kuuk Aah? (2024) by MK Abhi-
lash, Babasaheb In Bengaluru 
(2025) by Mahishaa, Area Boys 
(2022) by Mahishaa and Case & 
Bobbin (2025) by Bharath Raj.

If  there’s one thing Bhat 
hopes audiences take away, 
it is this: “We just want people 
to know that in cinema, Banga-
lore has an identity too, 
but that identity is not a 
fixed one.”

A K H I L A  P U T T A P A G A

N  a  F r i d ay 
night in the 
city,  getting 
past the door is 
often harder 
than deciding 
where to go. 
But increasing-

ly, the question isn’t 
which club has space. It’s 
whether you’re meant to 
be there. Across the city, a 
g rowing number of  
young and affluent Ben-
galureans are moving 
away from open nightlife 
and towards smaller, in-
vite-only spaces. From 
private techno nights and 
curated house parties to 
closed-run clubs and ac-
cess-based dining experi-
ences, socialising is be-
coming less about volume 
and more about control 
of  the crowd, the pace 
and the people.

The appeal lies in spac-
es that feel deliberate. 
“We noticed some of  our 
regulars didn’t want big 
shows anymore. They 
didn’t want exposure, 
crowds or weekend cha-
os,” says Sreerag Herre, 
founder of  Darkroom. 
The Darkroom Exclusives 
concept grew out of  re-
peated requests from reg-
ular attendees who want-
ed something intimate 
rather than large-format 
gigs. Each exclusive edi-
tion hosts around 100 peo-
ple, selected from a long-
standing database of  
attendees built over years 
of  shows. “In a smaller 
room, people come to so-
cialise. They want to see 
who the other 99 people 
are,” he says, adding, 
“People dress up, take 
their time, and feel like 
they belong there.” 

One platform quietly 
connecting many of  these 
spaces is 8 Club. Founded 
by IIT Roorkee graduate 
Kunal Yadav, it began as a 
series of  house parties 
before evolving into an 
invite-only social plat-
form. “We realised that 
an invitation is a superi-
or feeling. So we built a 
platform where you don’t 
browse. You get invited,” 
Yadav says. Access is fil-
tered through applica-

THE INSIDE
LOOK

tions, host invites and be-
havioural patterns. “We look 
at social, monetary and pro-
fessional influence. Exclu-
sivity is relative. Everyone 
has their own exclusive cir-
cle (on the platform). We just 
categorise it,” he explains. 

For members like Shreya, 
the appeal is ease rather 
than status. “It feels more in-
tentional and less chaotic,” 
she says, adding that she 
would likely stop using it if  
it were open to everyone. “A 
big part of  why it works is 
that it’s smaller and control-
led. Otherwise, it would feel 
like any other party.”

Not just Nightlife
Among these models is 
Putting Scene, a WhatsApp-
born community that offers 
a paid access card to mem-
bers, offering priority book-
ings, secret menus and off-
beat experiences across the 
city, ranging from behind-
the-scenes museum visits to 
experimental dining.

Founder Mannan Amroli-
wala says early data shaped 
the platform.  “The events 
that sold out were priced at 
`4,000 to `5,000 a ticket. 
That’s when we realised 
we had a very affluent cus-
tomer base.” 

Unlike ticketing plat-
forms, Putting Scene doesn’t 
charge organisers to list 

events. “The moment 
someone can pay to be 
listed, you stop being a 
curator. Not charging 
gives us editorial con-
trol,” he says.

The access card focuses 
on three areas: priority 
access to high-demand 
events, experiences that 
don’t otherwise exist, and 
dining. “People complain 
about eating out, but they 
love it. So we created Se-
cret Menus – guaranteed 
reservations with a dif-
ferent menu and service 
layer, so it doesn’t feel like 
a regular night,” he adds. 
Often, what’s on offer are 
chefs’ unique creations 
and experiments that peo-
ple get to try before they 
are put on the menu.

For members, the draw 
remains easy. “People 
come for birthdays or an-
niversaries because we 
take the planning off  
their plate. We focus on 
quality and exclusivity 
becomes a by-product,” 
says Amroliwala.

This preference for 
smaller, intentional spac-
es extends beyond dinner 
and clubbing too. Com-
munities like 56 Run Club 
operate on the same prin-
ciple:  Fewer people, 
stronger connections. 
What began as a group of   
25 friends has now grown 
to around 400 members, 
with a waitlist nearing 
10,000. Founder Arvind 
Srikanth says the draw 
isn’t fitness alone. “Mem-
bers value the experience 
more than the running. 
They want spaces where 
they actually feel includ-
ed. In other run clubs, you 
could be among a hun-
dred people and still feel 
lonely,” he shares. Mem-
bership isn’t based on 
pace or performance, but 
consistency and cultural 
f i t ,  o f t e n  t h r o u g h 
referrals. “Anyone can 
run. What keeps people 
coming back is how 
they feel when they’re 
there,” he adds. 

For Natasha Sinha, 
who joined after return-
ing from New York, that 
sense of  belonging stood 
out. “Running brought 
me in, but the warmth 
of  the community made it 
feel like home. The invite-

only nature feels 
thoughtful,” Sinha 
opines. 

Bengaluru’s young, affluent insiders are trading crowded nights 
and open invites for small, curated, invite-only social events

O

Bangalore - Cinema - City, an upcoming film festival by Bangalore 
Film Forum, to be held from January 22 to 25, highlights films 

across decades in which the city is a character in itself

City Life

A NOT-SO-PLAIN 
JANE CONCERT

In the city for a recent concert, rock band Motherjane’s frontman 
Suraj Mani speaks to CE on the group’s journey & new album 

Sixth edition of 
health run held in city

Over 2,000 participants joined the 
6th edition of the Happiest Minds 

Run in the city on Sunday for a 
morning centred on fitness, 

purpose and collective action. 
Held at St Joseph Indian High 

School, near UB City, the event 
also supported children with 

Type 1 Diabetes through 
Idhayangal Charitable Trust. CEO 
Joseph Anantharaju underscored 

the power of collective action, 
with the run set to continue across 

multiple Indian cities, including 
Noida, Hyderabad, Bhubaneshwar 

and Madurai, extending its focus 
on social impact nationwide.

PG 2

Events in and 
around ooru

The TRP game
Debuting on this day in 2006, High 
School Musical marked Disney 
Channel’s highest-rated telecast 
with 7.7 million viewers in the US

 DAY’S DIARY
BEYOND CHARACTERS

It became a fi nancial juggernaut 
for the channel with demands 
for DVDs, dolls, T-shirts, posters, 
sleeping bags, lunch boxes with 
Troy and Gabriella’s faces on it

DID YOU KNOW?

High School Musical was 
fi lmed at an actual high school 
in Utah, while classes were in 
session and it reached over 100 
million global viewers in 2006

SUCCESS AND AFTERMATH

The teen musical rom-com 
spawned two sequels, including 
a theatrical release for the third 
fi lm, which brought in over $250 
million worldwide at the box offi ce

A glimpse from the recently held 
concert of  Motherjane at BLR Hubba

A still  from Mayor Muthanna

Nishkarsha

As any artiste or band 
allows themselves to be 
what they really are at 
heart, their sound and 
message start to sound 

truly genuine and honest
Suraj Mani, musician



DAHI SANDWICH
QUICKFIX

INGREDIENTS
 Bread slices: 4                       Dahi: 100 g    Butter: 1 tbsp

METHOD
 Whisk curd in a bowl and keep it aside. Butter the bread slices and toast them on a 

tawa.
 Place the buttered side down on the plate and top it with the dahi mix. On it, place 

another toasted bread slice and press gently.
 Your crunchy and sweet sandwich is ready.

Contributed by Joy Mukherjee, Hyderabad

RARE: Investing the Rakesh 
Jhunjhunwala Way
by Nandini Vijayaraghavan
Tracing the philosophy, instincts, and thinking 
behind one of India’s most iconic investors, with 
insight on conviction, patience and risk, through 
real decisions and market moments.

Infant Emperor: Kalki
translated by Nandini Krishnan
Through myth and imagination, this 
novel reworks the idea of the messiah as 
a child burdened with destiny. The story 
explores power, prophecy, and the weight 
of becoming what history demands.

Badass Begums: The Incredible 
Women Who Shaped Mughal India
by Anoushka Jain
Through history and anecdote, this book re-centres the 
Mughal court around the women who infl uenced power, 
politics, and succession. It brings archival detail and 
examines the authority, ambition and legacy.

STILLS OF MY LIFE
Artist Dipali Bhattacharya’s mixed media artwork is rooted in the life around people, the environment, and being in Kolkata

ARTCORNER

FITBIT

HOW TO FIX MUSCLE IMBALANCE

By Abhishek K, fi tness expert, cult— a fi tness and  wellness platform

NOWSTREAMING

BANK OF BHAGYALAKSHMI 
(Kannada)
Five inexperienced friends attempt a heist 
during election season. Their amateur 
planning leads to unexpected challenges as 
they risk everything for one final score.
Cast: Uday Achar, Brinda Acharya, 
Usha Bhandary
Watch on: Amazon Prime Video

TASKAREE: THE SMUGGLER’S 
WEB (Hindi, series)
A dedicated customs officer and his team 
take on a notorious smuggler leading a 
powerful syndicate, but 
unexpected obstacles 
threaten their mission.
Cast: Emraan Hashmi, 
Sharad Kelkar, 
Zoya Afroz
Watch on: 
Netflix

PONIES (English, series)
Two secretaries at the American embassy in  
1970s’ Moscow become CIA operatives after 
their husbands are killed, uncovering a Cold 
War conspiracy behind the tragedy.
Cast: Haley Lu Richardson, Emilia Clarke, 
Andrew Richardson
Watch on: JioHotstar

REGIONAL

Netfl ix : ..........................H 199/month
Prime Video: .................H 299/month
Jio Cinema: ....................H999/year
Disney+ Hotstar:.....H899/year
Zee5 :...............................H699/year
Viki Rakuten: ...............H 299/month
Aha: .................................H699/year
SonyLIV: ........................H 299/monthSU
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THREE CORE STEPS TO 
CORRECT IMBALANCE
  Rebalance your workout 

movements: Include exercises 
that oppose common patterns, like 
reaching or protraction moves to 
balance pressing and pulling exercises 
(e.g., push-ups, landmine presses).

  Use single-limb training: Training 
limbs individually forces each side to 
work, preventing the stronger side 
from compensating. 

  Start with the weaker side fi rst and            
let it guide weight selection. Examples 
include single-leg squats, Bulgarian 
split squats, single-arm rows, and 
single-leg deadlifts.

  Prioritise mobility and warm-
up: Restriction in range of motion 
can promote compensation and 
imbalance. Include mobility drills in 
your warm-up targeting commonly 
tight areas like hips, thoracic spine, 
and shoulders; this improves 
movement quality and reduces 
imbalance risk.

ADDITIONAL TIPS
  Strengthen weak muscles: 

Target underdeveloped muscles 
with isolated or higher-volume 
unilateral exercises to help 
them catch up.

  Stretch and release overactive 
muscles: Tight muscles may 
pull joints out of alignment. 
Use stretching and foam rolling 
to relax and lengthen these 
tissues, improving balance and 
movement quality.

  Improve posture and daily 
movement patterns: Poor 
posture and habitual positions 
(like sitting or slouching) can 
reinforce imbalances. Postural 
awareness and ergonomic 
changes help prevent 
imbalance recurrence.

Fixing muscle imbalances isn’t 
about striving for perfect symmetry; 
it’s about identifying meaningful 
strength defi cits, improving 
movement quality, and training each 
side deliberately.

Muscle imbalance occurs when one side of the body or one muscle group is 
noticeably stronger, tighter, or more developed than its counterpart. This 
can limit range of motion, reduce performance, and increase injury risk if 
left unaddressed. These stability di� erences can a� ect posture, movement 
patterns, and joint health. Common causes include repetitive daily activities, 
dominant side overuse, poor training habits, posture issues, or injury 
compensation patterns.

Salman Khan: The Sultan 
of Bollywood
by Mohar Basu
Tracing Salman Khan’s career across decades, 
this book looks at image, endurance, and 
the cultural pull of a fi gure who has shaped 
popular cinema and fandom in India.

FOREIGN

Let it Snow!
Create your own pocket-sized winter 

wonderland in this fun, hands-on workshop. 
Build it, shake it and watch the snow swirl 
as your mini snow globe comes to life. All 
materials are provided so relax and enjoy 

the magic from start to fi nish.

 WHEN: January 20, 12pm onwards

 WHERE: Know How, Jayanagar

 DETAILS: bookmyshow.com
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AN EYE FOR HUMOUR
Visitors examine drawings of the Mahatma on display at the ongoing International Exhibition of Gandhi Caricatures at the 

Indian Institute of World Culture, Basavanagudi |  NAGARAJA GADEKAL

HAVE A RECIPE OR ART 
WORK TO SHARE, OR 
A QUESTION TO ASK?
 @XpressBengaluru/@tniefeatures

bengalurucityexpress@gmail.com

@xpress_bengaluru

Yakitori & More
This season, enjoy guilt-free Japanese treats, 
from lightly grilled vegetable skewers to 
juicy yakitori cooked over charcoal. And if you 
share your New Year’s resolution, you get 
a free skewer and a fun spin at a Japanese 
gachapon machine. Take along your friends 
to enjoy food with a bit of fun. 

 WHEN: January 20, 12pm onwards

 WHERE: Kuuraku, Whitefi eld Main Rd

 CALL:  93117 34476

Ghazal Evening
Settle into an intimate evening of unplugged 
music and soulful conversations. Enjoy 
ghazals and Hindi melodies by vocalist 
Nimisha Salim. The evening promises a 
relaxed atmosphere to unwind and connect.

 WHEN: January 20, 7pm

 WHERE: Zubaan – Middle Eastern 
Kitchen, Koramangala

 DETAILS: bookmyshow.com 

Power Play
Catch Seize Her! The Clown, a theatre performance by Alienstar Collective that tells 
the story of a young clown named Marco who is tasked with staging Shakespeare’s 

Julius Caesar, but her satirical performance soon becomes a mirror to real-world politics. 

 WHEN: January 20, 7.30pm,  WHERE: Sabha, Kamaraj Road

 DETAILS: www.sabhablr.in

Warli Wonder
Discover the beauty of Warli art through simple forms and timeless designs.
 Learn traditional techniques in a relaxed, beginner-friendly setting. Create a 

meaningful artwork to take home and be proud of. 

Thrill Zone
Enjoy high-speed action and immersive games, from 

go-karts and laser tag to rock climbing and trampolines. 
Step into VR, a 7D theatre, stimulators, or gather to play 

football, cricket, and more with friends. Activities are 
available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.

 WHEN: January 20, 10am

 WHERE: Play Arena, Sarjapur

 DETAILS: district.in

WHATWHENWHYWHERE

  CALL: 
95355 55644

 WHEN: 
January 20, 5pm 

  WHERE: 
Hobby Ghar, Chamarajpet



M A H I M A  N A G A R A J U

T
HE holiday season is 
behind us and students 
across the country are 
reluctantly leaving the 
comfort of  home to 
head back to college 
for a new semester. In 

the midst of  settling back into 
daily routines, taking a moment 
to spruce up one’s dorm, PG, or 
hostel may just help bring along 
a hint of  that comfort and 
a fresh start to the new year. 
From ways to bring personality 
to the drab walls, to being whim-
sical with light and making your 
dorm the place everyone wants 
to hang out – students and 
interior designers share their 
go-to tips to elevate student 
accommodations.

Big plans for small spaces
A major hurdle of  living in the 
student accommodations is a 
small space, likely shared with 
others. Despite having two 
roommates, Kiya KB, an inte-
rior design intern, managed to 
carve out a space that was dis-
tinctly hers, with careful colour 
choices. “Three people in a room 
is quite crowded so I preferred to 
go with a light colour palette to 
reduce the clutter,” she says, 
adding, “Using light colour bed-
sheets, pillows with some art be-
hind the bed made my space 
look more spacious. As a focal 
point, I have a soft, maroon col-
oured foot rug. I also added some 
plushies for a cute touch.” 

Along with a light, mono-
chromatic colour choices, to 
make the best of  a small space, 
Akshita Mehra, the creative di-
rector and founder of  Studio 
Goya, suggests making careful 
furniture choices, “Multi-func-
tional furniture that can dou-
ble up as something else can be 
a good way to keep clutter away 
and keep the room breezy and 
open. Some things you can try 
doing are placing drawers un-
der the bed, and moving any 

racks or bookshelves 
to one corner so they are 
less heavy on the eye,” she 
says, adding that a large 
free-standing mirror can 
also create the illusion of  
more space. 

Wall of memories
With any major altera-
tions or even drilling or 
hammering walls for photo 
frames being prohibited in 
many accommodations, stu-
dents are coming up with alter-
native ways to display photo-
graphs, posters, and other 
personal memorabilia. Vars-
hith Vattikuti, a student and 
film enthusiast, has a wall of  
carefully-curated film posters 
in his solo room. He has 
planned it out to avoid a hap-
hazard look. “When I was shar-
ing, we had a very unorganised 
room with posters on all the 
walls, which grew as the year 
went on. When I got my own 
room, I planned the layout and 
sizes of  posters ahead on Fig-
ma so I could replicate it exact-
ly on my wall, leaving space for 
more pictures that would get 
added as the year went on,” 
he explains.

Madhu Sarangi, Foyer2Attic 
Design Studio’s co-founder  
agrees, suggesting picking a sin-
gle accent wall for photos, or dis-
playing them on a cork board or 
pinboard. She adds, “With re-

stric-
t i o n s, 

t a c k - i t 
packets are a 

good way to put 
up light posters, while stick-on 
hooks are good for a few photo 
frames.” 

Let there be light 
Keeping and using the harsh 
fluorescent lights that come 
with rooms is an unpopular 
choice among students, who 
are opting for a variety of  af-
fordable and quirky alterna-
tives apart from the standard 
fairy lights that populate Pin-
terest moodboards. Vattikuti 
went for a classic focus light 
for warmth, but his astronaut 
light and sunset lamp are what 
brought the moody ambience 
to match his music, turning his 
room into the group hangout 
spot. “The aim was to give the 

room a softer, gentler look, 
and also have lights that add 
a vibe when people are so-
cialising. The astronaut 
blasts out stars and pat-
terns that move around and 
the sunset lamp has a slight 
curvature, which creates 
that circular light that’s in 

many aesthetic Instagram 
posts. It also helped to hide 

the unpainted ceiling.” For 
Kiya, an easy way to add light 
was through candles and bed-
side lamp. ‘Kawaii’ or cute 
lamps are a popular choice too. 
Vattikuti adds that affordable 
projectors are also popular and 
used to project pictures and 
films on room walls.

Green touch
While fake vines are as cliché 
a choice as fairy lights, some 
students with a green thumb 
are opting for real plants too, 
Vattikuti observes, “The guy 
who lives in the room next to 
me has a good 30 plants, and 
that’s the decor. There are flow-
ers but you can also play 
around with the pots, each has 
a different design.” Sarangi 
shares a word of  caution, say-
ing, “Choosing the right plant 
is key – snake plants or zz 
plants, which require very 
minimal maintenance and can 
grow in a small pot, would be a 
good option.”
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With students returning to 
college after winter break, here are 

some ways to breathe life into dorm 
rooms for a fresh start to 2026

NEW YEAR,
NEW VIBE

I
NDOOR plants have become 
more than decorative acces-
sories – they’re essential 
parts of  interior design. Ar-
chitects and landscape pro-
fessionals today curate 

plant palettes just like they do 
materials and colours. The 
goal is clear: bring nature in-
side in a way that feels inten-
tional, sculptural, and long-
lasting. While home gardeners 
often pick popular choices 
like pothos or areca palms, 
professionals prefer plants 
that offer distinct forms, sta-
ble indoor performance and 
year-round aesthetics.

Here are some of  the unique 
indoor plants widely used by 
designers across India for 
homes, hotel lobbies, offices, 
and modern apartments.

Philodendron Selloum
With its deeply cut, lush green 
leaves, Selloum instantly adds 
a bold, sculptural presence. It 
thrives in bright indoor light 
and handles the fluctuating 
humidity of  Indian apart-
ments well. Designers love it 
because a single plant can an-
chor a corner or elevate a 
minimalist living room.

Parlour Palm

One of  the oldest cultivated 
indoor palms, the Parlour 
Palm remains a favourite for 
its soft, feathery foliage and 
its ability to survive in low-
light conditions. It’s elegant, 
compact, and non-demanding: 
suitable for reception desks, 
study rooms or narrow 
apartments.

Snake Plant
A modern classic, the Snake 
Plant’s strong vertical lines 
allow architects to introduce 
clean geometry into indoor 
spaces. Extremely low main-
tenance, it tolerates both low 
light and irregular watering. 
Designers use it in corridors, 
bedrooms and minimalist 
offices.

Poinsettia (Seasonal 
Accent)
Although not a year-round in-
door plant, Poinsettia is wide-
ly used as a seasonal high-
l i g h t ,  e s p e c i a l ly  f ro m 
November to January. Its vi-
brant red, pink or white bracts 
brighten lobbies, dining are-
as, and storefront displays. 
Professionals treat it as a tem-
porary colour accent, replac-
ing it once the season ends. 

Raphis Palm
A premium favourite, the Ra-
phis Palm brings a refined, 
structured look to indoor 
spaces. Its clustered stems 
and fan-like leaves make it 
ideal for hotel lobbies, upscale 
residences and corporate of-
fices. It performs well in 
bright, indirect light and adds 
a sense of  luxury.

Chinese Evergreen
Loved for its ability to thrive 
in low to moderate light, the 
Chinese Evergreen comes in 
shades of  silver, green, red, 
and pink. Designers favour it 
because it adds gentle colour 
without relying on flowers. 
It’s ideal for hallways, bed-
rooms or office corners.

China Doll Plant
With its delicate, glossy foli-
age, the China Doll brings an 
airy softness to interiors. It 
prefers bright indirect light 
and regular watering. Profes-
sionals use it to enhance 
seating areas and living 
rooms, where its bushy form 
pairs beautifully with mod-
ern planters.

Dracaena Dara

Dracaena Dara stands out for 
its tall, upright leaves with el-
egant variegation. It is adapt-
able to indoor spaces and tol-
erates low-maintenance 
routines. Designers place it in 
corners, beside sofas or along 
long corridors to introduce 
height and structure.

Why these plants?
All these species share the 
same strengths: consistent in-
door performance, distinctive 
visual identity, and compati-
bility with modern decor. To-
gether, they create interiors 
that feel fresh, contemporary, 
and naturally elegant – bring-
ing the designer’s touch into 
everyday spaces.

 THE GREEN MANUAL
A PROFESSIONAL’S PICKS FOR MODERN 

INDIAN INTERIORS

Ekta Chaudhary
An author, and founder of Garden Up, a company 

dedicated to greenifying spaces



A  s h a r a d h aa

E
ven  though he made 
his debut with Raja 
Hamsa featuring a 
team of  freshers, 
Jadeshaa K Hampi 
found recognition 
with Gentleman, the 
Prajwal Devaraj-star-
rer that explored 

sleeping disorders, a rare sub-
ject in mainstream Kannada 
cinema. He followed it up with 
the sports drama Guru Shish-
yaru, featuring Sharan, and 
now returns with Landlord, a 
survival drama that brings Vi-
jay Kumar and Raj B Shetty to-
gether on screen for the first 
time. The film also stars Rachi-
ta Ram, and marks the debut of  
Vijay Kumar’s daughter Rith-
nya. The film is slated for a Jan-
uary 23 release.

The idea for Landlord, says 
Jadeshaa, had been brewing for 
years. “I had planned this sub-
ject around the time Guru 
Shishyaru was taking shape, 
but I couldn’t work on it then. 
Later, while working as a writ-
er on Kaatera, the idea of  sur-
vival stayed with me. In Guru 
Shishyaru, there is an underly-
ing thought of  ‘Uluvavane-
Odeya’, and that stayed with 
me. Between these films, I kept 
developing Landlord. It is about 
survival and power, but with 
emotional conflicts and slightly 
matured characters.”

Working with Vijay Kumar 
for the first time, Jadeshaa says 
shaping the antagonist was a 
key creative decision. “In Kaat-
era, the situation itself  be-
comes the antagonist, so I 
couldn’t explore a negative 
character much. But here, I 
was very particular that the an-

tagonist should be someone the 
audience already trusts, but in 
a darker shade. That contrast 
adds weight to the conflict. I 
wanted the hero to survive, not 
dominate.”

Convincing actors for such a 
narrative, he admits, is harder 
than pitching a conventional 
commercial film. “For regular 
films, you can talk about hero 
build-ups and mass moments. 
But for films like this, actors 
must believe in the writing. Vi-
jay Kumar is also a director, so 
he immediately understood 
the space the story needed. 
He knows that giving space 
to other characters strength-
ens the film. The same was 
the case with Raj B Shetty. 
He saw the writing and 
t h e  l ay e r s  i n  t h e 
character.”

Working with experi-

enced actors, however, brings 
its own pressures. “There is 
definitely more responsibility. 
They come with their own dis-
cipline and vision. But once 
you build rapport, the atmos-
phere becomes positive. Very 
early in the shoot, you get a 
sense of  how the film is shap-
ing up, and that confidence has 
to be carried till the last day.”

On casting Raj B Shetty in a 
face-off  with Vijay Kumar, 
Jadeshaa says it was about of-
fering something new. “There 
was never any doubt about his 
versatility. Though he played a 
negative role in Malayalam in 
Turbo, this is new for him in 
Kannada. But this is not a rou-
tine antagonist. His emotional 
depth suited the character, and 
once he understood the layers, 
he was fully convinced.”

Rachita Ram, too, was cast 
against type. “I wasn’t looking 
for a typical heroine role. I 
wanted someone who could 
convincingly play a mother. 
Not many female actors are 
comfortable with that. When I 
met Rachita, she was keen on 
breaking her pattern and doing 
something different.”

The film also features Bha-
vana, Rakesh Adiga, Shishir 
and Abhishek, many of  whom 

have earlier played lead roles. 
“They were convinced by the 
story and the impact of  their 
characters. Screen time may be 
limited, but the roles are mem-
orable. Some of  them also came 
because they trusted me as a 
writer and director,” he says.

A strong reader, Jadeshaa 
says literature shapes his cin-
ematic world. “To be a writer, it 
is important to be a reader first. 
For Landlord, I referred to 
Malegalalli Madumagalu and 
Karanth’s Chomana Dudi. I 
don’t lift scenes, but the atmos-
phere helps in visualising char-
acters. The story is set in the 
1980s, and that backdrop helped 
structure the social conflicts 
and emotional tone.”

Produced by Sarathi Films’ 
Maasthi Upparahalli, the film 
has dialogues by MM Shrikan-
tha, music by Ajaneesh Loknath 
and cinematography by Swamy 
J Gowda. While comparisons 
with Kaatera are inevitable due 
to the rural setting, Jadeshaa 
says the emotional core is dif-
ferent. “Any village-based film 
may give a similar atmosphere, 
like Janumada Jodi, Dorai or 
Bhootayyana Maga Ayyu. But 
what matters is what is differ-
ent within those worlds,” he 
signs off.
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Ravichandran 
spent nearly 400 days shooting for his 

AI-driven film I Am God – The Crazy
C E  f ea  t u r e s

C
razy Star Ravichandran 
has once again proved that 
he prefers letting his work 
speak louder than an-
nouncements. While the 

industry was busy speculating 
about his next move, the actor-
filmmaker quietly completed 
one of  the most unusual 
projects of  his career — an AI-
driven experimental film titled 
I Am God – The Crazy.

Songs have always 
been the soul of  Ravi-
chandran’s cinema, 
and this film takes 
that signature to an 
unprecedented scale. 
The film reportedly 
features over 35 songs, 
making it one of  the 
most music-heavy projects 
in recent Kannada cinema. 
True to his hands-on style, it is 
largely a one-man show, with 
Ravichandran handling almost 
every creative responsibility 
himself  — from writing and di-
rection to music composition. 
Except for cinematography, he 
is said to have managed nearly 
all departments on his own.

Revealing details during the 
recent Bigg Boss reality show 
finale, Ravichandran said the 
film took nearly two and a half  
years and around 400 days of  

shooting to complete. The ex-
tended timeline, he explained, 
was due to the film’s heavy use 
of  Artificial Intelligence tech-
nology and the sheer volume of  
creative work he chose to han-
dle personally. Rather than 
rushing the process, he pre-
ferred to quietly perfect the 
film before speaking about it 
publicly.

Adding to the buzz, promo-
tions for the film are expected to 

begin from Shivaratri, mark-
ing a symbolic and high-

profile start to the cam-
paign. The move has 
already sparked curi-
osity among fans, 
hinting at a grand 
promotional rollout.

Touted as one of  the 
rare Kannada films to be 

extensively shaped using AI 
tools, I Am God – The Crazy is be-
ing seen as both a technical ex-
periment and a deeply personal 
project for Ravichandran. With 
music, technology, and ambition 
coming together, the film is shap-
ing up to be a bold cinematic 
gamble.

If  all goes as planned, Ravi-
chandran is aiming for a release 
around his birthday on May 30, 
turning the film into both a per-
sonal milestone and a major 
talking point for Kannada cine-
ma in 2026.

C E  f ea  t u r e s

I
f destiny had taken a differ-
ent turn, director Anil Ku-
mar might have been work-
ing on Kirataka 2 with Yash. 
However, that missed collab-

oration eventually led him to 
Cult, a youthful romantic dra-
ma starring Zaid Khan, which 
the filmmaker says reflects 
his conscious shift towards 
more contemporary, emotion-
ally driven storytelling. Com-
ing after the success of  Upad-
hyaksha, Anil admits he was 
eager to step away from for-
mula-heavy narratives and 
return to stories rooted in eve-
ryday emotions, ahead of  the 
film’s release on January 23.

Anil traces his association 
with Zaid Khan to when the 
latter was introduced by Yash, 
following multiple interac-
tions about potential collabo-
ration. “Zaid was clear that he 
wanted a strong script. I had 
watched Banaras and felt he 
had the potential to grow as a 
performer. His screen pres-
ence and personality could be 

moulded to suit today’s audi-
ence,” says Anil, adding, “Af-
ter KGF, many films followed 
that hangover with a similar 
template. It became predicta-
ble and monotonous. I wanted 
to bring back the emotional 
warmth of  films like Mun-
garu Male and Mr and Mrs 
Ramachari, but told in today’s 
emotional language.”

For Anil, writing Cult 
meant closely observing the 
behaviour and emotional pat-
terns of  young people around 
him. From friendships and so-
cial gatherings to evolving 
ideas of  love and identity, 
these details shaped the nar-
rative. “Love remains con-
stant, but its expression 
changes with time. Every gen-
eration needs a different emo-
tional treatment. Cult is about 
that transition,” he explains, 
describing the film as a blend 
of  romance, friendship and 
conflict, with the idea of  ‘cult-
ism’ serving as a metaphor for 
intense emotional attachment 
and personal identity.

He is quick to clarify that 

Cult is not structured as a con-
ventional love triangle. “Each 
character has multiple shades. 
The hero goes through dis-
tinct emotional phases, and 
both female leads have strong 
individual journeys. Their de-
cisions are driven by personal 
circumstances, not just ro-
mantic competition,” he 
notes. His choice of  Malaika 
Vasupal stemmed from her 
ability to handle a demanding 
role. “Having worked with her 
in Upadhyaksha, I knew she 
could pull off  a tough charac-
ter. Rachita Ram, meanwhile, 
brings emotional depth and 
experience to the nar-
rative. She is already a 
proven actor,” he 
says.

Produced by Loki 
Cinemas and present-
ed by KVN Produc-
tions, Cult also marks 
a strong technical col-
laboration. Music by 
Arjun Janya forms the emo-
tional backbone of  the film, 
with songs like Aiyyo Shivane 
and Hrudayavu Kelade, and 

with high-energy background 
score amplifying both ro-
mance and drama, while cin-
ematographer Jagadish Wa-
li’s lighting and visual 

texture lend the film a con-
temporary sheen. Working 
with a young lead also brought 
renewed creative energy, says 
Anil, adding, “Zaid has an in-
tense hunger to perform. We 
worked closely on his body 
language, emotional rhythm 
and technical aspects like cos-
tume and framing. Nothing 
was compromised.”

J
ames Gunn has offi-
cially confirmed that 
Sam McCurdy is all set 
to handle the cinema-
tography of  the Super-

man sequel, titled Man of  
Tomorrow. He replaces 
Henry Braham from the 
original film. The sequel is 
currently scheduled for a 
worldwide theatrical re-
lease on July 9, 2027.

McCurdy is best known 
for working on Shogun, 
Game of  Thrones, Monar-
chy: Legacy of  Monsters, 
and Pennyworth. He also 
recently worked alongside 
James Gunn in the DC se-
ries, Peacemaker.  It was 
recently revealed that Ger-

man actor Lars Eidinger 
will be stepping into the 
DC Universe as the iconic 
supervillain Brainiac.

'You can’t give routine roles to actors 
like Vijay Kumar or Raj B Shetty' -

 Jadeshaa K Hampi

O
n Monday, Ajay Devgn 
took to his social media 
to announce the official 
prequel to Tanhaji, titled 
Bal Tanhaji. The 

actor-producer also 
released a brief  
teaser of  the film 
that promises to 
be an action-
driven f i lm. 
Billed as an AI 
spectacle film, 
B a l  Ta n h a j i 
promises to cap-
ture the early years 
of  Tanhaji before he 
came to known as a Mar-
atha warrior. “Legends aren’t 
born in glory. They’re forged in 
silence. The untold years that 

shaped a warrior, Bal Tanhaji,” 
The caption read.

The film will be produced un-
der Lens Vault Studios, the en-

tertainment studio co-
founded by Ajay and 

Danish Devgn in 
September 2025 to 
push tech-driven 
storytelling in 
Indian cinema. 
Meanwhile, Ajay 
has a major re-
lease coming up 

this  year with 
Drishyam 3, which 

is scheduled for a the-
atrical release on Octo-

ber 2. The actor’s Dhamaal 4 
is set to hit theatres on  
June 12.

Ajay Devgn announces 
Tanhaji prequel

With 

Landlord, 

director Jadeshaa K 

Hampi flips familiar 

equations in a village-set 

survival drama starring Vijay 

Kumar, Raj B Shetty, and 

Rachita Ram. He also opens 

up about the importance of 

literature in cinema and 

his take on 

comparisons

Shogun DOP 
joins Superman sequel

Rachita Ram

Raj B Shetty

Jadeshaa K Hampi
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I wanted to bring back the emotional  
warmth of films with Cult : Anil Kumar
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il 

Ku
m

ar


	20012026IE01CTYBNGRR
	20012026IE02CTYBNG
	20012026IE03CTYBNG
	20012026IE04CTYBNG
	20012026IE05CTYBNG
	20012026IE06CTYBNG
	20012026IE07CTYBNG
	20012026IE08CTYBNG
	20012026IE09CTYBNG
	20012026IE10CTYBNG
	20012026IE11CTYBNG
	20012026IE12CTYBNG
	20012026IE13CTYBNG
	20012026IE14CTYBNG
	20012026IE15CTYBNG
	20012026IE16CTYBNGR
	20012026IE17CTYBNG
	20012026IE18CTYBNG
	20012026IE19CTYBNG
	20012026IE20CTYBNG
	20012026IE21CTYBNG
	20012026IE22CTYBNG

